Recommendations agreed at the 
GO-NGO Forum on Social Welfare and Development

9 September 2006, Bangkok 
1. This Forum calls on ASEAN to recommend that member countries demonstrate a commitment to capacity building of National Councils / National NGO Forums and its members to ensure the capacity of these councils to undertake: 

i. Service Delivery

ii. Consultation and Research

iii. Advice to Governments

iv. Public Advocacy

2. 
This Forum recommends that, SOMSWD delegations include in their delegation a National Council member (or equivalent) in order to improve GO-NGO collaboration.  This forum also urges ASEAN to invite ICSW as an observer

3. This Forum requests that ASEAN establish a formal GO-NGO Forum for ASEAN/ASEAN + 3 Members. The Forum will comprise the following characteristics:

i) 
Up to two NGOs and one GO delegate;

ii) 
Will meet at least annually immediately prior to the SOMSWD 
meeting.

iii) 
Will prepare recommendations for consideration by the following 
SOMSWD and SOMSWD+3 meeting.
4.
This Forum recommends that ASEAN strengthen bilateral and sub-regional cooperation related to specific issues of concern in particular but not limited to poverty reduction, human trafficking, drugs, migrant workers and people with disabilities. 

5. This Forum calls for the establishment of mechanisms for ongoing cooperation between ASEAN, ICSW and National NGOs

6. This Forum calls for the commission of a study on legal frameworks for the registration and operation of NGOs in the ASEAN region. The study will identify best practice of legal frameworks within the region for the guidance of member countries.
7. This Forum recognises the progress in the area of economic integration in ASEAN. In this context ASEAN needs to ensure greater emphasis on the development of social protection schemes to address an increasing social and economic disparity. The Forum recommends that ASEAN undertake a mapping of social protection practice.
8. This Forum recognises the work being undertaken by ASEAN to build a regional network of Schools of Social Work to facilitate the standardisation of social work practice. This program also aims to assist in the establishment of schools of social work where there are none.
9. This Forum recommends to ASEAN the development of joint GO and NGO monitoring and evaluation and standardization mechanisms for key areas of the ASEAN framework on social welfare and development as a way of both:

a. Improving ASEAN evaluation programs

b. Improving GO-NGO collaboration and understanding
10. 
This Forum supports the initiative of the ASEAN-ROK home based care project for the elderly and recommends the continuation of pilot projects between GO and NGO. The pilot projects will implement field based activities to develop best practice on social welfare concerns in particular in the areas of poverty reduction, human trafficking, drugs, migrant workers and people with disabilities to provide recommendations for the ASEAN region.
11. 
This Forum calls on ASEAN governments to show solidarity of taking a united action at the United Nations during the forthcoming General Assembly by supporting the adoption of the International Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (PWDs), the draft of which was approved by the Ad Hoc Committee during its 8th session (August 14-25, 2006 at UN Headquarters in New York City), and call on ASEAN governments to ratify the convention.
12. This Forum strongly recommends that ASEAN Secretariat and member countries source adequate funds to undertake the above recommendations.
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