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The Global Agenda 

Social work practitioners and educators join ranks

In June 2010, for the first time this century, the International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) and International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) combined their conferences. The success achieved was not just in the numbers – more than 2,700 conference participants from 113 countries – but also in the development of a shared global agenda and action programme to promote social development and social justice.

In his key note address, Mr Sha Zukang, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs at the United Nations, acknowledged the combined commitment by IASSW, ICSW and IFSW to a common agenda. Mr. Sha emphasised the global significance of the conference for the UN and the world, stating that the three organisations “were among the first non-governmental organizations to acquire consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council. For more than half a century, they have made strong contributions to UN achievements in social progress.”

After the conference ICSW at its General Assembly on 14 June adopted the concept of “The Agenda”. It will be included in the ICSW Global Programme. More specifically the social protection floor initiative (SPFI) will be a key part of the ICSW Global Programme. Each of the nine ICSW regions will make the SPFI a key part of their social policy agenda and engage national and regional governments in issues surrounding the model, adoption, implementation and sustaining of the SPFI. Civil society should seek membership of joint SPF taskforces. Civil society needs to be aware of government inclination to target (reducing coverage), rationalise (reduce benefits) and undertake pension reform. 

The Agenda

Jointly with the International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW) and the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW), ICSW has decided to develop a Global Agenda for the future. The Agenda will articulate a set of common goals for social work and social development practitioners and social work educators who want to work together. The challenges faced are enormous and there is a great need for a united voice and solidarity. The preliminary Agenda will focus on the following areas: 

· Economic inequalities within countries and among regions

· Dignity and worth of the person

· Environmental sustainability

· Importance of human relationships.

In preparation for the next joint conference in Stockholm in 2012, the first draft Agenda will be ready by October 2010 and will be sent to all regional and national member associations for their comments, after which a second draft will be prepared taking into account the feedback. In March 2011, on the World Social Work Day, all classes in schools of social work around the world, all agencies of social work and social development organisations, all partners, every community linked to social work and social development will discuss the Agenda. 

The Social Protection Floor Initiative

One of the key elements of The Global Agenda will be the Social Protection Floor Initiative. In April 2009 the United Nations adopted the Global Initiative for a Universal Social Protection Floor (SPF-I) as one of their responses to the economic crisis. The SPF Initiative promotes access to essential services and social transfers for the poor and vulnerable, presenting a comprehensive approach to social protection that both extends social protection and ensures effective access. The Social Protection Floor includes:

· A basic set of essential social rights and transfers, in cash and in kind, to provide a minimum income and livelihood security for all and to facilitate effective demand for and access to essential goods and services.

· The supply of an essential level of goods and social services such as health, water and sanitation, education, food, housing, life and asset-saving information that are accessible for all.

The SPF emphasizes the need to guarantee services and transfers across the life cycle, from children to the economically active with insufficient income, to older persons, paying particular attention to vulnerable groups by considering key characteristics that cut across all age groups (gender, socio-economic status, ethnicity, disability, people living with HIV/Aids, migrants, populations exposed and/or highly sensitive to adverse external effects such as natural hazards, extreme climate phenomena, etc.). 

The SPF promotes a holistic and coherent vision of national social protection systems as a key component of national development strategies. It seeks to support countries in identifying and closing crucial protection gaps through coherent and efficient measures that maximize the effects of scarce resources on the reduction of poverty and insecurity, to ensure “guaranteed access” to essential services and social transfers. 

For further information on the social protection floor initiative see the link on the home page of the ICSW website 

ENSACT Conference Brussels 2011

Call for Papers

The next joint regional European conference of ICSW - together with ENSACT, the European Network on Social Action- will take place from 10 to 13 April 2011 in Brussels. Herman Rompuy, the President of the European Council, will be one of the key note speakers at this Conference.

The Call for Papers has been published - the deadline is 31 October 2010.
For more information on themes of the conference and registration of proposals, please visit the conference website www.ensact.eu 
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Green Paper on Pensions

European Public Consultation 

In July the European Commission launched a Europe-wide public debate on how to ensure adequate, sustainable and safe pensions and how the EU can best support the national efforts.

Ageing populations in all Member States have put existing retirement systems under massive strain and the financial and economic crisis has only increased this pressure. The Green paper poses a series of questions inviting all interested parties to contribute views, opinions and ideas on confronting the pension challenge - one of the biggest facing Europe and most parts of the world today – and how the EU can contribute to the solutions. The Green Paper reviews the European pension framework in a holistic and integrated manner, benefiting from synergies across economic and social policy and financial market regulation and covering many different topics are covered, such as: longer working lives, the internal market for pensions, mobility of pensions across the EU, gaps in EU regulation, the future solvency regime for pension funds, the risk of employer insolvency, informed decision-making and governance at EU level.

In particular, it aims to address the following issues:
· Ensuring adequate incomes in retirement and making sure pension systems are sustainable in the long term 

· Achieving the right balance between work and retirement and facilitating a longer active life 

· Removing obstacles to people who work in different EU countries and to the internal market for retirement products 

· Making pensions safer in the wake of the recent economic crisis, both now and in the longer term 

· Making sure pensions are more transparent so that people can take informed decisions about their own retirement income
The consultation period will end on 15 November 2010. Anyone with an interest in the subject can submit their views via a dedicated website. The European Commission will then analyse all responses and consider the best course for future actions to address these issues at EU level.

Belgian EU Presidency

Promotion of social inclusion key priority
The EU 2020 strategy for employment and growth aspires to establish an intelligent, sustainable and inclusive economy. This assumes growth in employment, a greater mobilisation in support of innovation and education, as well as making ambitious commitments on climate issues and, lastly, a strengthening of social cohesion. The fulfilment of the major objectives defined by the European Council will underpin the socio-economic priorities of the Belgian Presidency’s programme.

Some of the priorities in the social field:

· The EU social model must be strengthened. Special emphasis must be placed on the necessity of social cohesion. Social progress is just as important a challenge as economic performance. The Belgian Presidency will seek to develop an ambitious access to employment policy.

· As part of the Social Agenda and ongoing structural reforms, the Belgian Presidency will seek to encourage social convergence towards higher standards by the setting out of objectives and performance indicators. This approach should extend to cover issues of social protection, social inclusion, pensions and healthcare.

· The Belgian Presidency aims to make tangible progress in the debate on social services of general interest.

· 2010 is the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. As part of this framework, the Belgian Presidency will examine how social protection can be strengthened and will proceed with the conclusion of the European Year by ensuring that lessons for the future are drawn from it. It will be proposed that the Council adopts conclusions relating to child poverty, universal access to quality healthcare, homelessness and the prevention of poverty.

· The Presidency wishes to make progress in the struggle against discrimination and for equality. The Union’s adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will also be a matter on the Council’s agenda. The Belgian Presidency will organize a Conference on disability concerning the coordination and implementation of tools envisaged by the United Nations convention on the subject.

· Furthermore, the Belgian Presidency will also highlight the added value offered by the European Union in the improvement of public health.

· Finally, combating violence against women is a matter which will receive the Presidency’s full attention.

More information and the full programme of the Belgian Presidency can be found on the Presidency website 

ICSW Expert meetings 2010 and 2011
Expert meeting Future models for financing care

In May 2010 an ICSW expert meeting took place in Berlin, Germany, on the question "Is care caught in a financial trap? Future models from a German, Austrian and Swiss point of view in comparison". German, Austrian and Swiss members of ICSW Europe debated on the risks and possibilities of future models for financing care. The report of this expert meeting is available in English and in German, from the ICSW website and from the website of the German Association for Public and Private Welfare
Expert meetings in 2011

Deadline applications for support 

ICSW Europe offers its members possibilities for financial support of international expert meetings organised in the member country. Expert meetings that require support from ICSW Europe need to meet the following criteria:

· Debate a relevant theme – in ICSW Europe priorities

· Have at least 15 - 20 active participants

· From at least three different countries in Europe

· Allow for an open invitation to ICSW Europe members

· Carry the ICSW logo in all communications

· Deliver a written report, policy statement or position paper for dissemination purposes.

The deadline for support applications for 2011 is 30 September 2010. For more information regarding conditions and criteria for support, and for the format for applications, please look at the application form.

Support of Migrant Elders’ Initiatives

Competition of Good Practice

One of the characteristics of Europe’s demographic change is the growing ethnic diversity of the population, also within the older age groups. This is due to the different migration processes of the past and the increasing mobility of the older population who spend their retirement in a European country they chose in the context of the freedom of movement. 

The debate on the quality of life of migrant elders living in Europe has only begun and urgently needs to be continued in a structured way. New research initiatives, cooperation of volunteer organisations and especially initiatives of local and regional authorities need to be strengthened.

The Ministry for Intergenerational Affairs, Family, Women and Integration of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany) and the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) – in partnership with the Committee of the Regions – launched a “European Local Authorities’ Competition of Good Practice on the Support of Migrant Elders’ Initiatives” (short: ELAC for migrant elders). The President of the European Parliament is patron of the competition.

Please find the call for submissions and the application form on the project website www.aktioncourage.org/ELACinenglish. Deadline for submission is 31 October 2010. The awards ceremony will take place on 9 February 2011 in Brussels.

UN Women

New entity for Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women

In July the United Nations General Assembly unanimously decided to establish UN Women, the UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women. Its aim is to become a champion to promote and advance the rights of women and girls worldwide.

UN Women will merge UNIFEM with its three existing sister UN entities working on gender issues — the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI), and the UN International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). 

The creation of a single recognized driver to lead the UN response for gender equality support will strengthen the UN system to render even stronger support to the advancement of gender equality.

The new institution will be more robust and coherent, better positioned and resourced than the sum of its constituent parts. UN Women will become fully operational on 1 January 2011. Until then UN entities will continue to be fully operational as part of the new entity. Agreements made with UNIFEM, whether in the context of partnerships, programmes or funding arrangements, will then be transferred to and honoured by UN Women.

Mobilizing European Research for Development Policies

Poverty, inequality and social protection

The European Report on Development (ERD) is the main outcome of the Mobilizing European Research for Development Policies, an initiative promoted and financed by the European Commission together with seven EU Member States: Germany, Finland, France, Luxembourg, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. The aim of the initiative is to help the European Union refine its vision of development and enrich its policies on the basis of knowledge, innovation, and the building of common ground between the European research community, policymakers, and a broad public.

The ERD is led by a multidisciplinary team that works with a broad network of scholars, from both developed and developing countries. In 2009, the first edition of the ERD – “Overcoming Fragility in Africa – Forging a New European Approach” – focused on the various dimensions of fragility, their implications for development policies, and the approaches needed to tackle the issue.

This year, the ER2010 deals with the issues of poverty, inequality and social protection, with a focus on Sub-Saharan Africa. Many African countries are stuck in a situation of chronic poverty and are increasingly vulnerable to external shocks, such as climate change, food and fuel price volatility, or the recent financial crisis. These shocks are undermining progress towards the Millennium Development Goals, and increasing demand for new and more substantive social protection programs in many African countries. Social protection – which is increasingly recognized as an effective tool to protect people from risks and reduce vulnerability – is thus rapidly becoming a priority in the development agenda, both for donors and local governments.

The ERD 2010 focuses on the role of formal and informal mechanisms of social protection as a means to enhance the resilience of Sub Saharan countries when faced with shocks (short term) and structural vulnerabilities such as poverty traps (long term). Specific interventions targeting the most vulnerable sectors of the population are increasingly considered necessary complements of more traditional pro-growth policies – especially when dealing with emerging unstable global socio-economic scenarios. 

Social protection is usually defined as the set of public and private mechanisms which prevent individuals and households from suffering the worst consequences of some negative shocks and/or chronic need. It is often considered a double-dividend policy for development: it is an effective input for economic growth and directly reduces poverty, thus making growth more pro-poor.

Publications
Institutional accommodation and the citizen: legal and political interaction in a pluralist society

Council of Europe Trends in social cohesion, No. 21

The papers in this edition of “Trends in social cohesion” are part of a broader reflection on the ways in which public institutions – primarily social services, health-care services, employment services and others – can adapt their conduct and service provision in response to the plural identities of European populations while at the same time ensuring due regard for human rights. The contributions are part of a project co-financed by the Council of Europe and the European Commission. http://book.coe.int
Analysis and debate in social policy 2010

Social Policy Review 22

This issue of the Social Policy Review presents an up-to-date and diverse review of social policy scholarship. The first part assesses the successes and failures of Labour’s social policy in the UK since 1997 in the areas of education, children’s social care, healthcare and pensions. Part Two is a mix of chapters addressing the global financial crisis, modern slavery and policy reform in Guatemala. Part Three is a thematic section which looks at service user involvement from a policy perspective, including chapters on participation and social justice, young people’s participatory action research, and service users as peer research interviewers. 

Reporting on ESF interventions in the European Union

Seven studies on the impact of the European Social Fund have been completed so far: 

The European Social Fund and: 

· Active Labour Market Policies and Public Employment Services

· Adaptability of Enterprises and Continuous Training of Workers

· Developing Human Potential in Research and Innovation

· Labour Mobility

· Education and Lifelong Learning

· Women, Gender Mainstreaming and the Reconciliation of work and private life

· Roma.

The brochures are available in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian and Polish. 

Electronic versions of the above mentioned studies can be downloaded on the ESF website: 
How are you? Quality of life in Europe

Foundation Focus Issue 8

The aim of each issue of the European Foundation series is to explore a subject of social and economic policy importance and contribute to the debate on key issues shaping the future of living and working conditions in Europe. This issue of Foundation Focus looks at the findings of Eurofound's pan-European quality of life surveys and what they reveal about the process of economic and social cohesion across the Union, within Member States, between different groups of European citizens, and the impact of the economic crisis.

How are you? Quality of life in Europe 
Conferences

15 September 2010 (13:00 - 18:00)
Düsseldorf, Germany

Skills development and life-long learning for older people
E-Mail:
sener@empirica.com 
Website:
http://www.silvereconomy-europe.org/workshop/index.php?menu=2&page=skills/home 
The workshop objectives are to inform about the objectives of the European Year for Active Ageing & Intergenerational Solidarity 2012, develop a European exchange of information on activities and initiatives in different European regions, identify areas for cooperation which may lead to the establishment of partner consortia, and develop and submit project proposals to European Commission funding programmes.
23 September 2010
Brussels, Belgium
Reasonable accommodation at the workplace in light of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities
E-Mail:
evasquez@efc.be 
Website:
http://www.edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=22112&thebloc=24930 
Symposium on Reasonable accommodation at the workplace in light of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD). Its main focus will be the UN CRPD Article 27 regarding the right of persons with disabilities to employment on an equal basis with others. 
23 - 25 September 2010
Heidelberg, Germany

Diaconia against Poverty and Exclusion
E-Mail:
conference@dwi.uni-heidelberg.de 
Website:
http://www.dwi.uni-heidelberg.de/conference2010/index_en.html 
Poverty and exclusion are rising challenges in all European countries. 19 % of the European population lives in poverty. Poverty is not only a matter of lacking funds. It also refers to a lack of participation and often results in social exclusion. Which approaches shall be taken in combating poverty and exclusion? Are there new perspectives to empower human beings who are marginalized? Which innovations are necessary within diaconia and civil society in order to meet future challenges?
04 - 09 October 2010
New York City, United States of America

The Settlement Summit: Inclusion, Innovation, Impact
E-Mail:
olseny@mcwmn.org 
Website:


http://www.ifsnetwork.org/News/2010Conference/tabid/2187/Default.aspx
This conference will be the largest world gathering of practitioners of the “settlement house model”. Neighborhood center leaders and practitioners will gather in New York City from October 4 to 9 to exchange ideas, build capacity, review challenges and research, and increase our collaborative strength and networks to further our work.
05 October 2010 (14.00 - 16.00 h)
Brussels, Belgium
European Year of Volunteering – Attracting Volunteers

Boosting social cohesion by volunteering
E-Mail:
joke.hofmans@vleva.eu
Website:
http://www.vleva.eu/en/volunteering 
This event provides information on the initiatives towards the European Year of Volunteering 2011 from European level (from the perspective of the European Commission, European Parliament and civil society organizations), exchanges best practices on attracting new volunteers from regional and local levels and points out gaps and problems in mobilizing volunteers.
06 - 09 October 2010
Bad Hofgastein, Austria
Health in Europe. Ready for the Future?
E-Mail:
info@ehfg.org 
Website:
www.ehfg.org 
Are we developing today the health policies and systems needed to respond to the greater challenges of tomorrow? What can we learn from past experience to make ourselves ready for the future? Europe's population is ageing. What can we as individuals, communities, society and employers do to keep the population healthy, active and productive? What are the responses of health systems and politicians to the challenge of demographic change?
07 - 09 October 2010
Skopje, Macedonia

Towards Community living: current realities, future challenges
Website: http://www.easpd.eu/ActivitiesConferences/Nextconferences/tabid/3528/Default.aspx 
The general goal of the conference will be to facilitate the full inclusion of persons with disabilities in society, in the light of the UN convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It also aims at promoting the broadest cooperation of stakeholders involved in the disability sector, across borders and cultural differences. Debates will focus on two core issues: Quality of Social Services and the Accessibility of Society.
13 - 15 October 2010
Istanbul, Turkey
Poverty Alleviation Strategies: Experiences and New Ideas
E-Mail:
info@poverty2010istanbul.org 
Website:
http://www.poverty2010istanbul.org/ 
The symposium will bring together scientists, researchers, national/international experts and executives from public/private sector to share knowledge and experience. It is aimed at sharing the studies on social policy and determining the efficient alleviation strategies against poverty. 
14 - 15 October 2010
Brussels, Belgium
Social inclusion of families and EU Policies: Where do we stand?
E-Mail:


Website: http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu/calendarofevents/events/event199.html?langid=en 
The Confederation of Family Organisations in the EU (COFACE) is organising a major European Family Conference with the support of the Belgian Presidency of the European Union. The conference will look at the family dimension of EU policies and chart a roadmap towards a socially inclusive Europe. Two main issues are the importance of an EU focus on the family, and the EU’s role in combating family poverty and social exclusion. 
20 - 23 October 2010
Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Social work and fight against poverty and social exclusion - Professional dedication to the protection and promotion of human rights
E-Mail:
conference@socialwork-humanrights.com 
Website:
http://www.socialwork-humanrights.com/?lang=en 
This conference aims to raise awareness of the existing contemporary issues and of human rights in the various areas thus contributing to human rights protection, to social justice, as well as to raising of life quality of socially vulnerable groups with the particular emphasis on the prevention and suppression of poverty and social exclusion.
21 - 24 October 2010
Athens, Greece

19th European Workshop on Voluntary Action:

Making a Difference & Strengthening the Voice of Active European Citizens
E-Mail:
psadowski@csv.org.uk 
Website:
http://www.volonteurope.de/SID/387409a2af05be7f230b23cf6523f1f9/index.php?id=111 
There will be a focus on the progress of EU Year of Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010 (EYAP10), with input from PRAKSIS, with vast experience of working with vulnerable groups. The conference will strengthen preparations for the EU Year of Volunteering 2011 (EYV11), for which Volonteurope has successfully campaigned since November 2007. The conference will also celebrate the 4th ACE Awards, recognising invaluable contributions of outstanding volunteers & organisations to social cohesion and Active Citizenship in Europe.

22 - 23 October 2010
Brussels, Belgium
Challenging poverty – creating hope. Breaking the cycle of poverty and mental health problems
E-Mail:
info@mhe-sme.org 
Website:
http://www.mhe-sme.org/assets/files/MHE 2010 CONFERENCE LEAFLET.pdf 
Research has shown clear bidirectional links between mental health and poverty. People experiencing poverty are particularly vulnerable towards developing mental health problems. Conversely people with existing mental health problems are more likely to experience poverty. Uncertainties about the future dominate their daily lives. Mental Health Europe (MHE) will present the results of a survey that was conducted among its members with a focus on poverty and mental health problems of children and young people, women, older people and migrants.
27 - 28 October 2010
Barcelona, Spain
EPSA 2009 Knowledge -Transfer Workshop in combination with the Sant Cuga Tribuna on The EU 2020 - What Public Management Model for the next Decade
E-Mail:
m.gracia@eipa.eu 
Website:
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=4035 
The European Public Sector Award (EPSA) transfer workshop(s) provide an opportunity for the exchange of experience between the “champions” who have already successfully achieved good results and those who are in the process of working on this. 
28 - 29 Oktober 2010
The Hague, The Netherlands
14th ILGA-Europe's Annual Conference: Expressing our differences, challenging our prejudices, developing our alliances.
E-Mail:
anna@ilga-europe.org 
Website:

http://www.ilga-europe.org/europe/about_us/annual_conference/the_hague_2010 
The theme of year's conference is Expressing our differences, challenging our prejudices, developing our alliances. The conference will explore the diversity of

LGBT communities, our internal prejudices towards race, ethnic origin, social status, gender, disability, and discuss building alliances with other minority groups and NGOs.
29 October 2010
Brussels, Belgium

Poverty between reality and perceptions: the communication challenge
E-Mail:
Jevgenija.MUHINA@ec.europa.eu 
Website:
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=88&langId=en&eventsId=211&furtherEvents=yes 
The conference, jointly prepared by the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities and the Directorate-General for Communication, will bring together 400 participants and stakeholders in the fight against poverty and social exclusion including public decision makers, NGOs, journalists and researchers. It will look at the role of communication in social inclusion policies from different perspectives.
03 - 05 November 2010
Örebro, Sweden
Brighter futures - Building effective partnerships to end child poverty
E-Mail:
jana.hainsworth@eurochild.org 
Website:
http://www.eurochild.org/index.php?id=208&tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=336&tx_ttnews%5bbackPid%5d=185&cHash=7c800f03be53bd7209cfa48f7970113c 
This conference will highlight the importance of EU efforts in helping member states fight child poverty and social exclusion, and bring suggestions of how this effort can be reinforced in the future. It aims to demonstrate why investment in children and families must remain a top political priority, even in times of scarce public finances, and will show practical examples of working together to end child poverty and how this leads to better outcomes for children.  
03 - 04 November 2010
The Hague, The Netherlands

International Cities of Migration Conference: An Opportunity Agenda For Cities
E-Mail:
citiesofmigration2010@maytree.com 
Website:
http://conference.citiesofmigration.ca/ 
The 2010 International Cities of Migration Conference will bring together international city leaders, local employers, municipal government, immigrant organizations, experts and activists in a productive and practical dialogue on one of the most important challenges shared by cities today – the integration of urban newcomers to support their contribution to the social, economic, cultural and political life of the city.

08 - 10 November 2010
Maastricht, The Netherlands
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – a European Perspective
E-Mail:
aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org 
Website:
http://www.edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=22112&thebloc=24648 
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is the first human rights Convention of the new century. The purpose of this conference is to examine some of the consequences and obligations imposed by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities from a European perspective.
Colophon

This Newsletter of ICSW European Region will be published every two months, six times per year. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 
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Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
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