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Solidarity Message to the First Conference of ECOWAS Ministers of Social Affairs, 

14th-17th October 2007, 

Abuja, Nigeria 

Defining Social Development within the Context and Challenges of globalisation

Mr. Chairman,

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Executive Committee, Office Bearers and general membership of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW), I am delighted to be with you during this important Conference. 

On this monumental day in the history of ECOWAS, it is very refreshing and an honour to mention that ICSW was invited by the African Union to the membership of the Experts Group that finalised the AU Social Policy Framework for Africa. For the next few days, this Conference will touch on key areas of this Framework. It is therefore very worthy and commendable that ECOWAS recognises and attaches great importance to this Document.

For this reason, ICSW strongly support the theme for this Conference, “Evolving a Sustainable Social Dimension for ECOWAS Regional Integration Programme”. We warmly congratulate you on this occasion and assure you of our continued collaboration. 

Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, I very much appreciate your time and attention.  

Charles Abbey
ICSW Regional President, Central and West Africa
