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Editorial

Promoting social development today is a priority all over the world and in the policies of all countries. In particular poor countries have to realise concrete actions towards that end if we truly hope to create a peaceful world and harmony between men. 

These days it becomes ever clearer that social inequalities continue to deepen the gap within the hearts of our communities. The consequences of inequalities cause what we can call the malaise under many skies, especially in poor countries. It is time to respond and face this situation.

We have to overcome our egotisms, repetitious statements and give all a chance to a dignified life, to have access to education, to a decent job, to a good health and to shelter. Social development means that all people benefit from social coverage and the opportunity to finally find refuge from the evils caused by the lack of it.  

The International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW/CIAS) is the global organisation of reference in this field. ICSW challenges and acts in response to national, regional and international social policies. To be successful we need the support from all our members and those who adhere to the aims and objectives of ICSW. Together we can help make our people aware of their social economic rights and guarantee an equitable social coverage. 

We invite you to visit the ICSW website www.icsw.org to learn about ICSW’s progress since the 33rd conference in Tours in France in 2008. 

The Accra Forum on Aid Effectiveness  

Parallel to the Heads of State and Donor conference on Aid Effectiveness in Accra in September 2008, a Forum for Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) was held to determine a shared direction on the conference topics. 

ICSW was well represented in this forum by the Global Vice-President Charles Abbey, Roselyn Nakirya, Project Coordinator ICSW Africa, Judith Kaulem Regional President of East and Southern and by Emmanuel Agbemavi, the Regional President of Central and West Africa. 

The participation of ICSW in the Forum, led by Charles Abbey, created  good exposure for ICSW. The ICSW stand was visited by many  forum participants. Many meetings took place with African CSOs where we explained the objectives and work  of ICSW. We aim to broaden our membership.  

The forum adopted several series of recommendations to enhance Aid Effectiveness and civil society’s role in this. Civil society organisations requested increased involvement in aid management.

The first African Forum on Social Welfare Kigali, Rwanda 

The ICSW Global President Mr. Christian Rollet participated in the first Social Security Forum held in Africa, in Kigali, Rwanda in November 2008. The Forum, organised by the International Social Security Association (ISSA) had panelists from national, regional and international institutions on social security.
The spotlight was  on Social Security Observatory (SSO) to enable interested people to be informed of social security programmes worldwide and in African countries specifically. (Following information and links come from the ISSA Website/Observatory.)

The Social Security Observatory of ISSA, monitors social security programmes worldwide and provides information on key issues in social security as well as analysing developments in social security. 

The ISSA maintains several unique databases on social security: an overview of social security systems worldwide; a monitor of social security reforms; summaries of complementary and private pension systems; access to social security legislation; and a comprehensive archive and bibliography on social security.

The country profiles provide a comprehensive overview of social security programmes in Latin and North America, Africa, Asia, the Pacific and Europe. It describes the different systems in more then 170 countries and territories. In addition there are profiles of private and supplementary pension schemes in about 60 countries.  The descriptions are available in English and other working languages of ISSA. (French, German and Spanish). 

The Social Security Monitor allows access to a range of social security news items and information from external sources and publications.

The Topics section offers a summary analysis of selected themes with recommended resources for further reading and research. Additional information is available in the Resources section and through the list of recommended social protection and partner Websites.

World Bank reports point to problems in youth employment and HIV and AIDS in Africa
1. Youth employment 

The African Development Indicators (ADI) emphasises the need for a multi sectoral approach to speed up the creation of youth employment in Africa.  

JOHANNESBURG, 4th December 2008— The World Bank has called on African countries to adopt a range of actions to help deal with the youth employment challenge it is facing. According to the African Development Indicators (ADI) 2008/09 released today, a job-seeking African youth—typically a poor, out–of–school female living in a rural area—will likely face increasingly greater challenges in securing employment on the continent.   

Arguing for a multi-sectoral approach, the report, titled “Youth and Employment in Africa—The Potential, the Problem, the Promise”—suggests several key areas to begin tackling the employment issue, including expanding job and education alternatives in the rural areas; encouraging and supporting entrepreneurship; improving the access and quality of skills formation; and addressing demographic issues.

Citing examples of interventions designed to integrate young people in the labour market, the study reinforces the point that comprehensive and integrated approaches tend to do better than fragmented ones. Given the challenges faced by the youth in labour markets, success in pursuing employment for young people will require long term, concerted actions, spanning a wide range of policies and programs.

Due to an increase in youth population, as well as the still very high fertility rate that characterizes the region, African countries will likely face an increase in job creation pressure for the youth over the coming decades. The definition of youth is a person between the ages of 15 to 24 years.

Young people make up 18 percent of the world’s population today, or 1.2 billion in absolute terms. Of these, 87% live in developing countries. In Africa, roughly 200 million people fall within this age range, accounting for over 20 percent of the population, but this is expected to increase rapidly because 42 percent of the current population is below 15 years of age. While the youth population in Africa is not homogenous, the typical African youth, as given by medians, is an 18 year-old female who lives in a rural area, is literate but no longer attending school, and likely to be married with children.

(source full text World Bank: News Release No:2008/157/AFR)

2. The struggle against HIV and AIDS 

Changing environment of HIV and AIDS: what it means for Africa

A recent report insists on the need to adapt, to face reality and utilise finances effectively. 

Dakar, 3rd December, 2008 — A World Bank report that was released in Dakar in December 2008 emphasises the need for a localised response informed by the facts facing HIV and AIDS in Africa.

The changing environment of HIV and AIDS covers many important topics related to the response to Africa and its curse. Among the questions to tackle the most important are; the social economic impact of HIV and AIDS; aid to the most vulnerable groups; the importance of using available finances efficiently; and the financial sustainability of HIV/AIDS interventions in a complex environment for donors. The conclusions of the report emphasise the need to strengthen commitment and political decision-making at the country level. The Bank commissioned the report to further develop its five year Programme of Action for the struggle against HIV and AIDS in Africa. Multiple authors participated in the International Congress on AIDS and MST in Africa (ICASA 2008) in Dakar, Senegal in order to discuss their conclusions and possible solutions. 

In the beginning: the  Agenda for Action of the World Bank on HIV and AIDS in Africa 

Since 2006 the World Bank analyses of the changing circumstances of HIV and AIDS in Africa have resulted in a new strategy. The Bank envisages a multi-partner and multi sector approach to the AIDS situation in Africa, titled: 

The World Bank’s Commitment to HIV/AIDS in Africa: Our Agenda for Action 2007-2011. The Agenda for Action shows that the World Bank gives priority to a sustainable approach, based on the long term rather then an emergency response.

The new strategic aims of the Bank in this field involve: advising countries on the best way to manage the international finances they receive; aid to countries to speed up the implementation and to invest in sustainable development for the long term related to the HIV and AIDS problem; the strengthening of monitoring and evaluation capacities of countries to identify effective actions, effectiveness and transparancy of their responses to HIV and AIDS; and lastly, the development of stronger fiduciary and health systems. The implementation of the strategy started at the end of 2007. 
See also www.worldbank.org/afr/aids 
Overview of upcoming events

1. Regional Social Security Forum for Asia and the Pacific
ISSA, 21.10.2009 – 23.10.2009 | Manila, Philippines 

2. Strategy Conference: Building a bridge between international and national strategies on health and safety at work
ISSA, 28.01.2009 – 30.01.2009 | Dresden, Germany 

3. Seminar for CEOs and senior management in Central and Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States
ISSA, 10.03.2009 – 14.03.2009 | Divonne-Les-Bains, France 

4. Technical Seminar on Family Policies - Family policies in the face of changes in family structures and the evolving socio-economic context
 ISSA, 19.03.2009 – 20.03.2009 | Montevideo, Uruguay 

5. World Social Security Forum
ISSA, 29.11.2010 – 4.12.2010 | Cape Town, South Africa 

6. International Policy and Research Conference on Social Security
ISSA, 2010; date to be determined | Luxembourg 
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