Opening speech by Solveig Askjem ICSW Global President at the ICSW 33rd Global Conference 30th June 2008 Tours France 
Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished delegates and

ICSW friends from all over the World

Ladies and gentlemen
First of all, I heartily welcome you to this conference.
It is great to be back in France 80 years after the opening the first International Conference of Social Welfare in 1928. ICSW started in Paris as a Global Conference - and 80 years later our Global Conferences are still one of our activities. 
I would like to thank Christian Rollet, Chairman of the ICSW National Committee in France - for inviting us to this conference here in wonderful Tours. I know that you, your volunteers from the Committee and your staff have worked hard to prepare this event and I am looking forward to spend days together with all you who are involved in social work in one way or another.
ICSW is a Global Network of Social NGOs, and to sustain our networks we need to see each other to exchanges ideas, get new knowledge and to learn from each other. Our main way of acting is to strengthen Civil Society’s participation in development. We want to strengthen further our Networks of CSOs around the world to be strong instruments for Global Social Policy to fight for redistribution of wealth and to support vulnerable groups.  We want to have impact on decision makers. To achieve this ICSW supports national and regional bodies to bring social aspects and social justice, gender issues and poverty eradication to the attention of policy makers. That is not an easy job and to do that all of us need good ideas, good data, analysis and new theories on social development and social welfare. I hope this conference will provide you with new information and new energy to do your work even better when you return home. 

In my country the new book “The Bottom Billion” by Paul Collier (researcher, economist from The World Bank who worked together with Stieglitz for many years) has changed some ideas for aid. As you know he analyses why poor countries do not succeed in solving their problems and he provides some reasons for the lack of positive development. He says that brains and not feelings should direct the international poverty policy. He wants us to use statistics, our knowledge etc. 
He means that traditionally we think there are 1 billion rich people and 5 billion poor people in the world. He, however, insists that we are 1 billion rich people, 4 billion on the way out of poverty, and 1 billion -“The Bottom Billion”- is the really poor group that need our support. They need long lasting cooperation to make their countries independent and able to solve their own problems. His book is about how to deal with the 58 countries where these really poor “Bottom Billion” live, and what kind of new aid is needed. He says that these countries are caught in one or more developmental traps: “The Conflict trap” with different civil wars, ”The Resource trap”, how to redistribute and invest income form natural resources without corruption, and the  “The Bad government trap ” with weak states, lack of democracy and human rights. The fourth is not a trap but a fact: These countries are mostly landlocked and do not have a coastline. He says that our policies must reduce the effect of these traps and Paul Collier wants an international charter to regulate distribution of income from natural resources, a sort of an open system; “The Extracting Industries Transparency Initiative”. He also wants to work for an international charter about Good Governance for Africa. He recommends that we use some of the criteria for membership developed by the EU for the new member states from east and south Europe. These criteria have meant a lot in the development of democracy. ICSW agrees with Collier that we need international and regional cooperation to solve such complex problems and I hope some of our members will join this work.
I also hope this conference will discuss and reflect on the Copenhagen Commitments from The World Social Summit in 1995. The Commitments are more comprehensive than the Millennium Development Goals. Instead of defining a minimum standard of poverty, “a dollar a day thinking”, we find the 10 Commitments from Copenhagen are still valid for our work. Commitment number 1 says: “To create an enabling economic, political, social, cultural and legal environment that will enable people to achieve social development.” The Copenhagen Commitments also includes full employment as a basic priority, as well as eradication of poverty, protection of human rights, gender issues, education and health, social integration and international cooperation for social development. One thing is missing: The environmental problems and Global warming which affect us all.
As we celebrate our 80 years birthday these days in Tours, I hope we can learn from our past experiences and I hope all of us can act wiser in the future to make life better for people in need.

I hope you will enjoy your stay here in Tours and return home with good ideas for your daily work.

I wish all of us good luck!
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