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1. Welcome

I would like to acknowledge Vice Minister Dr Dam Huu Dac, and, on behalf of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) and all its members in the ASEAN region, to welcome all participants to this second ASEAN GO-NGO Forum.
I would also like to extend a very warm welcome to the many NGO observers from Vietnam and note that we welcome your participation, both in the ICSW Preparatory Meeting yesterday, and throughout today’s Forum.

2. Appreciation

In opening this Forum, I would also like to express our appreciation to:

· The Thai Ministry for putting forward the GO-NGO Forum concept to ASEAN in 2003, and in particular to Mr Chinchai Chintarond, who is with us again today;
· The Japanese Government for funding the original GO-NGO Forum in Bangkok in 2006, the absence of such funding this year makes us even more appreciative; and 

· MOLISA, the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, for all the work put into the organisation of, preparation for, and no doubt follow-up to, this Forum. We fully appreciate that such Forums don’t just happen but require an enormous amount of effort, time and attention to detail.
3. Importance of GO- NGO Forum 

We especially appreciate this background and the current effort as we believe that this GO-NGO Forum is very important for a number of reasons:

ASEAN Regional level dialogue

It is important because it brings us together at the ASEAN Regional level. No matter how much GO – NGO dialogue occurs at the national level, (and the evidence before our NGO Preparatory Meeting yesterday would suggest that there is not yet enough in many cases), we must increasingly ensure that we bring this together at the regional level because increasingly the solutions need to addressed at this level too.

Commonality in issues and pressures

It is important because it gives us the opportunity to once again appreciate that so many of the pressures and trends (eg demographic changes, ageing, globalisation and economic restructuring, changes to family structure and capacity and the economic and domestic role of women) confronting the peoples of ASEAN, their governments, and the NGOs working with both the people and the governments are common and need, and would benefit from, a regional approach or solution. They need cooperation between, and the combined efforts of both GOs and NGOs. This is overwhelmingly evident with the issues on our agenda today – human trafficking, social protection systems and issues confronting people with disabilities.
Vientiane Action Program

Thirdly, it is important as it gives us an opportunity and indeed forces us to re-examine the Vientiane Action Program (VAP), which, given where we are meeting, is worth remembering follows, and builds on, the Hanoi Action Program. In particular, we are reminded that the primary strategic thrust of the VAP - “building a strong socio-cultural community providing strong social protection to address poverty, equity and the health impacts of economic growth” – is what brings and binds us all together.  
ASEAN Strategic Framework

It is also important because it gives us the responsibility to study the new ASEAN Strategic Framework and Plan of Action for Social Welfare, Family and Children (2007- 2010). This important document was finalised in Mandalay at the last Senior Officials Meeting for Social Welfare and Development (SOMAWD) in December 2006 soon after the first GO-NGO Forum in Bangkok.
It is particularly good to see that this Framework document lists the first GO-NGO Forum in the Review of Progress section (para 10).

4. ASEAN’s engagement with civil society

At the recent ASEAN Peoples Assembly (APA) in Manila, a Track 2 conference of civil society organisations throughout ASEAN, it was generally agreed that ASEAN’s engagement with NGOs, and civil society generally, over its 40 year history has not been robust, free flowing or conducted on the basis of mutual respect.

However, it is worth noting that I was invited to address an opening plenary session of the APA, as President of ICSW South East Asia and Pacific, because the first GO-NGO Forum in Bangkok is regarded as something of a shining example of development in this relationship.

In this regard, building on the endorsement in principle of last year’s recommendation to SOMSWD, we will seek in this Forum to strengthen and further formalise the GO-NGO Forum as an annual event in conjunction with SOMSWD.

We very much appreciate the attention given to the GO-NGO Forum recommendations at the last SSOMSWD in Mandalay and the mostly positive responses as contained in the formal documents set out in the attachment to the Program for today’s Forum. However, our experience since then suggests that some of those recommendations should be revisited and today we will invite delegates to this Forum, GO delegates in particular, to join with NGO delegates to see if we can forge a consensus around strengthening some of them. This is because, despite last year’s commitments, how much GO-NGO dialogue has actually taken place at the national level since? We wish to invite you to consider initiating such dialogue on a regular basis in the future and we on our side accept our responsibility and capacity to also initiate such important consultation on the joint issues before us.

5.
Future issues – future Forums

For, if we are to get the most value out of the effort and resources invested in this GO-NGO Forum, then we must all commit to greater preparation. A meeting is only ever as good as the work done to prepare for it.

As with last year when we attempted to bring NGOs, our members, up to speed with the operations and policies of ASEAN prior to the first GO-NGO Forum by commissioning and publishing “Engaging with ASEAN – a civil society guide”, so too this year we have attempted to prepare by commissioning, and publishing “for consultation” only, two papers entitled:
· “Trafficking and related labour exploitation in the ASEAN region”; and

· “Social Protection in ASEAN: issues and challenges for ASEAN and its member countries”.

In doing so, we have attempted to advance two of the key issues identified in last year’s Forum and captured in Recommendation 4. 
On the subject of issues confronting us all in relation to people with disabilities, we convened an NGO Preparatory Meeting yesterday at the Hoa Binh Hotel to discuss and distil the key issues for presentation and discussion in this Forum.

We look forward to presenting on these issues during the Forum, to entering into a positive dialogue and to working towards a consensus, particularly around processes to ensure we take these very important issues forward over the next 12 months. 
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