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This issue of the ESA Newsletter focuses on:
· ESA Capacity Building Workshop

· SADC CSO Forum
· Seminar on Land Reforms in Tanzania
· The Southern Africa CSO Consultative Workshop on Aid Effectiveness
· Update on the  8th IFSW – Pan African regional conference

· AU Special Summit on Refugees, Returnees and IDPs in Africa

· 2010 Joint Conference

The ESA Capacity Building Workshop

The region held its second capacity building workshop in Johannesburg, South Africa from the 23rd to 26th June. The South African NGO Council (SANGOCO) hosted the workshop. ICSW made a deliberate choice to request SANGOCO to host this workshop as a way of bringing new visibility to the organisation which in the recent past had been lying low both nationally and regionally due to both structural and financial challenges. We hope that hosting this esteemed workshop has helped boost SANGOCO’s visibility. The workshop was characterised by live debates and discussions on the following themes: Policy Analysis; Resource Mobilization; Project Planning and Management 
The forum discussed progress of the national action plans developed by members at the conclusion of the first capacity building workshop held in Mauritius. An additional component in the programme was coverage of aid effectiveness after Accra, the challenges and opportunities that the SADC Council of NGOs faces in its engagement with SADC and social protection in Africa - a paper presented by Vivian Taylor. (In 2008 Professor Taylor prepared the report on social protection for the African Union) 
Participants completed an evaluation at the end of the workshop. The collated responses showed a near to unanimous appreciation of every session. This reflected the modification to the programme as a result of the previous one held in Mauritius. Members appreciate having less topics and more time to look in depth at each subject. This capacity building workshop was made possible with financial support from the Swedish development agency, SIDA and the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. ICSW and the East and Southern Africa region in particular are sincerely grateful for this continued support.
The SADC Summit, Kinshasa, DRC
The 5TH  SADC Civil Society Forum  met in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo from the 3rd to the 5th of September 2009 under the theme ‘Transformation of SADC-towards equitable and people driven regional integration’. The Forum was convened by the SADC Council of NGOs in Partnership with the Southern Africa Trade Union Coordinating Council (SATUC), the Fellowship of Christian Councils of Southern Africa (FOCISA) and the National Council of Development NGOs in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The Forum had rich discussions on the challenges and opportunities for effective regional integration. It also reviewed the political and security situation in the Region with particular reference to the developments in Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Swaziland and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Civil Society in the region reaffirmed its commitment to the aims and ideals of regional cooperation and development as spelt out in the SADC Treaty. The Forum appreciated the efforts by SADC to find lasting solutions to the political, economic and social problems in SADC Member States, particularly Madagascar and Zimbabwe. The issue of the Regional Poverty Observatory which was introduced during the Poverty Conference held in Mauritius in 2008 was also discussed. The SADC-CNGO shared that they had held country awareness programmes and were planning on the roll-out of the programme at national level. The Forum also witnessed the launch of the SADC Gender Protocol Baseline Barometer by the Gender links. The barometer provides a wealth of data against which progress will be measured in attaining gender equality in SADC. Despite the richness of this forum, the participants continued to lament the reality that CSOs essentially still remain outside the Heads of States and Government Summit. To date, the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between SADC and the SADC Council of NGO remains very loose hence making the CSOs’ effectiveness in influencing the SADC decision-making processes very minimal.
In sharing the action plan for the SADC-CNGO it was highlighted that the recommended thematic groups will be activated immediately to start engaging the SADC committees long before the next and subsequent summits. For more reports on the SADC-CNGO forum kindly visit their website www.sadccngo.org
Seminar on Land reforms in Tanzania: Current Issues and Social Aspects

The Tanzania Council for Social Development (TACOSODE) in cooperation with the Finnish Federation For Social Development and Health (STKL) and ICSW held a seminar on  land reforms in Tanzania and the current global debate on farmland grabbing in Africa. The seminar highlighted the social, political, economic as well as environmental implications of the current land grabbing. The main perpetuators include China, the Gulf States and South Korea. These countries have limited farmlands to grow enough crops for their citizens. Denys Correll, Executive Director ICSW outlined the global social aspects of land policy issues while Judith Kaulem’s presentation focused on the Pan-African view with regards to the farmlands grab.
This seminar was a demonstration of the North-South cooperation between STKL and TACOSODE, an initiative we hope can be replicated by other ICSW member organisations.

The Southern Africa CSO Consultative Workshop on Aid Effectiveness

Since the Third High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (HLF 3) held in Accra in September 2008, implementation of the Accra Agenda for Action (AAA), has been disappointing and limited. This  throws into doubt whether the promises made at Accra and the Paris Declaration will be achieved by 2010. Insufficient aid has been accompanied by inadequate aid effectiveness. CSOs have come together from around the world to collectively advocate for a voice in the process. CSOs seek to move the discussion from aid delivery to a focus on sustainable reduction in poverty and inequalities. The hope is to translate wider promises of development effectiveness to coherent practice in areas including adequate nutrition, health, gender equality, education for all and decent work. It is against this background that IBON International, Better Aid, The Reality of Aid and International Aid Transparency Initiative are conducting a series of civil society consultative workshops on aid effectiveness. The Southern Africa CSO consultative workshop was held in Johannesburg, South Africa from the 21st to 23rd September 2009. The main focus was on catalysing broad implementation of the Accra Agenda for Action (AAA). Country presentations on the status of the implementation of the AAA from Mozambique, Malawi, South Africa and Zimbabwe revealed that there is very little awareness on the AAA at country level. The little that is known about both the Paris Declaration and the AAA is largely confined to a few government ministries. Key on the action plans developed by participants was the urgent need to popularise the Paris Declaration and the AAA. 
For more information on these workshops visit www.cso-effectiveness.org http://iboninternational.org/
Update on the   8th IFSW–Pan African regional conference

The 8th IFSW–Pan African regional conference planned to be held in Libya in collaboration with ICSW and ASSW at the end of October 2009 seems to be facing some challenges. The latest communication we have received through Mr. Charles Mbugua, Chairman of IFSW–Africa is that the Libyan hosts are expressing doubts that they will be able to meet the planned dates. The local hosts had hoped for the conference to be fully funded by their Ministry of Finance but unfortunately to date no funds have been released. There is a possibility the conference might be postponed. Kindly keep checking the Conference website www.swa.org.ly for any developments. The website still has its challenges but so far that is our only possible means of getting information.
The African Union Special Summit on Refugees, Returnees and Internally Displaced Persons in Africa 19-23rd October 2009 

Uganda will host an Africa Union special summit on refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons in Africa 19th to 23rd October 2009. African Heads of State are expected to adopt the Africa convention on the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa, the first ever such Convention in the world.

The special Kampala AU summit is important to Africa in that it will be the first of its kind globally addressing the gravity of the situation of internally displaced persons and returnees as a source of continuing instability and tension amongst African states. The theme of the summit is “Africa Union addressing the challenges of Forced Displacement in Africa”.

The expected outcome of the summit is an “AU convention for the protection and Assistance of internally Displaced Persons in Africa”.

2010Joint World Conference, Hong Kong

Planning for the 2010Joint World Conference is at an advanced stage and looks impressive. The global office forwarded members and friends of ICSW a call for abstracts. Kindly visit the conference website www.swsd2010.org and make sure you are not left behind. The closing date for abstracts is 30th November 2009. 
Request

Kindly forward to me or Roselyn Nakirya (rnakirya@icsw.org) any news items, work you have been involved in or outcomes of conferences you have recently attended that we can post in our next issue of the newsletter. There is power in sharing.

Happy reading!
The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.
If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.

Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
Newsletter Editor: Judith Kaulem – Regional President East and Southern Africa
ICSW Regional Presidents’ Contact Details:
Mrs Judith Kaulem

Executive Director

Poverty Reduction Forum Trust

No. 59 Mendel Road, Avondale, Harare 

Zimbabwe

 Email: jkaulem@yahoo.com
Tel: +263 913068875 or 263 11 860696
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