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In this issue I will mainly focus on:
Update on ICSW, IFSW, IASW collaboration

ESA regional Programme

Some useful links
Update on ICSW, IFSW, IASW collaboration 

The Libya Conference comes under the auspices of the International Federation of Social Workers. Each IFSW region holds a regional conference bi-annually. After the 2005 conference in Kampala, the two organizations (International Association of Schools of Social Work and International Federation of Social Workers IASSW & IF

SW) saw the need to partner in holding conferences. The Libya conference is the 8th IFSW – Pan African regional conference slated for 26th – 28th October 2009. The Theme of the Conference agreed to is: Promoting Social Work Education, Practice and Social Development in Africa".  As explained in the last Newsletter, ICSW has partnered with the two traditional organizers in the spirit of mirroring what is already happening at the global level with the planning for the Hong Kong 2010 and the Stockholm 2012 Global Conferences.

To date the planning for the Conference in Libya is at an advanced stage. The three organizations IFSW, ICSW, IASSW have been working tirelessly to get this planning underway. In due course the conference organizers will be calling for abstracts related to the different topics under the tracks indicated below. May we grab this opportunity to showcase our skills and talent in the respective areas we work in as we also get enriched by sharing with colleagues. The conference websites www.swa.org.ly and www.swa.ly will be functional by end of February.
Libya will be venue to this conference because: 

· Provides an opportunity to touch base and consolidate work with the Maghreb region. (The term Maghreb is generally applied to all of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia)
· Libya has a lot of potential in the area of social work and thus this is an opportunity to tap into country potential that has already been identified

· Libya’s commitment to offer logistical support to some delegates i.e. scholarships for attendance 
· Meeting slated to be opened by the Head of State – His Excellency Col. Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi – which enhances the visibility of IFSW and other partner organisations

Planning Team 

A planning team consisting of the three organizations was in Libya on the 26th January to 2nd February 2009 where they met the hosts and further discussed the upcoming meeting. The team was constituted by representatives of the three organizations namely:
1- IAASW – Dr. Gidraph Wairire- Kenya

2- ICSW - Judith Kaulem –  Regional President - Zimbabwe

3- IFSW - Charles Mbugua - President - Kenya

The planning team had a productive meeting in Tripoli. They were able to meet with the Secretary General of the People’s Congress, who is second in-command to the Leader of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. He expressed great appreciation for the conference to be held in Libya and assured the Team of the Leader’s presence to officially open the conference. The venue of the conference will be Sirt which is the country’s political capital, about 500km from Tripoli.
Tracks and Sub themes  

There was consensus by the planning team to the addition of social development to the sub-themes. The broader and cross cutting issues include; gender; human rights; environment; governance; and HIV and AIDS.
A collation of the agreed tracks and sub- themes is listed below. The four tracks within which the sub-themes fall broadly are:

	TRACK
	Sub Themes

	TRACK 1. Social Work Education
	· Field work in social work training

· Western Social work Vs. African Social work

· Challenges in Social Work Education

	TRACK 2. Social Work Practice
	· Civil Society organizations and Social policy

· Emerging social work strategies for national development, new approaches in community development

· Legislating social work in Africa; Prospects and Retrospect

· Peace building, conflict resolution in social work practice

· Challenges in Social Work Practice

	TRACK 3. Forging Links and partnerships in both social work education and practice
	· Partnerships for social work; Micro level partnerships, Macro level partnerships and International level partnerships

· Social work Educators and Practitioners in new partnerships and development

	TRACK 4. Human Rights and the environment
	· HIV and AIDS

· Gender and Development

· Globalization, Climate Change and Ecological Degradation

· Governance

· Human trafficking


Regional Programme
Towards the end of 2008, the draft regional programme was shared with you for your comments and possible input. Unfortunately to date only a few comments have been submitted. I would therefore take it that you are in agreement with the proposed programme. The regional priority is to follow up to Mauritius training. May I therefore take this opportunity to kindly ask those of you who would want to host the training to indicate by writing to Roselyn at the Africa Office (icsw@infocom.co.ug) by mid February. We all recall that MACOSS did a splendid job with the first training, demonstrating the commitment that came along with the responsibility. Thank you again MACOSS.
Useful links 

In November 2008, the First Regional Forum for Social Security in Africa was held in Kigali Rwanda. Below are links where you can access a rich source of important information and interesting views on Social Security in Africa:

1. Africa Social Security Forum: 

http://www.issa.int/aiss/News-Events/Events/ISSA-Regional-Social-Security-Forum-for-Africa
2. Voix-Africaines: 
http://www.issa.int/aiss/News-Events/Videos/Vidéo-Voix-africaines
3. African-Voices: 
http://www.issa.int/aiss/News-Events/Videos/Video-African-voices
4. DT-Report in French: 
http://www.issa.int/aiss/content/download/55827/1021553/file/1-ISSA_DT_Afrique.pdf
5. DT-Report in English:
http://www.issa.int/aiss/content/download/55826/1021550/file/2-ISSA_DT_Africa.pdf
6. Social Policy Highlights - Africa: 
http://www.issa.int/aiss/Resources/Social-Policy-Highlight
7. Good Practices Award Competition: 

http://www.issa.int/aiss/News-Events/News/Kenya,-Morocco-awarded-for-good-social-security-practices-at-African-Forum 

Reminders

Invoices 2009
I am aware that membership invoices for 2009 have been sent out. I would encourage you to pay early or advise otherwise. It is better to pay early than face the embarrassment of being served with a suspension letter. Kindly delegate the responsibility of membership payment to someone in your office, not only to ICSW but to all other bodies that your organization is a member to.
HAPPY 2009
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