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UN recognises access to clean water and sanitation as human right
Nearly 900 million people lack access to safe drinking water. About 2 billion people live in water stressed areas around the world and more than 3 billion live a kilometre or more away from the nearest running water. Over 2.6 billion lack access to basic sanitation and 1.5 million children under five die every year because of contaminated water and poor sanitation. 

It is reported since the end of World War II, contaminated water has killed more people than all forms of violence combined. Major diseases including HIV and AIDs, malaria and measles together do not account for as many deaths as impure water.
Because of the tireless efforts and advocacy of water rights NGOs such as the Canada-based Blue Planet Project and Latin American States that have learnt from the bitter experience of neo-liberalism, the UN Assembly has recognized access to clean water and sanitation as a human right. This resolution while non-binding is expected to be a decisive move in the world-wide struggle for access to safe water as essential to human survival and dignity. 

Working towards a universal declaration of ethical principles of climate change 

 During the last 15 years, the UN framework convention on climate change developed a comprehensive approach to mitigate the causes of the phenomenon, to search for alternative solutions and to develop an overall plan to help societies cope with the impacts of climate change. 
The conference on climate change held in Copenhagen (Denmark) failed to adopt mandatory targets for green house gas emissions binding to the parties of the convention. 

Patricio Bernal, Assistant Director General of UNESCO, for inter governmental Oceanographic Commission, states that climate change is no longer an environmental problem. It is now recognized as a social problem and no aspect of social life lies outside. It is not possible to solve the climate problem while exacerbating poverty in large regions of the world including the South Asia Region.

Flood aid to Pakistan 

Many countries, aid groups and the UN provided approximately US $ 24.27 million in aid for Pakistan flood victims. Britain pledged nearly 8 million through UNICEF to provide safe drinking water, toilets, sewage clearance and other measures. The UN has given 10 million dollars in relief for Pakistan. Australia has committed 5 million dollars while Germany has provided 1.27 million - half for tents, blankets and potable water and half as emergency food aid. India has provided US $ 5 million to Pakistan through the UN as a good-will gesture to express solidarity with the people of Pakistan who are hit by the worst floods. 

Help for violence in Kyrgyzstan 

More than 1100 people affected by the violence that erupted in south Kyrgyzstan recently have been given short term jobs under a United Nations scheme aimed at injecting much needed cash into the local economy and providing income to people to start their lives.  

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) launched the cash for work initiatives in the cities of Osh and Jalalabad, which bore the brunt of the deadly clashes between Kyrgyz and ethnic Uzbeks that uprooted nearly 400,000 people and sent many fleeing to neighbouring Uzbekistan. Participants of the programme have started work on repairing roads, cleaning irrigation systems, removing litter and restoring parts which will provide income for the displaced persons. 

Change of life for women in Tajikistan
Women in Tajikistan are lobbying for changes to land legislation to give them more control over the farms they run. The call for the reforms came during a meeting hosted by the Institute for War and Peace. Women in rural Tajikistan were once confined to the home by traditional patriarchal attitudes. This changed during the 1992 - 97 civil war when men in particular were displaced.  

But women trying to run a farm encounter many obstacles when they try to assert their rights in a dispute to acquire a new lease on a piece of land or secure a bank loan to buy seed and farm equipment. There is no private ownership of farm land but only leasing arrangement. Women’s groups want to change the law so that land use is equated with other forms of property in terms of individual rights. NGOs are lobbying for reforms with the members of parliament to persuade them to draft the required legislative changes.

India Bangladesh Cooperation 

In an inter-ministerial meeting held recently, the Government of India has committed $ 1 billion credit line for Bangladesh. This is the biggest ever single time sum pledged to any nation by India. This facilitated 14 projects including construction and upgrading of railways, ports, roads, bridges and power grids. This will help Bangladesh to build and harness crucial infrastructure required to realise its dream to becoming a regional hub. 

Need for empowerment of women in Afghanistan
Aid group, Save the Children has described Afghanistan as the worst country in the world in which to be a mother with Taliban jeopardising the rights of the women. 

US Secretary of state Hillary Clinton recently said at a conference in Kabul that women and civil society groups will be essential part for the success of Afghanistan. If these groups are fully empowered they can help build a just and lasting peace in the country. 
Afghanistan President Namid Karzai has said he would not sacrifice the rights of women, ethnic minorities or civil society groups in the quest for peace in Afghanistan. 

Sri Lanka on recovery path
The Sri Lankan Government has gone all out to guarantee security for war displayed persons according to the United Nations norms in an area where 1.5 million land mines were strewn. The Sri Lankan Government has spent Rs. 860 million on equipment used in the demining process. 90% of the demining process is conducted by the army. There are still 12 to 15% of land mines to be cleared in the Kilinochchi area. To date 267,393 internally displaced persons (IDPs) had been resettled within a year. 
Maternal mortality in India
India’s current Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) is 244 in 100,000 live births. According to WHO half of the maternal deaths in South Asia occur in five Indian states, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa. The Indian Government has committed as part of UNs millennium development goals (MDGs) to bring the MMR down to 109 by 2015.  

One woman dies every 8 minutes due to complication arising of pregnancy such as sepsis, haemorrhage or obstructed labour. These deaths could be avoided if there is timely intervention. But it is difficult to give medical care to people live in remote areas in villages. Maternal death usually occurs due to poverty, malnutrition and absence of basic health care. 
The central Government in India has launched the “Janane Suraksha Yojana” (JSY) to specifically address this problem. It provides cash incentives to women who choose institutional delivery. Now many poor women are benefiting from this scheme. 

Publication 

A powderkeg in paradise-lost opportunity for peace in Sri Lanka by John Oskar Solnes  

This book deals with an important phase in the conflict and discusses how the ceasefire broke down and set the change for the LTTE’s final defeat. Solnes’ presentation of actual facts in this book in simple language will be useful to those who would like to study the 2002 ceasefire agreement as a flawed model for conflict resolution. 
This book is published by Konark Publishers (P) Ltd., A-149 Main Vikas Marg, New Delhi – 110092 

International Workshops 

HelpAge India International, East Asia-Pacific Regional Development Centre Thailand, is offering a course on Designing and Implementing Social Transfer Programmes co hosted by the Economic Policy Research Institute (EPRI). The programme is a two week course accredited by the University of Maastricht with the involvement of Institute of Development Studies (IDS) in Sussex and support of UK AID (DFID). This programme will be held from 24th October to 6th November in Chiang Mai. 
For more details and registration contact, Registration Manager, Lauren Whitehead at Asiacourse@helpageasia.org 

The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

Newsletter Editor: A. S. Shenoy: National President ICSW, India

 Link Heritage, 6A, Chittoor Road, Kochi -682 018, Kerala, India

 +91 484 4023436

 Sub-Editor, Dr. Bala Raju Nikku, Nepal
Email: nikku21@yahoo.com 

Regional President:
A.S. Shenoy, India 

Email: shenoyas2006@yahoo.com, 

Tel: +91 9995440154

If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.
  South Asia Regional Cooperation Newsletter                                                               Page 1 


