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ASEAN GO-NGO Forum

The 5th ASEAN GO-NGO Forum for Social Welfare and Development was held in Brunei Darussalam on 22nd November 2010. It was organised by the ASEAN Secretariat and Brunei’s Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports. ICSW member, Brunei National Council of Social Service was the local NGO host.
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ICSW facilitated the attendance of national member organisations, NGOs representing people with disabilities and other NGOs from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia Myanmar, Singapore, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam. For the second time we secured at least one representative organisation from each of the ASEAN countries. ICSW presented its research findings on older people and with its members prepared recommendations. ICSW invited HelpAge International to give a presentation and share its expertise with the NGOs during the pre-session meeting for participating NGOs. Views on key issues were discussed and presented as interventions during the GO-NGO Forum. ICSW organised a one-day workshop on social protection back-to-back with the preparatory meeting. 
The GO-NGO Forum noted the recommendations made by the participants which echoed the discussions from ICSW’s research paper “Strengthening the Family; Caring for the Family” . The recommendations included putting in place more income security policies for people growing older, more care programmes to complement the efforts of families, developing elderly-focused centres to deal with all matters related to enabling the elder person to live a full and active social life and increase the capacity building for government officials.
The GO-NGO recommendations were put forward for consideration of the Senior Officials of the Ministries of Social Welfare from the respective countries. Countries too submitted reports on the status of care for the elderly in their countries. 

ICSW thanks the Brunei Government and its member, the Brunei National Council of Social Welfare for the kind hospitality shown to NGOs and for organising a fruitful meeting. We thank the ASEAN Secretariat once again for the support shown to the work of ICSW and its members.
ICSW will soon post the consolidated research on its website. www.icsw.org
Social Protection Floor Initiatives (SPFI) 

While in Brunei ICSW (SEAP) organised an SPFI training workshop for GO-NGO participants with the help of two officers, one each from from ILO and UNESCAP. Ms Celine Felix (ILO) and Ms Cai Cai (UNESCAP) were engaging and brought in much fun into a deep topic. They helped increase the participants’ understanding of SPFI. Information on SPFI can be found on the home page of the ICSW website – www.icsw.org
Also read about some successful experiences on www.itcilo.org/en/.../successful-social-protection-floor-experiences 
Human rights

The UN Human Rights office prepared materials for Human Rights Day 2010 on 10 December, with the focus on human rights defenders who act to end discrimination. 

Check web site: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/HRDay2010.aspx
The site offers public information materials including a poster, information note, defender stories, videos and visual designs that can be downloaded and used throughout 2011. There are also two videos which can be viewed on the You Tube UNOHCHR Channel: http://www.youtube.com/watch?

Let us try to Speak Out Against Discrimination for 2011.

Updates

1. The Committee on World Food Security held its Thirty-sixth Session from 11 to 14 and 16 October 2010 at FAO Headquarters in Rome. In 2009, the Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has undergone a reform process to open it as much as possible to all stakeholders involved in food issues. It's during the Civil Society Forum held on 8, 9 and 10 October at IFAD in Rome, that the civil society mechanism was finally adopted. The International Forum of National NGOs Platforms (IFP) has been selected to participate in this mechanism.

http://www.ong-ngo.org/spip.php?page=sommaire&id_rubrique=4&lang=en>

2. On the 7 and 8 November 2010, a meeting of national platforms of NGOs (NPF) in
Asia was held in New Delhi. It was attended by representatives from India, Indonesia, Japan, Maldives, Nepal and the Philippines. Most of these organisations are members of the International Forum of National NGOs Platforms (FIP).  Read the articlehttp://www.ong-ngo.org/Meeting-of-Asian-NPF-in-New-Delhi,2848?lang=en
3. Introducing: Pacific Islands Association of Non Government Organisations (PIANGO) The Pacific Islands Association of Non Governmental Organisations (PIANGO) is a regional network of national umbrella NGOs in 22 Pacific Island countries and territories*, including Australia, New Zealand and Timor Leste. PIANGO was formally set-up in 1991 to work with NGOs in the Pacific to effectively promote and advance the interest and wellbeing of Pacific people by initiating action, giving voice to NGO concerns and to collaborate with other development actors for just and sustainable human development. The organisation's main thematic areas of focus are trade justice, climate change and ecological justice, gender equality, development effectiveness, youth, HIV/AIDS, implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), human rights, democracy, governance, poverty alleviation, sustainable development and food security.
4. ILO Global Jobs Pact News Alert. 
This news alert has been created for ILO constituents and all those interested in keeping up to date with the latest developments on the ILO Global Jobs Pact. Here you will find the most recent actions international partners and individual countries are taking to promote a job rich economic recovery. www.ilo.org/global/
5. World Health Summit 2011; October 23rd - 26th, 2011

Translation, Transition, Transformation – these were the key words that set the tone of this year’s World Health Summit. The World Health Summit 2010 was a great success thanks to the many lively talks and discussions led by many high-profile leaders from academia, politics, economy and civil society. More than 1200 participants from over 80 nations gathered in Berlin to search for cross-sectoral solutions to some of the most pressing health challenges of the next years. Among those were the increasing rate of non-communicable diseases in high- and low-income countries with their impact on the MDGs, financing models for health systems, the US and European Global Health Programs, the sophisticated use of information technologies to improve access as well as quality and efficiency of health care. Health requires strong and well-coordinated international efforts said Jorge Sampaio, former President of Portugal and current UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy to Stop Tuberculosis, when he launched his new StopTB campaign at the World Health Summit. The discussions led to results and the results were transformed into key messages to serve governments, academic institutions and leaders from the private sector as recommendation and roadmap for the future. http://whs2010berlin.com/fileadmin/downloads/Newsletter11/WHS%202010_KeyMessages.pdf
Letter from Regional President

To all Readers

Happy New Year.

Last year I’m sure, was a very busy year for members. It is my hope that I will be able to meet all members in one way or another and that we will come together for training and strategic planning.

I feel bad about my lack of personal engagement with the Pacific region and I hope that I will get advance notice activities there so that I can meet members and we can have a dialogue. I am also looking for funds to have a combined activity in 2011 – so keeping fingers crossed for such an event to take place.

Meanwhile we want to continue showcasing the work that you do towards development and in maintaining the dignity of people. Could you kindly tell us your stories, send us your photographs so that we can share the information with others through these newsletters.
I am also very keen on sharing interesting research results and case studies where interventions have produced results. Let us encourage each other.

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year all

All the best,

Braema Mathi
Regional President(SEAP)

Conferences & Publications

The Commonwealth Partners’ Forum Perth, Australia 25 to 28 October 2011

In November the Commonwealth Foundation conducted its regular consultation with accredited civil society organisations. (ICSW is accredited to the Commonwealth although we have a brief beyond Commonwealth countries). Deputy Director Vijay Krishnarayan outlined the new arrangements for civil society meetings at the time of the Commonwealth Heads of Government (CHOGM) meeting to be held in Perth in 2011. For the past 20 years Commonwealth civil society has come together with a view to influencing Heads of Government. The Commonwealth Foundation has consistently supported these gatherings in conjunction with partners from civil society, the Commonwealth Secretariat, and the host government. 

The Commonwealth Foundation proposes to organise a new look CPF at Perth in 2011. For the first time it is proposed that the CPF be organised as a Commonwealth Partners’ Forum, rather than a People’s Forum. 
CPF Aims

The Commonwealth Partners’ Forum will have three principal aims: 

· To provide opportunities for learning among and between Commonwealth non state actors and civil society; 

· To explore emerging Commonwealth issues and identify innovative, cross-sectoral solutions; and 

· To provide a platform for advocacy within the Commonwealth arena.

ICSW will convey more information on the CPF in future editions of Global Cooperation. 

At the November consultation Director Mark Collins provided some astute observations. Dr Collins noted that the Commonwealth should resist recognising a multiplicity of organisations. Within the Commonwealth he welcomed the establishment of umbrella organisations in health, education and media. He expressed interest in the development of other clusters which have common causes and have shared and achievable objectives. On another note Dr Collins referred to a trend for organisations to avoid the commitment of membership of organisations. He saw a preference for organisations to join causes e.g. MDG campaign, rather than sign up to structured organisations. Alignment with causes had the advantage of no membership fee and limited commitment.

There were many other discussions of interest during the consultation including the Commonwealth Clearing House for Zimbabwe. Its aim is to strengthen links between civil society organisations in Zimbabwe and the Commonwealth. The Clearing House aims to strengthen the capacity of future leaders in Zimbabwe by providing access to opportunities for training and for the exchange of information and ideas. For more information contact Patrick Wintour p.wintour@commonwealth.int 

The 2010 commitment to development index

CDI finds world’s richest nations made progress but fall short of potential to help. The Center for Global Development’s 2010 Commitment to Development Index shows that the world’s richest nations have made only modest progress in improving policies that support development and still have a long way to go.
The CDI annually ranks 22 wealthy countries based on their dedication to policies that benefit poorer nations. The 2010 edition finds most wealthy countries have modified their policies in recent years to make them more supportive of sustained growth and poverty reduction in the developing world. But the CDI finds overall improvement has been slight, and the seven major industrialised countries, in particular, could do far better.

Sweden leads the Index. Denmark ranks second, then the Netherlands and Norway. The United States ties for 11th. More at: http://www.cgdev.org/section/initiatives/_active/cdi/
Rural Poverty Report 2011 (IFAD, 2010)

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) released this report, which provides updated estimates on the number of rural poor people in developing countries and rural poverty rates. This 2011 edition of the report is the first since 2001. The report underscores threats to rural development posed by climate change, volatile food prices, and natural resource constraints. It also notes ecosystems and biodiversity that sustain agricultural production are changing, and highlights the challenges to boosting international agricultural productivity. In terms of opportunities, the report describes the growth of urban centres and better organized agricultural markets. It further outlines efforts to help poor rural people avoid and manage risks. [IFAD press release] [Report website]

 

Food security, farming, and climate change to 2050 (IFPRI, 2010)

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) released this report, which examines scenarios, results and policy options to promote sustainable food production in an era of climate change. The report features 15 food security scenarios through 2050 that examine potential population and income growth, alongside climate change scenarios. The report suggests that the negative impacts of climate change on food security could be mitigated by improved agricultural productivity, broad economic growth and robust international trade to counter regional food shortages. The report notes poor biophysical and social data to help improve models, but also highlights initiatives underway to address these shortfalls. The report further underscores the need to improve satellite observation data. [IFPRI publication on food security and farming]
The Least Developed Countries Report 2010 (UNCTAD, 2010)

This report, published by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), highlights the vulnerability of LDCs to climate impacts. For example, the report indicates that the LDC small island developing states (SIDS) and LDCs in Asia are particularly vulnerable to the impact of storms and are also the least able to cope with the social and economic fallout from climate-related incidents. Although the LDCs as a group contribute relatively little to global warming — accounting for less than 1 per cent of the world’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions — the report notes that they will be disproportionately affected by changing climatic conditions. The frequency and intensity of extreme weather events in LDCs (e.g. droughts, extreme temperature and floods) have been increasing, with five times as many such incidents occurring from 2000-2010 as from 1970-1979. The number of people in LDCs affected by these extreme events has almost doubled, rising from 100 million from 1970-1979 to 193 million from 2000-2010. During the latter period, economic losses in LDCs resulting from natural disasters amounted to an estimated US$14.1 billion. [The report]

Impact of Migration on Economic and Social Development: A review ... 
6 Oct 2010 ... economic and social development. ii. 2. Development implications of migration for the origin countries. Migration is a decision that impacts ...
siteresources.worldbank.org/.../Migration&Development-Ratha-GFMD_ 2010a.pdf
Human Rights The International Day of the World's Indigenous People (9 August) was first pronounced by the General Assembly in December 1994, to be celebrated every year during the first International Decade of the World's Indigenous People (1995 - 2004).  In 2004, the Assembly proclaimed a Second International Decade, from 2005 - 2015, with the theme of "A Decade for Action and Dignity."  The focus of this year's International Day was Celebrating Indigenous Film Making, which ties in with the theme of the 2010 session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, "development with culture and identity."  At UN Headquarters in New York on 9 August, there was a screening of several short films by indigenous film makers, followed by a discussion with some of the film makers. More at:- http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indigenous/ExpertMechanism/index.htm  
The International Federation of Social Workers has a dedicated website to discuss the intersections between social work, social policies and human rights. This website  -http://www.ifsw.org/p38001792.html – made its debut at the World Conference on Social Work

Malaysia has finally ratified  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities though with some reservations. This is an important step for Malaysia and for ASEAN which has agreed to observe human rights principles. More on this can be found on http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/08/16/malaysia-disability-rights-treaty-ratification-important.

Regional News We welcome Brunei as a member of the Southeast Asia and Pacific family.
Information

UNDP released an analysis on the Human Development Index in a report entitled Human Development Trends Since 1970s: A Social Convergence Story. The paper is available at this website

http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2010/papers/HDRP_2010_02.pdf
There is also an updated copy of this book Dimensions of Social Welfare Policy (2010) (http://www.pearsonhighered.com/product?ISBN=0205625746) by Neil Gilbert and Paul Terrell,  that might interest many among us who are trying to grapple with social and development policies that have as yet to meet  the needs of the poor and less fortunate and also deal with cost-benefit analysis of policies.
There is an interesting handbook on civil society that can be downloaded from this website - The link to the Handbook is: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/CivilSociety/Pages/Handbook.aspx
For all of us who work in ASEAN it is a good idea to know the Social-Cultural Blueprint well. This can be found here - http://www.aseansec.org/5187-19.pdf
Asian Development Bank has released some reports on the Pacific Islands that might be useful.  There are two websites with ADB reports http://pidp.eastwestcenter.org/pireport/reports.htm; http://www.islandsbusiness.com/news/index_dynamic/containerNameToReplace=MiddleMiddle/focusModuleID=130/focusContentID=20295/tableName=mediaRelease/overideSkinName=newsArticle-full.tpl
Some Books:

Cook, S. and Kabeer, N. (2010) Social Protection as Development Policy: Asian Perspectives, New Delhi: Routledge 

(2010) 'Barriers to the Extension of Social Protection: Evidence from Asia', IDS Bulletin 41.4, Brighton: IDS 

A Useful Conference on Social Protection
CSP Conference 2011: Social Protection for Social Justice
Dates: 13 Apr 2011 - 15 April 2011 

Time: 9am to 5pm 

The Centre for Social Protection is convening a 3-day conference on Social Protection for Social Justice, to be held in April 2011 at IDS Sussex. The conference aims to explore future directions for social protection that go beyond social safety nets and risk management, to address broader concerns with redistributive equity and social injustice.

The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

Newsletter Editor: Ms. Braema Mathiaparanam – Regional President South East Asia & the Pacific

ICSW Regional Presidents’ Contact Details:

Ms. Braema Mathiaparanam

Chairperson- Coordinator

Singapore Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism
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530307

Singapore
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