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Letter from the Regional President

Greetings to one and all,

Mid-2011 brings new challenges – looming global financial crisis, drought, food insecurities, urban rioting – amidst greater political commitment, we hope, to meet these challenges.  For many among us the work that needs to be done goes on. It is always important to remember the many unsung heroes who work in the field to provide services to those in need.

Some of our National Councils and the umbrella thematic bodies in SEAP are, from accounts that I have heard, struggling with budget cuts and constraints on resources. Yet there is also a positive energy of wanting to keep up with the latest approaches to meeting social needs and preserving the dignity of the people. There is a concerted focus amongst members, to get to grips with the Social Protection Floor Initiative (SPFI) and so look for transformative sustainable schemes to meet the needs of the people. The SPFI will remain a focus area for ICSW as we prepare for the next World Conference in Stockholm in 2012.

This edition of the ICSW SEAP newsletter aims to share the latest developments towards achieving the MDG goals as well as the latest in the publication world on social development issues and solutions. Do feel free to peruse the links provided. We would also like to congratulate the recent success of “Art for All” organized by ESCAP in Thailand and would like to hear from all those who participated as civil society members. We hope that more countries will ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

I also appeal to all members to give us a short synopsis of your activities so that we can include this in the newsletter. We have now with us Ms Dilpreet Kaur (dkaur@icsw.org) from Singapore as a programme officer who will help us in the region. I take this opportunity to thank Ms Julia Fountain for all her dedicated work and we will all miss her.

I welcome your feedback on the developments within the region and look forward to meeting with you personally to discuss and devise strategies. To some of us, I will see you soon in September for our 6th Go-NGO Forum in Bangkok, Thailand. 

All the best in your endeavors!
Braema Mathi

Regional President (SEAP)
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 2015

The MDG Gap Task Force, created by the UN Secretary General, has published a recent report on the MDG goals, crisis and need for global partnership. The task force proposes steps for the international community to take in achieving these goals, including leveraging on inter-agency coordination to improve the monitoring of the MDG goals. The deadline on delivering respective commitments on MDG goals is growing increasingly short. Moreover the global crises and looming threats heighten the need for greater cooperation between actors. Read more of the report here. 
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Indigenous societies within our region are crucial actors whose needs should not be forgotten in our pursuit of the MDG 2015. The endpoverty2015 Millennium campaign has published a report that draws out key connections between each MDG goal and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and provides key recommendations for policy and practice change to promote the rights of indigenous peoples and accelerate the achievement of the MDGs. Read more to find out how this can support your advocacy efforts. 
For updates on recent developments towards achieving the MDG, refer here. 
Petition for Social Protection Floor Initiative (SPF-I)
ICSW supports the adoption of a social protection floor programme involving inter-agency collaboration between various actors on the national, regional and international level. Research by UN agencies have shown that states can afford to ensure a social protection floor for its people. Most importantly, it is necessary countries do so because the poor are often victims of economic crises who need protection to move out of poverty and made less vulnerable at times of crisis. 
Visit GoPetition to sign the campaign to support a Social Protection Floor Initiative today. Do encourage other individuals and organisations to sign the petition as well.
UN Committee on CEDAW
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ICSW Regional President, Ms Braema Mathiaparanam (extreme right in the photo) recently advocated for greater compliance towards women rights at the United Nations committee for the Convention On The Elimination Of All Forms Of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) Meeting in her capacity with the women’s group in Singapore called AWARE. Many NGOs attended this session at the UN headquarters in New York from the 18th to the 22nd of July. The objective of this session was to review the progress of states in ratifying the treaty’s aims. 
Braema shares that successful lobbying is achievable and states and civil society actors, both contribute to better outcomes for the people.  Braema and her team underwent a crucial three-day training workshop to prep themselves for the successful delivery of the Shadow report to the UN Committee for CEDAW. The workshop was conducted by the International Women’s Right Action Watch (IWRAW) Asia Pacific. 
For additional information: The IWRAW Asia Pacific has a CEDAW Knowledge Resource that provides official and practical information on the application of the UN CEDAW Convention and other international human rights treaties. Access it here.
Publications on the region

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the Asia-Pacific Population Journal have produced recent publications with studies and statistics conducted within the region of Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 
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The Promise of Protection: Social protection and development in Asia and the Pacific published by the ESCAP in May evaluates and concludes on the need to protect and therefore the importance of the Social Protection Floor (SPF) by analysing existing social floors and staircases, culminating in a compelling case for action. 
While, the latest issue by the Asia-Pacific Population Journal features two case studies within the region – Philippines and Thailand respectively and the pressing needs within these societies today. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The International Association for Community Development (IACD) and Community Development Society (CDS) recently published their second joint newsletter. Read more on their work towards community development and efforts in creating a global society of community developers.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) Sustainable Development Working Paper Series has published Approaches to Combat Hunger in Asia and the Pacific, which analyses a plausible solution towards combating hunger and malnourishment in the region. Though not too optimistic about the reality of realising the MDG Goals by 2015, it shares case studies of successful programmes that might supplement existing efforts organised by your respective organisations. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The second edition of the GSP Digest for 2011 features the lead up discussion to the G20 leaders’ summit to be held in November this year in France. Facilitating this discussion, ministers will meet in September to focus specifically on reforms related to development issues. President Sarkozy, for one, has been promoting a tax on financial transactions as an effective means to fund development.

A further objective of the French Presidency of the G20 is to “Strengthen the Social Dimension of Globalisation” via campaigning for acceptance of a minimum standard of universal social protection. Four priority objectives are named in this area: promoting employment (particularly for young people and disadvantaged individuals); stronger social protection; respect for social and labour rights; and improved coordination of strategies among international organisations.

On social protection GSP Digest notes the “unlamented departure of Robert Holzmann as Head of Social Protection from the World Bank”. The Bank is said to be moving away from its neoliberal approach to embrace the ILO position on social protection but it is not there yet. 

The GSP also reports on how the Global Social Governance contains worrying trends in the cuts to both the UN and WHO budgets. 
An interesting (and substantial) historical review of the development of the global politics of poverty alleviation analysing the views of the Bank and the UN up to date is provided by Timo Voipio’s thesis “From Poverty Economics to Global Social Policy”. The thesis along with many other references in GSP Digest can be downloaded here.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The ILO has published one page summary reports on developments in Social Protection Floor in selected countries across the various regions. Attached in Annex A is a country report on the Social Protection Floor developments in Indonesia. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Upcoming conferences

(1) GO-NGO Conference, Bangkok Thailand 2011

The theme for this year’s GO-NGO Conference is Social Protection Floor. It will be held from the 19th to 23rd of September 2011. Invitation letters requesting for representation from each state will be emailed soon with the full details of the conference. Do mark these dates off your calendar in the meantime.
(2) Sustainable Societies; Responsive Citizens 2011
The 64th Annual United Nations Conference for Non-Governmental Organizations associated with the Department of Public Information, on the theme “Sustainable Societies; Responsive Citizens” will be held in Bonn, Germany from the 3-5th of September this year. Visit the conference website for updates on the happenings.  
(3) Social Work and Social Development 2012 – Action and Impact, Stockholm Sweden

Invitation to send in abstracts to secure a spot in presenting at this international conference is now open. There are various themes to present on. We would like to invite you to participate in this conference which will take place next year in Stockholm from the 8th to 12th of July. This conference will bring together researchers, educators, social policy makers, social work practitioners, service users, social activists and other actors within the field of social work and social policy. It is aimed at exchanging experience and developments in social work practice, social research and education as well as social policy towards developing a sustainable welfare system in the future. 

Criteria of abstracts: as long as content is relevant, innovative, clear and contributes to the existing knowledge. 
Submission Deadline: November 30, 2011
Abstract Length: max 2,500 words
Enter your abstract submission here.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As always, we are keen to hear from our readers and welcome contributions. Best wishes,

Braema Mathiaparanam, President, South East Asia & Pacific Region (bmathi@icsw.org) and Dilpreet Kaur, dkaur@icsw.org, Programme Officer, South East Asia & Pacific. Website: www.icsw.org
The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

ICSW Regional Presidents’ Contact Details:
Ms. Braema Mathiaparanam

Chairperson- Coordinator

Singapore Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism

C/o Block 307, Hougang Avenue 5#13-317, Singapore 530307

 Email: bmathi@icsw.org
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Social Protection Floor in Indonesia
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Summary, 22 July 2011
Indonesia strives towards the extension of social protection coverage to the whole population. Since its amendment in 2002, Indonesian Constitution recognizes the right to social security for all, and the responsibility of the State in its development. 
Social protection is not only considered as a right but also as a precondition to sustainable economic development and growth with equity. Social protection plays a key role in developing a productive, educated, skilful and healthy workforce in the country. Indonesia’s Medium Term National Plan (2010-2014) prioritizes education, health and poverty alleviation and the further development of existing programmes and schemes that will guarantee access to health care for the whole population, access to education and nutrition for families with children, job opportunities and progressively sustainable income for working age populations, minimum income security for populations in great despair such as the elderly and disabled with no family support.

Today more than half of the population in Indonesia has access to health care through both contributory and non contributory social health protection schemes. For instance the non contributory health insurance scheme Jamkesmas covers already 32 per cent of the population, most of them being poor or near poor. The BOS programme provides block grants to schools with the aim of providing free basic education, up to the 9th grade. Scholarship programmes targeted to the poor further facilitate access to education for poor children. The PNPM programme supports communities in the design and implementation of their own development plans that may include new income generating activities and social services for their populations. Opportunities for micro-entrepreneurs have also been developed by providing them with credit opportunities. 

Existing social protection and anti poverty programmes in Indonesia are regrouped in three clusters. Programmes under cluster 1 include transfers in cash of in kind. Programmes under cluster 2 include community empowerment program (PNPM), the main components of which include (but not limited to) infrastructure and labour intensive activities (roads, sanitation, etc.) that will benefit either the whole community or targeted households (poor households). Programmes under cluster 3 include for instance microfinance programmes to encourage the creation and development of small and medium enterprises. A poverty alleviation team is dedicated to the monitoring of all these programmes and ensures better coordination and their expansion.

Government of Indonesia also prioritizes the further development of social security systems through the progressive implementation of the National Social Security Law (Law No 40, 2004: National Social Security System). Law No. 40/2004 is an important milestone because it mandates the extension of social security coverage to the whole population in the field of health, work injury, old age and death of the breadwinner. The social security strategy follows a stair-case approach with non contributory schemes for the poorest, contributory schemes (with flat rate contributions) for self employed and statutory social security schemes for formal sector workers. The Law although enacted has not yet been implemented for lack of decrees of implementation. 

Indonesia’s commitment to social protection is also reflected in the tripartite Indonesian Jobs Pact which was recently signed. The Pact prioritizes job creation and social protection in response to the crisis and in supporting the socio-economic development.

The Social protection floor framework promoted by the UN and the G20 is a relevant tool both to describe the social security, social protection and poverty alleviation programmes in Indonesia and to identify priority options for the future, as well as to find ways to enhance policy coherence across programmes, reduce fragmentation and increase efficiency through better targeting mechanisms and search for synergies with other strategies to reduce vulnerabilities of the poor (e.g., employment creation, skills development).
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