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Beijing +15

ICSW Regional President, Ms Braema Mathiaparanam attended the NGO Beijing +15 Conference in New York from February 27 through to March 12. Many women activists attended the NGO Global Women’s Forum, Beijing + 15, the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 54 and parallel events associated with the conference. The mission of the conference was to review implementation of the 1995 Beijing platform on women and girls.  The main thrusts of those discussions can be found at the following website - http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing15/index.html
Braema found that NGO discussions reflected the struggle that many women’s groups are facing – the ideological battle between conservatism and progress.  The issues around various definitions and perspectives on religious interpretations came to the forefront when discussing the reproductive rights of women. Another area that received more attention was the need to re-commit to the Beijing Platform for Action goals without being detracted by Goal 3 of the Millennium Development Goals.  NGOs were encouraged to commit their resources to grass root activism and to nurture women leaders.

UN Commission for Social Development on the theme of Social Integration
In February ICSW had a strong and significant presence at the UN Commission on Social Development. Our delegates were Christian Rollet, President, Charles Abbey, Vice President and Denys Correll, Executive Director. 
ICSW actively represents the interests of civil society at the UN. Our statement for the Commission on the theme of Social Integration can be found at: http://www.icsw.org/un/un.htm
For your government's statement please visit http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/2010govts.html
Assessment and Monitoring of the Impact of the Global Financial Crisis on Millennium Development Goals and Social Protection by UNDP Indonesia

The Government of Indonesia requested the assistance of the UNDP in setting up a Crisis Monitoring and Response System, in an attempt to mitigate the effects of the crisis, especially for the most vulnerable, keeping in mind that failure to respond to the crisis will impact Indonesia’s ability to achieve the MDGs. 

Indonesia has weathered the crisis well. The crisis affected the economy relatively late with most sectors only showing signs of contraction in late 2008. Despite lay-offs, the official unemployment rate as well as the poverty date decreased. Externally focused sectors were among those most affected with exports falling dramatically in the third quarter of 2009 suggesting strong localised effects. These effects may not always be directly attributable to the global financial crisis but a result of the food and fuel price crises as well as other localised emergencies. Preliminary results from quantitative and qualitative studies show that the crisis did not significantly affect school attendance or health seeking behaviour. Indonesia's economic structure, its relatively low dependence on international trade and a strong domestic market, the good macroeconomic performance prior to the crisis and the swift response of the government all acted to mitigate the impact of the crisis 

While poverty rates in Indonesia have been declining, about half of the population is living just above the poverty line and is highly vulnerable to shocks.  The resilience of the poor and near poor has been undermined by the cumulative effects of the different crises. There is therefore an emerging consensus that to effectively address the crisis and to prepare for future shocks we need to monitor and respond to these vulnerabilities.
In early 2009 the Government of Indonesia set up a Crisis Monitoring and Response System. Its responsibilities include to:
-        Monitor the impact of the global economic crisis on the poor and vulnerable and to track vulnerabilities through the collection and analysis of data from existing and, where necessary, new data sources; 

-        Provide concerned stakeholders with essential data and analysis; 

-        Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of government policies and programs aimed at mitigating the impact of the crisis; 

-        Develop a data management, reporting and communication system; and 

-        Establish sustainable institutional and coordination mechanisms to enable the government to monitor vulnerabilities and enhance the government’s capacity to respond to future crises. 

Data collection activities in relation to monitoring the impact of the crisis on Indonesia’s poor and vulnerable include a number of surveys which address different aspects of the crisis as well as various regions across the archipelago. A brief overview of these can be found below, and the entire list which maps these activities (including methodology, sample size, etc) can be accessed at www.vulnerabilitywatch.web.id
 
- The World Bank is assisting the National Statistics Agency (BPS) with the conduct of a small-scale household survey to assess the impact of the crisis. The survey has three rounds (August, November and February 2010)

- UNICEF/WFP/ILO are conducting a pilot food security and nutrition monitoring survey in 4 provinces (East Java, NTT, West Kalimantan, Central Sulawesi) with 4 collection rounds

- JICA is conducting a quarterly survey on the impact of the crisis on households in 3 provinces (Central Java, South Sulawesi and Lampung). The first round took place in June 2009 and next rounds are scheduled for September, December and March

- SMERU (an independent research/policy think tank) is conducting several qualitative assessments including media monitoring and monitoring of socio-economic conditions at the local level

- OXFAM has conducted two qualitative studies on the gender impact of the crisis

- GTZ conducted a study on the impact of the economic crisis on the furniture industry in Indonesia.
These data collection activities will provide the Government of Indonesia with an overall picture of the impacts of the crisis, with the view to assess existing social safety nets, and modify or strengthen these where necessary.  

 A recent workshop, entitled “The Global Financial Crisis and Vulnerabilities - Impact, Response, Next Steps - discussed a number of issues related to the crisis, including the following:

a.       Impact of the crisis on the poor and vulnerable (who has been affected; to what extent and where?);

b.       Government of Indonesia's response and its effectiveness in mitigating the impact of the crisis;

c.       Establishing an effective system for monitoring vulnerabilities and establishing an early warning system; and

d.       Importance of linking monitoring efforts with the response.

Presentations and background reports for the workshop can be downloaded from: www.vulnerabiltywatch.web.id
UN Human Security Unit – Trafficking in Persons

The Human Security Unit at the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has released the sixth issue of “Human Security at the United Nations”. This issue focuses on trafficking in persons and its impact on human security and the broader international community. You will also find information on the latest news and developments on human security at the United Nations. We hope that this publication can help support a broader dialogue among all stakeholders including civil society, the UN and the wider international community on human security, its practical implication and its added value as an operational tool in promoting peace, security and development. To view the newsletter: 

http://ochaonline.un.org/WhatsNew/tabid/2101/language/en-US/Default.aspx
The United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT) was conceived to promote the global fight on human trafficking, on the basis of international agreements reached at the UN. To date, over 117 countries have signed the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons especially Women and Children, which supplements the Palermo Convention against trans-national organized crime. 

http://ungift.org/ungift/en/about/index.html
Policy for Older Persons 

The Fiji Council of Social Service (FCOSS) conducted country wide consultations with older people about the issues they face, leading to the development of a national Policy for Older Persons. http://www.helpage.org/Researchandpolicy/AgeDemandsAction/Whatsgoingon/Fiji
HelpAge International projects in the Asia Pacific region include the South-East Asia home-care project which aims to establish volunteer-based home-care programmes in 10 Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries. HelpAge Korea, HelpAge International's affiliate, is providing training and support to project partners. 

http://www.helpage.org/Worldwide/AsiaPacific
HelpAge International will be presenting their work on social protection at the 2010 Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development in Hong Kong in June. 

http://www.swsd2010.org
A resource for promoting dialogue on creating a UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons may be found at The International Federation on Ageing: http://www.ifa-fiv.org/
CSO Forum in Fiji

The Fiji Council of Social Service (FCOSS) recently held a forum for civil society organisations to examine the effectiveness of aid, engagement with government and donors, and unity among CSOs. An interview about the forum by the Fiji Times with FCOSS Executive Director Hassan Khan may be found at: http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=144830
AusAID Human Rights Grants

The Australian Government’s 2010-11 Human Rights Grants Scheme (HRGS) is now open to receive Expressions of Interest for funding to conduct human rights activities in developing countries. 

 

The Scheme supports non-government organisations and human rights institutions to conduct human rights projects with direct and tangible benefits for at-risk populations. Through the Scheme, Australia helps to build civil society capacity in developing countries to protect and promote human rights at the grassroots level. 

 

Human rights-focused organisations based or working in all ODA-eligible countries in Asia, the Pacific, Middle East, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean are invited to apply for funding under the Scheme. Grants range from between $20,000 and $100,000 for one year projects and up to $150,000 for two year projects. Expressions of interest must be submitted by 15 June 2010.

http://www.ausaid.gov.au/business/other_opps/humanrights_scheme.cfm
Australian Scholarships

Australia Awards include all Australian scholarship programs run by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) and the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID). 

Applications are open between April and June to undertake study, research and professional development in Australia in 2011. For details of these scholarships, participating countries and key dates please see: http://www.australiaawards.gov.au/
International Foundation for Science (IFS) Research Grants

IFS is an NGO founded in 1972. Funding comes from governmental and non-governmental sources, as well as national and international organisations. The annual budget is approximately USD 5 million. IFS has 135 Affiliated Organisations in 86 countries, of which three-quarters are in developing countries and one-quarter in industrial countries. IFS has an international Board of Trustees. The IFS Secretariat is located in Stockholm, Sweden. An eligible candidate for an IFS Research grant is a citizen of a developing country.  

http://cambodiajobs.blogspot.com/2009/01/ifs-research-grants-for-young.html
 

CIPE - Youth Essay Contest

The Center for International Private Enterprise invites young people to share their ideas on how to create opportunities for youth to strengthen democracy and the private sector in their own countries.

Who can participate: Students and young professionals aged 18-30.

Contest Deadline: June 18, 2010

Winners Announced: Fall 2010

Essay Length: 2,000 - 3,000 word

http://cambodiajobs.blogspot.coms/2010/05/cipe-youth-essay-contest.html
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As always, we are keen to hear from our readers and welcome contributions. Best wishes,

Braema Mathiaparanam, President, South East Asia & Pacific Region bmathi@icsw.org
Julia Fountain, Senior Regional Officer, South East Asia & Pacific, jfountain@icsw.org
Website: www.icsw.org
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