Closing Ceremony
Closing Remarks and Directions for ICSW 
Denys Correll Executive Director ICSW
This conference has recognised ICSW’s 80 years of achievement in social welfare and social development. But not resting on our laurels, we have looked forward in the areas of social work, social protection and social development. 

ICSW is a key custodian of the principles and commitments of the Copenhagen World Summit for Social Development. In 1994, a year before the Copenhagen Summit, ICSW adopted the Tampere Declaration. Many of the Tampere Declaration principles are reflected in the Copenhagen Commitments. The Tampere principles included productive employment, social integration, universal access to primary health care, equality of rights and opportunity for women and the rights of children and people with disabilities. 

I mentioned the strength of the diversity of ICSW. But with diversity comes complexity. ICSW operates at three levels – global, regional and national. 

The ICSW logo represents the diversity of ICSW and the spheres in which we work. 
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The horizontal lines represent our work with kindred international organisations including the International Association of Schools of Social Work and the International Federation of Social Workers. Our next conference in Hong Kong represents the manifestation of our work together. 2010 will be the first time in many decades that the three organisations have worked so closely together to achieve a truly combined conference. 
The vertical lines represent our work through the levels of government – global including the UN; regional which is our work with the regional groupings of government and national. 

At the centre we have a circle representing our focus on people or social development. 

The format of ICSW conferences has evolved over time. The plenaries are intended to bring you new knowledge from world class speakers. Largely the plenaries are about global issues. The symposiums provide the opportunity for participants to be exposed to new ideas or explore theories and practice at both global and regional level. The workshops enable interaction with the speakers and other participants on issues that are more likely to be national or local. Thus mutual learning. 

In this conference we had a theme for each day. This gave the feeling of coherence and made it easier for participants to follow an idea through plenaries, symposiums and workshops. Our conference participants range from global to local actors. We cater for all levels of activity. No one level is more important than another. The local level is fundamental. People who work at this level are confronted daily with the consequences of global, regional and national policies. For example The Salvation Army (which is a staunch supporter of our conferences) conducted a workshop on trafficking (or as it might be more correctly called “slaving”). This is truly an issue that impacts at all levels with shattering consequences for individuals. The Army workers have seen the misery at the street level and as a result have developed training packages on countering trafficking. 
I turn now to the work of ICSW between conferences. 

At national level we focus our energies on building strong national umbrella organisations which form the base of our membership – our national member organisations (NMO). ICSW does not seek a large mass membership. We carefully examine the credentials of organisations that apply for NMO status. We only accept one NMO per country. Thus it is an honour to be accepted into ICSW membership. 
ICSW has a programme of training for NMOs. We have conducted training for executive directors from 17 Southern and Eastern African countries and soon will be conducting another course in South East Asia. Training includes: The role of NMOs; membership of National Councils; roles of boards and staff; from values to policy – determining organisational values and formulating policies on key issues; influencing the national and regional policy agendas. 
At regional level we recognise that social and economic policies cross national boundaries. Working with regional groupings of governments is essential. We are having success. In South East Asia we have produced a country by country analysis of trafficking. We have produced a paper on social protection in the South East Asia. ICSW sponsors the work of the Black Sea NGO Network which is now engaged with the governments of the Black Sea region in the area of good governance. In the European region we are a key member of the Social Platform. And in Southern Africa we work closely with the Southern African Development Community Council of Non Government Organisations. This last example and that of the Black Sea represents the policy of ICSW to assist existing organisations of NGOs and not competing with them. Competition is a waste of energy and resources. 

At global level we have many new and old partnerships. We work closely with the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs. We advocate for policies which we want to see adopted at the global level. We form coalitions to achieve this. An example is the ILO campaign for full employment and decent work which was part of the Copenhagen Commitments but was dropped when the MDGs were created. We assist the journal Global Social Policy and contribute the section Southern Voices.  We are co-owners of the journal International Social Work with the International Association of Schools of Social Work and the International Federation of Social Workers. My reference to the two journals reflects ICSW’s commitment to the dissemination of knowledge. This we do through our own monthly newsletter and an extensive website. 

Policy development is a major goal of ICSW. Economics and social are the two sides of the same coin. Economics is a tool not an end. We try to have global institutions recognise that economics is there to support social. 
This conference has looked both forward and back. Looking back was assisted enormously by the publication of our 80 year history - International Council on Social Welfare  80 Years of History (1928 – 2008)  published  by the French Committee on Social Welfare. It is impossible to express the full gratitude of ICSW to the French Committee and the main authors, Professor Catherine Rollet, Christiane Nantois-Pigeon and Christian Rollet. They have done a magnificent job in preparing this history. 

In closing I wish to pay tribute to those who made the conference possible:
Christian Rollet chaired the conference committee and was the driving force and intellect for a conference of outstanding quality. 
Hans van Ewijk (chair) and the members of the International Programme Committee worked hard to set the themes and develop a programme that was strongly themed with excellent speakers. 
I thank the speakers who have contributed so much to make the content of the conference outstanding. 

The local programme committee had the enormous task of organising the workshop programme and advising on the plenaries and symposiums. 

In the French Committee office we had major contributions from Romain Caillaud, Catherine de Charentenay, Eric Parpaillon, Pascale Montéville, Lisa Desrues-Liaño, Thierry Christophoul, Pierre Alviset and Mme Marguerite Alviset. ICSW staff from our African Office played a significant role – Roselyn Nakirya and Maureen Sellmeijer. Michael Raper as our chair throughout the conference was magnificent in keeping the programme moving and solving the inevitable problems that occur. (We wish Michael well in his new employment with Australian Red Cross). The Vinci Centre has provided a wonderful venue assisted by a very capable staff. Finally, the city of Tours has for many reasons been a most attractive location for an ICSW conference. 
This has been an exciting conference. The plenaries, symposiums were of a very high standard and the workshops that I attended were notable for the enthusiasm and involvement of the participants. It reminded me of the strength of ICSW – our diversity and how we learn from each other. 
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