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The 2012 Joint World Conference will take place in Stockholm, Sweden, from 8 to 12 July 2012. The conference will be the meeting point for policymakers, social workers, scholars and students to exchange experiences and developments in social work practice, social research and education and social policy to develop a sustainable welfare system for the future.  

The conference is organized by three global organisations in the field of social work and social development: IASSW – International Association of Schools of Social Work; IFSW – International Federation of Social Workers, and  ICSW.

The Call for Abstract is now open. The deadline for abstracts is 30 November 2011.  

The Conference website contains further information about the conference and call for abstracts in French, Spanish and Swedish: www.swsd-stockholm-2012.org The website also offers opportunity to discuss the conference topics on-line. 

ICSW’s activities in Social Platform Brussels

Cornelia Markowski

This newsletter offers a good opportunity to look back to the work of ICSW Europe in Social Platform (Platform of European Social NGOs, Brussels) in the first half of the year. And it is a good time to spread information about the initiatives for the rest of the year. In earlier editions we have already informed you about single activities of Social Platform (especially Newsletter May/June 20111). Beside this ICSW has taken part in further consultation processes on social policy issues, such as the consultation on European public procurement rules (green paper). The Social Platform adopted a position paper in April. Additionally it has presented amendments for a report of the EP concerning the “Future of social services on general interest” (so called De-Rossa-Report, passed 5 July 2011). 
As a next step, Commissioner Barnier wants to make a legislative proposal for new EU-rules for service concessions in September. Depending on the organization of the social services in the different EU member states, this new legislation can affect social services, if the directive includes social and health services. In the beginning of 2012 another legislative proposal regarding public procurement procedures for contracts will follow. At present the social services have privileged treatment in tendering process. The question is whether the new legislation will keep this privilege, will abolish it or even completely exclude social services of general interest from the application of the new EU legislation. After the publication of the draft version of the directive in2012 the debate within Social Platform and ICSW Europe will start. 
Parallel to this process, the EU Commission will issue a revised decision on state aid rules in November, referring to state aid to services of general interest. The discussion in the Social Platform in the last months has revealed the growing importance of knowledge about the interests of national NGOs and stakeholders as well as practice examples in order to assess the need of legal regulation properly. This offers better opportunities than in the past for ICSW Europe to convey the members’ interests, because many member networks of Social Platform do not have an effective link with their national members. The task for the next months therefore will be to use and enforce an effective exchange of information and opinions within ICSW Europe. 
Next to these topics, mainly driven by initiatives of the EU-Commission, the Social Platform has continued its work on its annual theme “Care”.  A first draft of recommendations was discussed in the general assembly in April (see also Newsletter March/April). It later has been revised by the working groups of Social Platform. Due to the different systems and structures of care service provision in the EU member states, the recommendations focus more on urging decision-makers in Brussels and the national governments to better comply with European law, especially with the Charter of Fundamental Rights, with a view to respecting the rights of the people who need nursing, guaranteeing gender equality, reconciliation of care and work, more appreciation of informal care, accessibility to care services for all, and – last, but not least - to allocate European as well as national funds to reach these objectives. The process has been followed in the working groups of Social Platform. After the annual conference of Social Platform on 9 December, the recommendations will be ready so that they can be used for the lobby work in 2012.
Announced for 5 October 2011 are two communications of the EU Commission concerning social entrepreneurship and corporate social responsibility of companies (CSR). Six weeks later a stakeholder conference on these measures will take place. These initiatives will start an extensive discussion about social economy, its definition, characteristics and the necessary legal frame work conditions for the social sector. European-wide networks like ICSW Europe or Social Platform intend to give suggestions for defining the term social economy in Europe and make it a key topic in 2012.
All documents of Social Platform can be found on: www.socialplatform.org. For further questions, Cornelia Markowski,  ICSW German National committee, will be pleased to provide you with more information. 

EU Presidency Poland

Priorities

The EU Presidency of Poland started on 1 July 2011, taking over from Hungary. The Polish Presidency will be organised around three big themes. The first theme is bringing the discussions on crisis to an end and focusing on European sources of growth. The second theme surrounds issues of security in energy, defence, and food issues. The third theme of the Polish Presidency will be an open Europe. An important aspect will be the conclusion of negotiations with Croatia to enable Croatia to become the next member of EU. The Presidency will focus on the two neighbourhoods in the South and East. The Arab Spring came unexpectedly but the EU needs be actively involved in shaping its relations with this part of the world. The Eastern Partnership, the main neighbourhood focus, is not so much a challenge as an outreach of EU values. The Eastern Partnership Summit in September will acknowledge partners who are needed for European development, and help them become more stable and democratic.
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Priorities in the social field

The Presidency’s employment and social policies will concentrate on:

· Intergenerational solidarity: towards Europe’s demographic future: 

· Active Europe (A working Europe)

· Civic partnership: public authorities and non-governmental organizations in the implementation of social policy goals.

In the framework of intergenerational solidarity, the Presidency will promote measures to reconcile work and family life, including improved access to childcare and elderly care services, increasing and extending the professional activity of different social groups, improving the profitability of mobility in the labour market, and increasing the importance of social dialogue for the achievement of social policy goals. Work will be initiated on work-life balance, to be prepared by the European Institute for Gender Equality. The Trio Presidency plans three declarations on reconciliation and a conference will be held on this topic in Cracow on October 21.

In implementing the Active Europe priority, the Presidency will launch a debate on the flexicurity model’s impact on the level of employment, especially among older people. The debate will also concern the positive aspects of occupational activity. A review of the factors motivating and de-motivating employees to maintain and prolong their occupational activity will be carried out. Micro-credits for entrepreneurs are also an issue of interest. A conference will take place in Warsaw on October 10-12.

With regard to civic partnerships, the Presidency will initiate a debate on the role and importance of non-governmental organisations and other partners in the implementation of social policy. A discussion will take place on virtual volunteering as an innovative instrument enabling implementation of social goals and its further development. A conference on e-volunteering is planned on  September 12 in Warsaw. Attention will also be paid to local partnerships and the role of volunteering at local level for social inclusion. The closing conference of the European Year on Volunteering will take place on December 6. 

Poland – Denmark – Cyprus trio

As the period of six months is not enough for a Presidency to effectively realise the objectives that are set, the idea of the troika has taken hold: a group Presidency with three Member States which are to exercise the Presidency one after the other, coordinating their objectives to be met within 18 months, or the period of three subsequent Presidencies. Effective results are also assured by the fact that each trio consists of one large and two smaller Member States and each trio comprises states of the old and the enlarged Union. Poland is the first and the largest country of the Trio, which also includes the Kingdom of Denmark and the Republic of Cyprus. Poland has been working on matters concerning cooperation in the Trio with Denmark and Cyprus since 2008. The finalised programme of the 18-month Trio decided that the most important subjects common for the three Presidencies will be: the new EU budget, the issue of Northern Africa, the Eastern Partnership and the fight against unemployment and poverty.

Social Platform proposals to the Presidency

The Social Platform proposed to the Presidency troika a social pact to ensure the implementation of the social objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy in the European Semester and set up new economic and social governance involving the civil society. The Platform also proposed to give equal priority to the target to reduce poverty by 20 million by 2020 and take actions to meet this target in the same way as for the stability and convergence programmes, and to ensure that the Multi-Annual Financial Framework supports the attainment of the Europe 2020 Strategy by providing adequate funding both in a specific and mainstreamed manner to reduce poverty and social inclusion and protect fundamental rights.

In addition the Social Platform presented the following points with regard to Solidarity between generations: 

1) Members of Social Platform support the creation of an EU Platform for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations involving civil society and all relevant stakeholders in order to develop innovative solutions that will deliver a fair and sustainable social model, as well as promote a more active participation of all ages in society.

2) Maintain a high level of solidarity in national social protection systems and labour markets as part of holistic and sustainable policies to support all generations, in particular through access to adequate income, affordable and quality services, inclusive employment and through exchange of good practice and mutual learning within and among generations.

For more detailed information on the work programme of the Presidency and the calendar of related events, visit the Polish EU Presidency website. 

19th European Social Services Conference 

Warsaw, July 6-8, 2011

Cornelia Markowski

350 social directors, service managers, senior professionals, political decision-makers, researchers and campaigners from 32 countries came together at the European Social Services Conference organized by the European Social Network (ESN) in Warsaw from 6 to 8 July 2011. The German ICSW National Committee and   its research project „Observatory of socio-political developments in Europe“ attended the conference and offered two workshops – one on cooperation between voluntary welfare agencies, youth welfare and social authorities, guardianship and family courts in Germany and those abroad to handle international family-conflicts and another on innovative approaches for a future-oriented policy for senior citizens. The overall title for the plenary sessions and workshops was “An active and caring society”. Like every year the conference offered a very good opportunity to exchange experiences on public services, best practice examples and integrated services with practitioners and decision-makers coming from all over Europe – from Iceland to Cyprus, from Azerbaijan to Portugal.
ESN as well as the ESN conferences are dominated by representatives of local authorities, cities and regions. But in the last years the part of social services, institutions providing social services and projects in the social sector has increased. The range of themes has widened too: questions on improving efficiency, accessibility, the (positive and negative) impact of new management methods or the (dis)advantages of information and communication technology in social work, de-institutionalisation as well as best practice examples of cooperation and networking in the community. The latest policy report of ESN „Contracting for Quality” was presented and discussed at the conference. The study gives an overview of financing, management of quality services, user involvement, case management in Sweden, Czech Republic, UK, Germany, Estonia and Belgium. The main worries are that new public management structures displace the established way of local social planning and that the costs of quality management and bureaucratic hurdles become too high. This triggered a debate about the different perspectives on care and quality of various stakeholders and about how the relationships between them can strengthen quality of care for older people in Europe. The European Social Network (ESN) also has published a working paper entitled “Changing priorities: managing social services in times of crisis”. It presents evidence from ESN members and other sources about the impact of the economic downturn on social services. The paper came out as a result of a workshop held in December last year which brought together people who manage front-line social services across Europe. All the papers and most of the conference presentations are available at the ESN website www.esn-eu.org in English. For further questions you can contact the ESN’s office directly or Cornelia Markowski, German ICSW National Committee.

Supporting the Social Protection Floor Initiative
ICSW supports the adoption by every country of a social protection floor programme that is developed as a cooperative exercise of government, civil society, UN and international agencies. Research by UN agencies demonstrates the affordability of a social protection floor in all countries. The poor are the long term casualties of economic and financial crises. A social protection floor is needed to both protect those moving out of poverty and those who are vulnerable in times of crisis. To support the Social Protection Floor Initiative an online petition has been started. 

The text of the petition: 

We, members of civil society, strongly support the Social Protection Floor Initiative – a joint UN effort coordinated by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) and supported by UN agencies, international NGOs, development banks and other development partners.

About 75 percent of people in the world do not have adequate social security. This lack of protection undermines social cohesion and economic performance and creates political and institutional instability. This floor is a necessary tool for eradicating poverty.

No one should live below a certain income level. Everyone should be able to access at least basic health services, primary education, housing, water, sanitation and other essential services. The two necessary elements for the Social Protection Floor are social transfers to guarantee income security, food security and adequate nutrition, and universal access to essential services.

Universal
The Social Protection Floor (SPF) must be tailored to the needs of each country and builds on that country’s existing social protection mechanisms. It aims to make it possible for everyone to enjoy the rights expressed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (par 22) “Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security”.

Affordable
A Social Protection Floor can be afforded by every country if integrated incrementally. A number of low- and middle-income countries have taken successful measures to build their national Social Protection Floor.

We call on all governments to implement a national social protection floor. We call on the United Nations to assist in the development and implementation of such policies.
ICSW encourages everyone to visit GoPetition and sign the campaign to support a Social Protection Floor Initiative, and to spread this call to others. 

EU Journalist Award Together against discrimination!

The EU Journalist Award 2011 competition closes at 12.00 (midday – CET) on 10 November 2011. Now in its eighth year, the EU Journalist Award – Together against discrimination! is the only journalism competition for print and online journalists focused on discrimination and diversity issues in the EU. Through the Award, the European Commission recognises journalists who contribute to a better understanding of the value and benefits of diversity and the fight against discrimination in the EU.

Entries must cover a topic that promotes the value and benefits of diversity and/or focuses on the fight against discrimination based on at least one of the grounds covered by EU anti-discrimination legislation (racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age, or sexual orientation). Entries which raise awareness of discrimination based on several of the grounds mentioned above (multiple discrimination) are welcomed. Discrimination based on a person’s sex is also protected under EU legislation and can be covered in entries in combination with one or more of the grounds mentioned above. 

This is an award on the value and benefits of diversity and the fight against discrimination so entries which concentrate solely on the subject of immigration are not eligible. Entries exploring immigration issues must, therefore, also deal with the value and benefits of diversity and/or the fight against discrimination based on at least one of the grounds listed above. Entries should have a European dimension. This means that the subject tackled should be of interest to, or affect more than one, EU Member State. More information on the competition, conditions and procedures can be found on the EU Journalist Award 2011 site.

Publications

Religion, Politics and Gender Equality

UNRISD Research and Policy Brief 11

Contrary to modernist predictions that religion would retreat into a private zone of worship and practice, recent decades have seen religion becoming increasingly salient on the political stage worldwide. From the point of view of women’s rights and gender equality, much is at stake. UNRISD research shows that politicized religion impinges on women’s rights in problematic ways. The challenge to gender equality comes not just from fundamentalist agendas, but also from those who instrumentalize women’s rights for political ends. 

This Research and Policy Brief summarizes selected findings from a UNRISD project that explored how religion and politics have interfaced in different national settings, and the implications of this nexus for gender equality and feminist politics – that is, how women, individually and collectively, have contested (or reinforced) religious norms that may be inimical to their interest. Research was carried out in 11 countries: Chile, India, Iran, Israel, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Serbia, Turkey and the United States. 

The Policy Brief and related documents can be downloaded from the UNRISD website.

Exclusion from Material Resources among Older People in EU Countries: 

New Evidence on Poverty and Capability Deprivation

Policy Brief 45, European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research

The salient features of the current European economic climate are not easy to view with optimism: an uncertain recovery from recession, uncomfortably high levels of unemployment, Eurozone debt crises and the longer-term challenges of population ageing and sustainability of social welfare systems - all make for hard reading. As the 2008 recession abates, most European economies are returning - uncertainly - to positive growth. EU unemployment rates average at 10%, common currency problems are testing community solidarity while budgetary cutbacks initiated in many member States are impacting strongly on the public benefits and services for vulnerable groups (particularly, children and older people and people with disabilities). The impact on future generations of elderly - cohorts which are growing in number just as the working populations supporting them declines - depends to a large part on how current problems are resolved at country, regional and European level.

This Policy Brief examines the picture for the current generation of older people, with particular reference to their exclusion from material resources, an absence which triggers and identifies other forms of exclusions for older people. Income is used as a primary measure of exclusion (following Atkinson), but Sen's ideas, emphasising agency freedom and capability aspects of welfare, are also adopted. What emerges is a degree of variation in the relative ranking of countries according to which of the two measures is adopted. The capability approach measures alter significantly the relative ranking of EU countries when compared with the income-based measure. Eastern European EU countries fare much worse in terms of capability deprivation of older people, while the Western European countries improve in their relative standing. What emerges is the clear methodological implication that income-based measures provide only an incomplete picture and must be complemented with non-monetary measures (such as capability deprivation measures reported in this Brief) for a more satisfactory view of the material conditions of older Europeans.

For more information or to download the Policy Brief, visit the European Centre website.

Stronger after the crisis – Strategic choices for Europe’s way ahead

EPC Strategy Paper June 2011

To master the crisis Europe needs new momentum, driven by self-interest, added value and the will to act. The Union's strategic objective of a global Europe, able to co-determine international developments in a highly dynamic global environment, requires the EU and its members to concentrate their efforts on a concrete, ambitious, yet realistic, strategic project. European integration has always been particularly dynamic and successful whenever it set its sights on an ambitious goal linked to a concrete project.

When the sovereign debt crisis is contained, the EU will be in dire need of proactive projects that could

reignite integration, rebuild consensus, and attract and tie the leadership ambitions of its key actors on both the national and European level. This paper proposes four potential strategic projects: 

1) the completion of a truly integrated market; 

2) the establishment of a common migration and asylum policy; 

3) the revitalisation of the European social model through a common vision of a 'Social Europe'; and 

4) the establishment of a 'Defence Union' aimed at integrating the Member States' territorial defence capabilities.

A bigger agenda also lies ahead with its own challenges and opportunities. How can Europe protect and promote its interests, values and governance model in an increasingly interdependent world? It is unthinkable that Europeans could stand happily on the sidelines of such developments. There is no 'Swiss option' for Europe in the world. The time to act is now. 

To download a copy of this paper, visit the European Policy Centre website.
Ensuring labour market success for ethnic minority and immigrant youth

OECD-LEED Handbook nr 6

Young people from ethnic minority and immigrant backgrounds are an important economic, social and cultural asset to local economies in today’s globalising world. However on average, this group has worse employment outcomes than their non-migrant peers, and they have been hit harder by the financial crisis. Supporting access to the labour market for all young people is typically a multifaceted issue, and in the case of immigrants and minority groups it is no easier as it involves working with different cultures and customs, and in some cases tackling intergenerational problems of exclusion. The stakeholders involved are many, drawn from different policy sectors of government, the private sector and civil society.

This learning manual presents a series of policy recommendations for improving the labour market outcomes at local level, based on studies from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Israel, Japan, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States. The handbook can be downloaded from the OECD-LEED website.
Conferences

01 September 2011
Brussels, Belgium
European Citizenship in Action  - ECAS 20th Anniversary
ECAS
E-Mail:
ecas20@ecas.org 
Website:
http://www.ecas-citizens.eu/content/view/397/375/ 
20 years ago in September 1991, when ECAS was initially established as an international non-profit organisation, its first success was a citizens’ week of conferences from which several new European civil society networks and associations sprang. By accentuating the citizen dimension in civil society, this event marks the next step: to create a home for a genuine and more inclusive European citizenship.  

07 - 10 September 2011
Brussels, Belgium
Youth Convention on Volunteering
European Youth Forum
Website:
http://www.youthforum.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=969&Itemid=68&lang=en 
The target audiences of the event are young people, youth organisations, public institutions and the wider public. The aim of the event is to celebrate the work of young volunteers in youth organisations; showcase the role of youth organisations in volunteering; attract and reach out to non-volunteers; involve young volunteers to act afterwards as multipliers in their organisations; discuss good practice and possible cooperation with representatives from other parts of the world.
14 September 2011
Oslo, Norway

EUMARGINS Final Conference 'Inclusion and Exclusion of Young Adult Immigrants in Europe'
Eumargins
E-Mail:
tara.sarin@sosgeo.uio.no 
Website:
http://www.sv.uio.no/iss/english/research/projects/eumargins/news/dissemination/final-conference.html 
The conference aims to present the results of the research carried out by the EUMARGINS project as well as offer specific policy recommendations on a European level. This will contribute to a heightened and more nuanced knowledge of the barriers and bridges that young adult immigrants and descendants face in society today. 
15 - 16 September 2011
Berlin, Germany

Eldercare Services in Europe – Family Support and Home Care Services for Older People
Observatory for Sociopolitical Developments in Europe
E-Mail:
angermann@deutscher-verein.de 
Website:
http://www.sociopolitical-observatory.eu/en/konferenz-eldercare-services-in-europa.html 
In recent years manifold approaches to the topic of eldercare services have been made in Europe. The approaches have been taken up and discussed with regard to demographic change in order to enable users of eldercare services to access these services more easily. In this conference European good practices will be shared, the diverse thematic aspects of family support and home care services for older people will be combined and options of support both for the elderly and for informal caregivers will be discussed.
19 - 21 September 2011
Vienna, Austria
ICICI 2011 International Conference on Indicators and Concepts of Innovation 

Challenge Social Innovation
Zentrum für Soziale Innovation
E-Mail:
conference@zsi.at 
Website:
http://www.socialinnovation2011.eu/ 
A series of sessions will take place over three days, moving from policy discussion and debate to FP7 networking and engagement. There will be key-note speeches by renowned researchers and practitioners in the field, from Europe as well as from Canada, the USA, South America, and South-east Asia (Japan, South Korea). 

23 September 2011
Brussels, Belgium

EAPN CONFERENCE on the CRISIS - Alternative approaches for an inclusive recovery
EAPN European Anti-Poverty Network
E-Mail:
sian.jones@eapn.eu 
Website:
www.eapn.eu 
This  conference aims  to analyze and raise awareness of the social impact of the crisis and the austerity measures in all EU countries and the EU role. It will be a unique opportunity to learn from the ground, to develop alternative approaches and to strengthen alliances.
23 September 2011
Paris, France
The Council of Europe's Social Charter: 50 years and beyond?
The Council of Europe, the Economic, Social and Environmental Council of France and the European Economic and Social Committee
E-Mail:
charte.sociale@lecese.fr 
The aim of this conference, one of the official events marking the 50th anniversary of the 1961 Social Charter, is to highlight how the European Social Charter and European Union law, particularly the Community Charter of Fundamental Social Rights of Workers, can complement each other, and to reflect on how to harness synergies in order to secure progress towards a more social Europe. 
29 - 30 September 2011
Gothenburg, Sweden

Active Citizenship and Adult Education
the Swedish Association for Adult Education (SAEA) and the European Association for Education of Adults (EAEA)
E-Mail:
eaea-info@eaea.org 
Website:
http://www.eaea.org/events.php?aid=16595&d=2009-09 
Today, almost no issue is too local not to be affected by EU politics, and no organization too small not to benefit from a European cooperation. In order to visualize the possibilities and identify the problems with being an active citizen in Europe, the Swedish Association for Adult Education (SAEA) and the European Association for Education of Adults (EAEA) will be jointly hosting a European conference to inspire more active citizenship and the development of advocacy work in Europe.
30 September - 03 October 2011
Peniche, Portugal
European conference for self-advocates
European Platform of Self-Advocates, Inclusion International, Inclusion Europe 
E-Mail:
self-advocacy@inclusion-europe.org 
Website:
http://www.self-advocacy.eu/ 
Topics for discussion will be: how to access health services; how to campaign for our rights, talk to politicians and how to work with media such as television, radio, newspaper or Internet; how to share our life story with others; how to encourage other self-advocates to claim their rights (peer-advocacy); how to start a self-advocacy group; 
legal capacity and the right to make important decision about our lives; political participation and voting; the right to get married and start a family; access to work and how to make sure the right to work is respected; getting out of the institutions and living independently.
13 - 14 October 2011
Cyprus

Forum for the Future of Democracy - The Interdependence of Democracy and Social Cohesion
Council of Europe - Division of NGOs and Civil Society
E-Mail:
catherine.emezie@coe.int 
Website:
www.coe.int/ 
The 2011 Forum session will focus on the close connection between democracy and social cohesion, ie strengthening social cohesion using a political rather than a technical approach. It will aim to address the main trends of and challenges to stronger linkages between democracy and social cohesion, as well as discuss how representation and democratic participation can be strengthened through social dialogue and civic engagement. 

13 - 14 October 2011
Dublin, Ireland

HAVE YOUR SAY: "Building quality jobs in the recovery"
OECD
E-Mail:
ekaterina.travkina@oecd.org 
Website:
http://www.oecd.org/document/50/0,3746,en_2649_34417_47599986_1_1_1_1,00.html 
This international conference will examine how labour market policy, skills development and training policies can contribute to sustainable employment creation, through co-ordination with long-term economic development and local strategies.
17 - 18 October 2011
Cracow, Poland
First Annual Convention of the European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion
European Commission
Website:
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=349&furtherevents=yes 
This first Annual Convention, organised by the European Commission with the Polish Presidency, has as key objective to give visibility and political weight to the European Platform against Poverty and build support across various policies and institutions, different levels of government and civil society actors. The Convention will build on the lessons learnt from the European Year on Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010 and will bridge between the objectives of the Year and the social objectives of the Europe 2020.

18 October 2011
Brussels, Belgium
FUTURAGE Road Map Launch Conference
E-Mail:
futurage@sheffield.ac.uk 
Website:
www.futurage.group.shef.ac.uk 
This conference will launch the FUTURAGE Road Map, which will provide a European research agenda for ageing research for the next 10 years. The Road Map will be presented in the European Parliament at this conference hosted by the STOA Panel of MEPs. Drawing on two years of work, eight stages of consultation with over 700 contributors the Road Map will shape the ageing research agenda in Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation.

19 - 21 October 2011
Utrecht, The Netherlands

European Congress on Family Group Conference
the Eigen Kracht Centrale in cooperation with Hogeschool Utrecht
Website:
http://www.familygroupconference2011.eu/ 
The aim of this conference is to promote Family Group Conference (FGC) as a democratic right and a social responsibility for citizens in Europe. Family Group Conferencing (FGC) is a empirically-based approach that enables citizens to keep positive control of their lives. Agency and family are two different, sometimes competing systems and these two worlds do not easily merge. FGC provides an opportunity to build a bridge between the ‘life’ of citizens and the ‘system’ world of organisations and professionals, paving the way for better collaboration between the two. 
24 October 2011
Utrecht, The Netherlands

Evidence Based Practice (EBP) in social work
MOVISIE
E-Mail:
m.bool@movisie.nl 
Website:
http://www.movisie.nl/136879/def/home/agenda/agenda/introduction_evidence_based_practice_ebp_in_social_work/?onderwerpid=0&toonLinkerMenu=False 
Evidence based practice (EBP) in social work is discussed widely and linked to different models or practices. This one-day international seminar aims to exchange EBP models and practices which are relevant and deserve attention. The seminar deals with criteria for selection of models and practices; evidence base; the role of the client/citizen; the use of evidence in practice; and the limitations of EBP.
24 - 25 October 2011
Helsinki, Finland
All well in the welfare state? Mental wellbeing and the politics of happiness
E-Mail:
anna.alanko@helsinki.fi 
Website:
http://www.reassess.no/id/24071.0 
Welfare and wellbeing have for a long time been closely connected with economical concerns, often associated with economical wealth and material standards of life. However, recent attention has been directed towards the role of various non-economical factors in promoting “mental wellbeing,” “life quality,” and even “happiness”. The aim of this workshop is to bring historians, social scientists and health professionals together to discuss these emerging trends. 
Colophon

This Newsletter of ICSW European Region will be published every two months, six times per year. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, editor of the Newsletter

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail:
Thea Meinema
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Cornelia Markowski (Germany)

Board members:
Leta Dromantiene (Lithuania) and Elli Aaltonen (Finland)

Secretary General:
Bodil Eriksson
Global Office

International Council on Social Welfare

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website:
www.icsw.org
E-mail:
icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to subscribe to receive this free newsletter, please click here and give us your name, name of organisation and email address.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please click here and give us your name, name of organisation and email address.
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