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African Associations emergency call for struggle against AIDS:  

The financial crisis must not deprive patients of access to treatment. As most of you know, the last Technical Review Panel (TRP) of The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (“the Global Fund”) was not favourable to the proposals submitted by many countries for Round 9. Beyond knowing what modalities of treatment are successful, actors in the struggle against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, are worried that treatment and prevention seriously risk being compromised, regardless of the country. In addition, it is worrying to see donors, under the pretext of the financial crisis, threatening to withdraw the minimum principle of one round per year as done by the Global Fund until now.

We are currently confronted by two big challenges:  

  1- What to do to assist the HIV and AIDS infected people in countries that, in the short term, will find it difficult to access treatment? 

2- What can be done to have an open round table held for all as of next year?  

These are political issues that in our opinion must be necessarily brought before the political institutions of the Global Fund which is the Administrative Council.   

The Administrative Council met from 8 – 10 November 2009 in Addis-Ababa in Ethiopia. We were represented there by the "Central and West Africa" Administrator and others. They are our representatives and we have the obligation to challenge them whilst taking into consideration that they face difficulties as big as those we currently face. Many of us undertake initiatives at country level, directed towards the policy makers in such a way that our questions and proposals be relayed to the meeting in Addis. 

In addition, we propose that readers write an open letter that we wish to publish in the next edition of Jeune Afrique. The purpose of this will be to call upon everyone to take responsibility in, not only working to safeguard the achievements, but also step up financing of the health sector, especially in the Global Fund; and the adaptation of its mechanisms to the evolution of the epidemic. We shall send this open letter to people for signature so that it is addressed to the Administrative Council and, if possible, published in the next issue of Jeune Afrique. Let us make Addis, the city of the African Union, a platform to express our unity and commitment. (The above article was taken from Jeune Afrique)

West and Central Africa regional consultation on the theme of the 2009 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 

Over forty representatives of Civil Society Organizations from five Central and West and African countries - Cameroon, Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone met in Yaoundé, Cameroon from 6-7 May 2009 to share views and analysis on the theme of the 2009 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM). It will be held in the Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago: The theme for this meeting is “Partnering for a more equitable and sustainable future”. The following report was provided by the representative of our member in Cameroon Ms Paschaline Fonyuy Tar Executive Secretary Cameroon Women in Leadership.

The meeting took place against a backdrop of a multiple crises: financial, economic, demographic and social, as well as environmental.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Participants made the following recommendations:
· To Governments

· Steps should be taken in international cooperation to hold China and India accountable on issues of environmental sustainability, responsibility, transparency and accountability. There is need to have a global order to check excesses at national level since these could have a world effect and a uniform solution to climate change should be prescribed to Commonwealth countries.
· African governments should be aware of the strategic importance of natural resources and raw materials that Africa supplies to the global market, when they engage in international cooperation. 

· Industrialization is a key development factor besides agriculture and as such should be seriously considered in development strategies; this applies as well to culture and tourism. Processing industries should be established to transform raw materials into finished products before export, thus creating jobs.
· Gender should be given serious consideration as a determining factor in national development policies. 

· Youth should be given space to exchange of views within the sub region for more sustainable development through partnerships and exchanges.

· Involve civil society contribution at all stages of national development policies, including design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation.

· The financial and economic crisis should be considered as an opportunity for all to turn a new page towards a better future, where more resources will be invested in achieving the MDGs in general and universal primary education for all in particular, with full attention to the  95% of disabled children who are not in schools.  

· To Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 

· CSOs should support rural masses in initiatives addressing governance and promote genuine partnerships at national, regional and international level.

· There should be solidarity among CSOs to encourage technological growth, as some causes of poverty could be found in transfer of the effects of technological development to Africa rather than in the transfer of technology itself.

· Greater effort should be made to inform and influence government officials and relevant regional institutions at all levels. 

· To the Commonwealth

· The Commonwealth Secretariat and Commonwealth Foundation could bring pressure to bear on issues of good governance in developing countries to improve on prevalent situations such as accountability, transparency, fraud, corruption and crisis of hegemony.

· There is a need for more support to the civil society to ensure their contribution to global events and trends.

· Creation at regional level of a field for informal dialogue and debates between government and civil society on pressing issues of concern at national, regional and pan-common

Resource Link Foundation donates teaching materials to Pupils, Ghana

Resource Link Foundation (RLF), a non- governmental organization (NGO) in Ghana and Netherlands, has rehabilitated a six classroom block for the Wenchi Model ‘A’ primary school in the Brong Ahafo region at a cost of GH cedis 8,800 to improve the facilities of the school and to enhance teaching and learning. Mr. Cosmos Gyansi, the Assistant Director of Education in charge of Monitoring and Supervision at Wenchi Municipal Directorate of Education who received the items thanked the donors for this initiative.

Call for Tender: Projection of video conferences in the COP15 meeting in Copenhagen

During the 15th United Nations Conference on climate change, the OIF (Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie) has organized a series of video conferences that aim at creating a better awareness of the issues on the agenda. The project has two aspects of which one is dedicated to youth on the theme “Mass Dialogue - The standing rock of a youth who innovates in the face of changing climate challenges"  
A call for tender is launched to choose the youth organizations that will be able to contribute to this dialogue. A limited number of scholarships are provided to sustain the selected organizations. The deadline was the 4th November2009.
Related links For more information (95 hits).

The call of the XIIIth WFC to the Copenhagen Conference 

Participants in the XIIIth World Forest Conventions (WFC) in Buenos Aires have made a call to bring forest issues to the attention of the Copenhagen Conference, to take place from 7 – 18 December 2009. In this call, they express their worry about the impact of climate change on forests, while underlining the major role that forests can play in the reduction of effects of global warming and the strategies of adaptation. Beside the climate stake, participants note that forests shelter 2/3 of the terrestrial biodiversity. Forest ecosystems generate vital resources (water, food, energy) and incomes for billions of people in the world, notably the indigenous peoples, for whom the identity and socio-cultural stakes of forests are very important.  

The XIIIth World Forest Convention called for urgent actions and approved the findings of the works of the Partnership on the strategic setting of the forests and the climate change, as well as those of the Panel of experts on the adaptation of forests to climate change, in particular on the following points:  
( Forests positively contribute to the carbon balance; so reducing the production of carbons due to deforestation and to the deterioration of forests while encouraging the lasting management of all types of forests, as well as ensuring the conservation of biodiversity, which should be the main priorities of the forestry sector at international level;   
( Forest governance must be improved. Local community capacities, that is, capacities of the indigenous peoples, must be reinforced; even though the measures of adaptation were fully implemented, in the long-term, the adaptation capacities of numerous forests will no longer be sufficient in curbing effects of climate change. Reduction measures must equally be implemented alongside those targeting adaptation;   
( Inter-sectorial collaboration, good governance, economic incentives, taking the needs of the most resourceless people into account – these are all essential for the reduction of deforestation and deterioration of forests;  
( Involvement of professionals of the forestry sector is necessary for implementation of reduction and adaptation actions;  
( Follow-up and evaluation must be reinforced and better coordinated, because they are in position to better inform the decision-makers.   

The XIIIth World Forest Convention insisted on the necessity of reducing poverty in order to reduce deforestation; it also stressed the necessity of respecting the rights of communities. The Convention has acknowledged the role of the civil society and the private sector. It has backed the integration of the Reducing Emissions from Deforestation in Developing Countries (REDD) program in the agreement on climate, with regard to the United Nations Conference on climate change.

Coming events

1. World Forum for social security 
AISS, 29.11.2010 | Le Cap, South Africa 

2. International Conference for Research in Social Security AISS, 

        01.01.2010 | Luxembourg

3. 2010 Joint World Conference on social work and social development 

10 to 14 June 2010/ Hong Kong http://www.swsd2010.org/
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