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Fighting against child labour in the world: United States give their financial support, which delights ILO,
The ILO Program on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) was pleased that the Ministry for Labour of United States attributed 59 millions dollars of new subsidies to combat child labour in 19 countries throughout the world.
On this total amount of 59 millions dollars, IPEC program has been awarded 39.4 millions dollars. A wide part of these funds is intended to support projects by country of IPEC program in Africa, Asia and Latin America where, despite significant progresses recorded in combating child labour these last years, millions of children are always obliged to work, at the expense of their health, education and future.
In Africa, IPEC will receive more than 15 millions dollars for direct assistance projects in Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, Ghana, Ivory Coast and Zambia, and to reinforce the political framework of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).  

The Action plan aims at eradicating the worst forms of child labour from here to 2016, and urges ILO Member States to conceive and implement appropriate measures, together with times, in accordance with convention n° 182 on the worst forms of child labour. Convention n° 182 knew the fastest ratification of the ILO history, and only 12 countries are missing to obtain a universal ratification by the 183 Member States of www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/I-News/lang--fr/WCMS_115070/index.htm  

Youth facing the crisis: answers of social and employment policies

The review of youth sustainable insertion on the labour market is the subject of growing attention in these times of crisis.  In the face of the recent evolutions, social and employment policies must be adapted in order to help youth as well as possible to pass through the current crisis.  To do so, Ministers for Labour and Employment of the OECD countries particularly studied this case during their meeting in Paris, last September 28th and 29th.
At short term, the OECD main objective is above all to ensure that newcomers, as well as those who already faced difficulties to find an employment, maintain a link with labour market.  For the Organization, the governments also have the responsibility of preventing that youth leave school prematurely without qualifications.
www.issa.int/fre/ 



Youth Employment in Central Africa

In this part of Africa, youth, who increasingly combine school and employment, are also facing an extremely precarious future, characterized by employment reduced prospects and professional expectations which do not have almost any relationship with the likely structure of the labour market absorption in a foreseeable future.  It shows the growing distorsion between expectations and reality, as well as the school system incapacity to satisfy society real needs in professional training field for purposes of an own account employment.

CURRENT OCCUPATIONS

They are primarily recruited in the informal sector.  These diversified occupations can be divided into two categories:

Itinerant traders:
- carriers
- pastries sellers
- second-hand clothes sellers
- medicine products sellers
- newsvendors
- hawkers

Fixed occupations:
- shoemakers
- washers
- prostitutes 
- food, fritters and bread sellers
- fresh water sellers
- hairdressing salons
- roasted meat sellers
- call box (phone booth on mobile telephone)

It should be said that the profits in this sector, where urban poors earn the essencial means of existence, are particularly sensitive.  Informal sector does not permit to leave poverty, on the contrary, it inserts increasingly the individuals inside.

Key niches
Cameroon economîc development lies in agriculture, breeding, fishing, industry and services. Nevertheless, new information and communication technologies areas seem to be very promising for youth.

8th Objective: Implementation of a partnership for the development. In the context of the MDGs, this objective involves all the speakers in the national strategy of populations living conditions improvement.  This with the assistance of national partners (economic operators, local communities) and international partners  (donors, cooperation missions, international NGOs) who come to support the government in combating poverty and youth unemployment.  

It shall be the responsability of government to implement policies aiming at strong growth and poverty reduction, compatible with MDG, and which should count on the participation of the youth at the participation and implementation levels.
By Pascal Bekono
8th  General Meeting Annual Conference of the Africa Microfinance Network

Professional Association of Decentralized Financial Systems of Senegal (Ap/Sfd) organized from December 8th to 12th  2009, in Dakar, the 8th  Annual Conference and the General Meeting of the Africa Microfinance Network. 600 participants would have taken part in this conference, whose topic is Building Rural Financial Systems in Africa.
According to the President of the Organizing Committee, Mr. Ousmane Thiongane, it is today necessary to find concrete answers to the agriculture financing, since majority of African countries populations are located in rural environment.  Thus, the conference sought ways and mechanisms to finance rural world, and especially to contribute to the fighting against poverty.
www.burkinaapmepmi.com  
· Events to come
Regional Social Security Forum for Europe 
AISS, 2010.03.03 – 2010.03.05 | Warsaw, Poland 

Regional Social Security Forum for Americas
AISS, 2010.05.24 – 2010.27.05 | Brasilia, Brazil 

Social Security Analysis and Research International Conference

AISS, 2010.09.29 – 2010.10.01 | Luxembourg 

2010 Social Security World Forum

AISS, 2010.11.29 – 2010.12.044 | The Cape, South Africa 
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