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Social Protection Floor Initiative (SPFI)
1. ICSW facilitated discussions on the SPFI in a preconference workshop at the world conference held in Hong Kong in June 2010. The conference and General Assembly of ICSW held on 14th June approved the addition of the SPFI as a key part of the ICSW global programme for the next two years. The General Assembly also decided that each of the nine ICSW Regions make the SPFI a key part of their policy agenda and engage national and regional governments in issues surrounding the model, adoption, implementation and sustaining of the SPFI. Information on the SPFI can be found on the home page of the ICSW website – www.icsw.org or directly at http://www.icsw.org/whatsnew/socproflo.htm
2. The SPFI promotes universal access to essential social transfers and services. Presently 80 per cent of the global population does not have basic social protection. The SPFI is seen as an initiative to cater for those who have fallen through the cracks of sustainable and subsistence programmes. More through a country example of Argentina http://www.socialsecurityextension.org
3. The International Labour Organisation ( ILO) a partner with UNDP on the SPFI has also outlined how SPFI is an effort to plug the gaps in labour policies and increase protection and sustainability for workers. This website reads like a 101-course, a tutorial, a fact sheet on the SPFI http://www.ilocarib.org.tt/portal/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1387&Itemid=368
4. Fiji National Council of Social Services recently ran a Social Protection Course in Suva from 9-12 August 2010 

2010 World Conference on Social Work and Social Development

The Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development organised by the International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), the International Council of Social Welfare (ICSW) and the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) was held at Hong Kong from 10th to 14th June 2010. More than 2700 delegates from 107 countries participated in this conference. About eight representatives of the Southeast Asia and the Pacific region from Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, Thailand and Singapore attended the conference. There were more than 20 delegates from the SEAP region with some presenting papers. As the Regional President, Ms Braema Mathiaparanam presented at a plenary session whilst Ms Julia Fountain helped out as a rapporteur for ICSW. There was also a meeting to introduce ICSW to all delegates from SEAP and about 15 delegates and ICSW members were at the meeting. 

ICSW set up an information counter at the exhibition floor of the conference which show-cased the work of ICSW members. ICSW’s Europe Regional President Ms Eva Holmberg-Herrström from Sweden and her members were on hand to man the booth to inform people on the 2012 Conference that will be held in Stockholm in Sweden.
There was a workshop on definitions of social work and there is an international survey on this subject. The social work profession promotes social change, problem solving in human relationships and the empowerment and liberation of people to enhance well-being. Utilising theories of human behaviour and social systems, social work intervenes at the points where people interact with their environments. Principles of human rights and social justice are fundamental to social work. Social work in its various forms addresses the multiple, complex transactions between people and their environments. Its mission is to enable all people to develop their full potential, enrich their lives, and prevent dysfunction. Professional social work is focused on problem solving and change. As such, social workers are change agents in society and in the lives of the individuals, families and communities they serve. Social work is an interrelated system of values, theory and practice. There is a process of trying to (re)define social work that is being carried out. [image: image1.png]


There is a survey being carried out. You may wish to take part in the International Definition of Social Work: Take part in the digital survey at http://www.eassw.org/definition.asp
Human Rights

The International Day of the World's Indigenous People (9 August) was first pronounced by the General Assembly in December 1994, to be celebrated every year during the first International Decade of the World's Indigenous People (1995 - 2004).  In 2004, the Assembly proclaimed a Second International Decade, from 2005 - 2015, with the theme of "A Decade for Action and Dignity."  The focus of this year's International Day was Celebrating Indigenous Film Making, which ties in with the theme of the 2010 session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, "development with culture and identity."  At UN Headquarters in New York on 9 August, there was a screening of several short films by indigenous film makers, followed by a discussion with some of the film makers.
 
More at: - http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indigenous/ExpertMechanism/index.htm  

The International Federation of Social Workers has a dedicated website to discuss the intersections between social work, social policies and human rights. This website -http://www.ifsw.org/p38001792.html – made its debut at the World Conference on Social Work.
Malaysia has finally ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities though with some reservations. This is an important step for Malaysia and for ASEAN which has agreed to observe human rights principles. More on this can be found on http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/08/16/malaysia-disability-rights-treaty-ratification-important.

Regional News

We welcome Brunei as a member of the Southeast Asia and Pacific family. 

The GO-NGO forum will take place in Brunei this year on Nov 22nd 2010 and the theme is "Strengthening Family Institution: Caring for the Elderly". 

Information

UNDP released an analysis on the Human Development Index in a report entitled Human Development Trends Since 1970s: A Social Convergence Story. The paper is available at this website - 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2010/papers/HDRP_2010_02.pdf
There is also an updated copy of this book Dimensions of Social Welfare Policy (2010) (http://www.pearsonhighered.com/product?ISBN=0205625746) by Neil Gilbert and Paul Terrell, that might interest many among us who are trying to grapple with social and development policies that have as yet to meet the needs of the poor and less fortunate and also deal with cost-benefit analysis of policies.
There is an interesting handbook on civil society that can be downloaded from this website - The link to the Handbook is: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/CivilSociety/Pages/Handbook.aspx
For all of us who work in ASEAN it is a good idea to know the Social-Cultural Blueprint well. This can be found here - http://www.aseansec.org/5187-19.pdf
Asian Development Bank has released some reports on the Pacific Islands that might be useful.  There are two websites with ADB reports http://pidp.eastwestcenter.org/pireport/reports.htm; http://www.islandsbusiness.com/news/index_dynamic/containerNameToReplace=MiddleMiddle/focusModuleID=130/focusContentID=20295/tableName=mediaRelease/overideSkinName=newsArticle-full.tpl
Some Books:

Cook, S. and Kabeer, N. (2010) Social Protection as Development Policy: Asian Perspectives, New Delhi: Routledge 

(2010) 'Barriers to the Extension of Social Protection: Evidence from Asia', IDS Bulletin 41.4, Brighton: IDS 

 A Useful Conference on Social Protection

CSP Conference 2011: Social Protection for Social Justice
Dates: 13 Apr 2011 - 15 April 2011 
Time: 9am to 5pm [image: image2.jpg]



The Centre for Social Protection is convening a 3-day conference on Social Protection for Social Justice, to be held in April 2011 at IDS Sussex. The conference aims to explore future directions for social protection that go beyond social safety nets and risk management, to address broader concerns with redistributive equity and social injustice.

The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.
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