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The Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development organized by the International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), the International Council of Social Welfare (ICSW) and the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) was held at Hong Kong from 10th to 14th June 2010. More than 2700 delegates from 107 countries participated in this conference. About 30 representatives of the South Asia Region from India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka presented papers related to various topics on social development, social work education and social work. 

Mr. A.S. Shenoy from India and Dr. Bala Raju Nikku from Nepal moderated two sessions. 

ICSW set up an information counter at the exhibition floor of the conference which show-cased the work of ICSW members.

New Office Bearers of South Asia Regional Committee 
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Mr. A.S. Shenoy National President of ICSW India and Mr. Tilakasiri, National Peace Council of Sri Lanka were elected as President and Treasurer of the Committee. The third member of the committee nominated was Dr. Bala Raju Nikku, Sutra Educational Research, Head Department of Social Work, Kadambari Memorial College of Science & Management, Nepal as Vice President. 

The tenure of the committee is for two years. 

National Members of SA Region 

The SA Region was revived with the following national members. 

· The Indian Council of Social Welfare- India, Email: icswco@vsnl.net
· National Peace Council of Sri Lanka – Sri Lanka, Email: ftudc@sltnet.lk
· Maldives NGO Federation – Maldives, Email: apimv2001@yahoo.com
· Sutra Centre for Development and Research – Nepal, Email: nikku21@yahoo.com
· Bredo – Afghanistan, Email: deputy@bredo.org.af
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Meeting of Supervisory and Advisory Board of ICSW
The Supervisory and Advisory Board of ICSW met on 15th June 2010 in Hong Kong. Global office bearers, presidents of the nine ICSW Regions and staff members participated in the meeting. Representing South Asia Region Mr. A.S. Shenoy, Regional President participated in the meeting.  

An action plan for ICSW for the next two years was finalized including individual activity plans for each region. The day before the Board meeting the General Assembly adopted the Social Protection Floor Initiative as ICSW’s main programme for the next two years. 

The next World Conference is to be held at Stockholm, Sweden during 2012. 

In the Board meeting Mr. A.S. Shenoy, President South Asia Regional Committee presented the report of the South Asia Working Group which has, over the last year, succeeded in reviving national chapters in many of the countries in South Asia. 

Social Protection Floor Initiatives (SPFI) 

ICSW facilitated discussions on SPFI in a preconference workshop at the International conference held at Hong Kong in June 2010. The conference and General Assembly of ICSW held on 14th June approved to include SPFI as a key part of the ICSW global programme for the next two years. The assembly also decided that each of the nine ICSW Regions make the SPFI as a key part of their policy agenda and engage national and Regional Govt.’s in issues surrounding the model, adoption, implementation and sustaining of the SPFI. 

SA Regional Committee has included this as its main agenda of activities and proposes to plan SPFI workshops in member countries. Information on the SPFI can be found on the home page of the ICSW website – www.icsw.org 
G8 to help foster regional stability in Afghanistan, Pakistan and India
The G8 with US, UK France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Canada and Russia met in Toronto, Canada in June 2010. 

In the declaration after the two days deliberations the leaders of G8 Group welcomed and encouraged efforts by Pakistan to root out violent extremists especially in its border areas with Afghanistan. 

The G8 Group also welcomed the recent steps taken by the Governments of Pakistan and India to advance their bi-lateral relationship and urged both the countries to work together in the interest of regional peace and stability.

G8 renewed its ban on sale of Enrichment and Reprocessing (ENR) technology and equipment to India as India has not signed the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Asian Economies set for key role in the new world order
Asian Economies led by China and India are in the front of a global recovery. According to the International Monitory Fund, these economies will not only make up for the stuttering growth in the developed economies but also play a key role in a future world order that will be well supported by a more robust and stable and economic financial frame work. 

Steps taken by Sri Lank to retain the GSP plus Concession:- 
Sri Lanka is the only country in Asia and one of only 14 countries in the world that enjoys this special status with the EU in which more than 7,200 product categories are allowed duty-free into the EU. 

But EU in August 2010 had announced its decision to suspend its GSP + Concessions to Sri Lanka following an investigation by the European Commission, which identified significant shortcomings in respect of Sri Lanka's implementation of three UN human rights conventions relevant to benefits under the scheme. These are the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Convention against Torture (CAT) and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Convention on Rights of the Child (CRC).

Through its latest decision the European Union has agreed to suspend its termination for a further six months if the Sri Lankan government gives an undertaking in writing to meet specific human rights requirements by July 1, 2010. 

The Sri Lankan government has made a considerable effort over the past months to retain the GSP Plus concession, repeatedly sending delegations of its senior officials and even religious dignitaries to dialogue with the EU on this matter. 

Mean while the UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon has appointed a three member international panel to advise him on issues of human rights in Sri Lanka.  However, with its ideals of righteous governance from ancient times and tradition of democracy in modern times, Sri Lanka should have no difficulty in re-asserting its own commitment to the practices of good governance and respect for human rights to any party.

It is important that the Sri Lankan Govt. ensures the continuation of trade concessions with the EU by positively re-engaging with the international community on governance issues.  

Extracts of views expressed by National Peace Council – National Member of ICSW

Conferences & Publications

International Conference on development and equity: - 
Madras School of Social Work, Chennai, India is organizing an International conference on Development and Equity for a Global Society-Emerging Concern of Social Work on 6th and 7th August 2010 at GRT Grand Days, T Nagar, Chennai. 

The objectives of the conference are:- 

· To harness ideas on country specific approaches to development.
· To familiarize with affirmative actions of Govt.’s and civil society for inclusive society.
· To establish an international center for international social work education and research. 

For Details Contact: m.sswforum@gmail.com or nalinig_rao@rediffmail.com

Publications:- 

Social work and social development, theories and skills for developmental social work: - This is a publication of Oxford University Press edited by James Midgley and Amy Conley. This book lays out a clear frame work for developmental social work practice showing how social investment strategies can be adopted by social workers in the daily practice with populations including families and children, mentally ill persons, youth, people with disabilities and elderly. 

This book will serve as a definite guide to an emerging and existing new practice to developmental social work. 

For more detail visit website: www.oup.com/us
Promo code: 28835  
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