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Call for Papers

Sustainable Social Development and Economic Challenges

ENSACT Conference 10-13 April 2011, Brussels, Belgium
ICSW Europe and the European Network for Social Action organise their biannual European conference in Brussels in April 2011. The theme is Sustainable social development and economic challenges. Social sustainability introduces a long term perspective for social action and is a fundamental concept for building social policy in Europe today. Financial and economic crises create new challenges and opportunities for our global society.

The subthemes of the conference are 

- Social policy and social action

- Active citizenship and social rights

- Professional intuition

- Innovation.

Each subtheme is divided into a number of topics which can be found on the conference website. The deadline for calls for papers is 31 October 2010. Detailed information and procedures can also be found on the website 

Climate change mitigation and social justice in Europe

The Belgian King Baudoin Foundation launched a six-month project which brought together European stakeholders in climate change and social justice to provide ideas for tackling the potential impact of climate change policies on the most vulnerable people in European societies. 

Although there has been ample debate on the needs, the targets and the measures for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and climate change mitigation, relatively little attention has been paid on their consequences for social justice or on the question how climate change and social policies can support each other. While efforts are being made In some cases to compensate for anticipatednegative impact on particular social groups, much greater efforts are needed to identify synergies between policy areas. 

One of the recommendations made is for a Social Impact Assessment (SIA) of climate change mitigation policies to incorporate indicators that link the dimensions of social justice, poverty and environmental justice already in the policy design phase.

The project also covered the area of social protection, encompassing redistributive policies designed to provide a social safety net for those at risk of social exclusion or on low incomes – policies driven primarily by social objectives rather than environmental concerns. 

Among the recommendations made are the inclusion of “Social Justice & Environment” linkages in the National Strategy Reports on Social Protection and Social Inclusion that form part of the Open Method of Coordination tool to enable a closer analysis of the relationship between social inclusion and environmental policies. Other recommendations call for integrated local environmental and social planning to ensure that local action is both environmentally effective and socially just, and connects citizens’ needs with direct action on climate change The European Social Fund should promote projects that combine environmental and social objectives.

The full report can be downloaded from the website of the King Baudoin Foundation. 

European Council meeting 16 and 17 June

Europe 2020 Strategy finalised 

On 17 June the European leaders adopted Europe 2020, the new 10-year strategy for jobs and growth which will promote the delivery of structural reforms. In a first for the EU, the plan requires governments to set national targets – backed by detailed plans - to help the EU achieve quantitative goals on employment, education, poverty, climate change and research and development. Performance will be monitored. Of these, education and poverty were the most controversial issues in the discussions between Member States and the Commission. 

On education, leaders are set to agree on the target of reducing school drop-out rates to less than 10% from their current 15%. They will also back the objective of increasing the share of 30-34 year olds having completed higher education to at least 40%. Rather than seeking to increase the number of diplomas for youngsters, as initially foreseen, the new more specific target focuses on tertiary education for people in their mid-thirties

Anti-poverty targets have also been widely contested. The definition of what poverty is has also been an issue of controversy. EU statistics indicate that 17% of the EU's population (almost 80 million Europeans) currently live below the poverty threshold. For Europe 2020, the European Commission recommended reducing the number of Europeans living below the poverty line by 25%, lifting 20 million out of poverty. The Social Platform sent a letter to the President and the Heads of state and government to push them to adopt this headline target of 25% EU poverty reduction. Unfortunately the agreement scraps the percentage from the target, but leaves intact the absolute objective of reducing by 20 million the number of people at risk of poverty and exclusion. This was accompanied by further weakening the original proposal from the Commission by leaving it up to each member state which indicator to use to achieve the target ('at-risk-of poverty', 'material deprivation' or 'jobless household'). The member states will over the coming months discuss how specific policies can be mobilised to unlock the growth potential of the European Union, starting with innovation and energy policies. Investment in research and development could be raised to 3% of GDP.

Fiscal and financial sustainability

The European leaders also confirmed their determination to ensure fiscal sustainability, ensuring financial stability and the need to reinforce coordination of economic policies. The crisis impacted heavily on public finances, with governments borrowing heavily to rescue banks and stimulate growth. Now that the economy is slightly on  the mend, the strategy is to shift the focus from stimulus spending to budget discipline and structural reform. To strengthen budgetary discipline, the European Council agreed to place more emphasis on levels and evolutions of debt and overall sustainability. A legislative proposal is expected to be tabled by the European Commission on 30 June. Under the plans, a country will be considered to be in breach of the Stability and Growth Pact if its debt does not show a downward trend. In other words, countries with debts above the Pact's ceiling of 60% of GDP will not be automatically rebuked by the European Commission, provided that the trends shows a positive evolution.

Social Platform

Annual Conference on Care

Preparatory work is going on with a view to the annual Conference (November 4-5). In line with the annual theme on “Care” Social Platform members are invited to propose contributions and speakers for workshops on dignity, rights and empowerment of care receivers, on challenges and opportunities for care givers and on the roles of different stakeholders. 

Services of General Interest Working Group

The European Parliament has initiated an Intergroup on Public Services that deals with a range of topics connected to Services and Social Services of General Interest. Since January this group has met to discuss the effects of the Lisbon Treaty, especially Article 14 and Protocol No. 26, on these services, the priorities of the Belgian Presidency, and most recently to assess the Monti-Kroes package on state aids to SSGI. Furthermore, an Intergroup on Social Economy will soon be constituted and an own-initiative report of the European Parliament on “The future of social services” is being prepared. The Social Platform and some of its members are trying to get involved into the Intergroups’ work and will closely follow all related activities.

The European Commission is also planning a set of initiatives that touch upon Services of General Interest. This year’s working programme proposes further action to combat poverty, to relaunch the single market and to review the EU budget. The Commission considers as well initiatives on universal services and users’ rights, on competition law issues and a quality framework for Services of General Interest.

Social Policy Working Group

On June 10, Social Platform sent an open letter to the President of the European Council and to Heads of state and governments to push them to take a step towards eradicating poverty in the EU by adopting the headline target of 25% EU poverty reduction. Social Platform and its members call on member states to use the full set of indicators as endorsed by the Laeken European Council in 2001, thus ensuring a comprehensive approach towards the diverse situations of people experiencing poverty across the European Union. The Social Policy Working Group currently focuses on the preparatory advocacy work on the “European Platform against Poverty”, prior to publication of the European Commission’s Communication on this flagship initiative in October.

2010 Joint World Conference on social work and social development: The Agenda 

The Joint World Conference of ICSW, IASSW and IFSW took place in Hong Kong from 10 to 14 June. ICSW, IASSW and IFSW are working together not only on the conference but also on building the social work and social development Agenda for the next decade. The action Agenda for social work and social development for the next decade aims to create synergies in civil society to create a global agenda for people-centred sustainable social development.

For the Agenda ICSW has prepared three policy papers, on:

- The global financial crisis, 

- The social protection floor initiative, and 

- Human trafficking 

Available from the ICSW website under ‘Coming Global Events’:.

The International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) is contributing three papers to The Agenda process. They are:

- Service user/consumer involvement and social work,

- Poverty eradication: the role of social work, and

- Ageing and older adults.

Available from: http://www.ifsw.org/p38001915.html.
The International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW) has prepared three papers on: 

- Youth issues and social work,

- Disability and mental health, and

- Disaster interventions.

Available from: http://www.iassw-aiets.org/conrerence_guestbook.php.
New board members ICSW Europe

The 2010 elections have resulted in the following composition of the board of ICSW Europe:

The President, Eva Holmberg-Herrström from Sweden, has been re-elected for a second term of office. She is also a member of ICSW’s global Supervisory and Advisory Board. Cornelia Markowski from Germany replaces Jean Michel Hôte as Treasurer for the European region. Leta Dromantiene from Lithuania and Elli Aaltonen from Finland have been elected as new members of the ICSW Europe board. 

Two ICSW Europe Expert meetings in Autumn

ICSW Expert meeting: Comparing Policies Against Poverty 

Switzerland, 30 Sept - 1 October 2010

ICSW members in Switzerland, Germany and Austria are organizing a second European Regional Expert Meeting on 30 September and 1 October 2010 in Lucerne (Switzerland). 15 to 20 experts will compare measures for poverty reduction and will discuss the different systems of social security in their countries. The exchange will lead to a better understanding of the actual development of social policies and the challenges for social welfare.

The two days meeting is being conducted in the German language and is open to other interested  ICSW-members (at their own cost). Please contact Dorothee Guggisberg.

Expert meeting Social Economy and Poverty Reduction 

Vilnius, Lithuania, 14-15 October 2010

Mykolas Romeris University and the Lithuanian National Committee of ICSW Europe are organizing an Expert Meeting on "Social economy and poverty reduction", that will take place in Vilnius at Mykolas Romeris university, on 14 and 15 October 2010.

The social economy is a term which has been defined in a number of different ways. Non-profit institutions and organizations (NGOs, academic bodies, etc.) representing the social economy today are playing an important role in promoting livelihoods and job creation, in tackling the issues of poverty, especially child poverty. 

The expert meeting in Lithuania will provide a good opportunity to discuss the issues of poverty in relation to the realities of countries in Central and Eastern Europe, which have different experiences in coping with the consequences of financial crisis.

The Lithuanian national programme for 2010 – the European year against poverty and social exclusion – has as its priority the aim to strengthen the role of communities in diminishing poverty and social exclusion of children.

If you are interested in participating in this expert meeting, please contact Odeta Merfeldaite 
2010 European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion

Join the Human Ring on 19 November 2010 to support the fight against poverty and social exclusion
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Officially 79 million people live in or at risk of poverty in the EU, or 16% of the EU population.

On Friday 19 November at midday a Human Ring around the European Institutions in Brussels will bring together civil society, trade unions, MEPs, concerned citizens and many other stakeholders to highlight the need for strong political outcomes from the 2010 EU Year.

The aim is to obtain a strong declaration by Heads of State in December to affirm the European Union’s commitment to undertake measures to combat poverty and social exclusion across all policy fields. 

On 19 November in towns and cities all over Europe events small and large will be organised at relevant locations to give thousands of people the chance to engage in this action. Many more activities will be arranged to mark this event. It coincides with the European Parliament's plans to hold an Agora on Poverty and Crisis, which will involve up to 500 members of civil society. For more information on (local) events check the website
European Charter of the Rights and Responsibilities of Older People in Need of Long-term Care and Assistance

In line with their policy objectives to combat elder abuse and protect the dignity and well-being of older people who become dependant, AGE General Assembly adopted a ‘European Charter of the Rights and Responsibilities of Older People in Need of Long-term Care and Assistance’. This European Charter aims to raise awareness of the rights that everyone, regardless of their age and ability, should continue to enjoy. The Charter also seeks to empower potential victims to protect themselves. 

An accompanying guide is developed to explain how these rights can be implemented in practice to ensure that the dignity and right to self determination of older people are protected. 

The European Charter can be accessed at: http://www.age-platform.eu/en/daphne 

Publications

Global crossroads in social welfare: emergent issues, debates and innovations across the globe

This new volume brings together a cross-section of papers presented at the 33rd International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) conference in Tours, France, in July 2008. The volume provides a window into the conference themes through original papers by individuals working across disparate national settings as well as commentaries from the editors. It offers great insight into the multiplicity of ways that nations and communities are responding to the challenges of globalisation as well as internal demands for greater social justice and equality mechanisms for civil society. To obtain the book go to www.socialcomparison.org and click “volumes” or Amazon. 
Combating Poverty and Inequality

UNRISD Research and Policy Brief 10

In contrast to the experiences of countries that were successful historically in reducing poverty and inequality, contemporary poverty reduction strategies have increasingly focused on “targeting the poor”. Such approaches often fail to consider key institutional, policy and political dimensions that may be both causes of poverty and inequality, and obstacles to their reduction. They run counter to the evidence from countries that have successfully reduced poverty over relatively short time periods. UNRISD research shows instead that progress has occurred principally through state directed strategies which combine economic development objectives with active social policies in ways that are mutually supportive. It also shows how poverty outcomes are shaped by complex interconnections of ideas, institutions, policies and practices in the social, economic and political spheres.The research highlights the following crucial elements of a sustainable and inclusive development strategy: 
· patterns of growth and structural change (whether in the agricultural, industrial or service sectors) that generate and sustain jobs that are adequately remunerated and accessible to all, regardless of income or class status, gender, ethnicity or location; 

· comprehensive social policies that are grounded in universal rights and that are supportive of structural change, social cohesion and democratic politics; and 

· protection of civic rights, activism and political arrangements that ensure states are responsive to the needs of citizens and the poor have influence in how policies are made. 

The full text of the Research and Policy Brief can be found on the UNRISD website.

Social developments in the European Union 2009
The European Social Observatory OSE and the European Trade Union Institute published the 2009 issue of “Social developments in the European Union”. This issue attempts to assess the impact of the financial and economic crisis on European social policies. Contributions compare the way the United States and Europe have tried to absorb the social consequences of the crisis, the role the EU should play in European and international financial regulation. Issues such as the future of pensions, employment, social exclusion and the European social dialogue are also tackled in this issue. For more information, see here. 

Conferences

18 - 20 August 2010
Montreal, Canada
9th  CIVICUS World Assembly

Website:

https://www.civicusassembly.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=63&lang=en 
The overall theme of the CIVICUS World Assembly is 'Acting Together for a Just World'. Every year this is explored through a focus theme. In 2010 the focus theme will be 'Seeking Out Solutions'. This theme will address the issues of Economy, Development and Climate.

25 - 27 August 2010
Tallinn, Estonia
8th TiSSA Conference: Social Work in times of Crisis. What can Social Work deliver - And who benefits?

E-Mail:
hansuwe.otto@uni-bielefeld.de 
Website:

http://www.tissa.net/ 
The International 'Social Work & Society' Academy invites exchange and discussion of current developments and challenges in the social professions. Field visits give the opportunity to meet colleagues from Estonia and learn about their approaches and projects of social work.

25 - 28 August 2010
St.Gallen, Switzerland
6th World Ageing & Generations Congress 2010

E-Mail:
info@wdassociation.org  
Website:
http://www.wdassociation.org/dcpage.aspx?fid=5 
The aim of the World Ageing & Generations Congress is to address important topics related to demographic change and its effect on the labour market and social security, on health issues, on the development of new products and markets and on changing lifestyles in society.

02 - 04 September 2010
Budapest, Hungary
8th Annual ESPAnet conference

E-Mail:

szikra.toth@mail.datanet.hu 
Website:
http://www.socialpolicy.ed.ac.uk/espanet/annual_conferences2/upcoming_annual_conferences 
The theme of ESPAnet’s 2010 Annual Conference is the social consequences of the global financial crisis and their differential impacts across Europe. The main questions for consideration include: How is the crisis affecting already existing inequalities? How are different social classes and groups, especially those in poverty, affected by the crisis? What are the adaptable capacities of the different “worlds of welfare”? Does the intensifying social vulnerability lead to the re-structuring of the programs to provide more security? How far have new programs been developed, and how far have new questions of social policy and welfare been opened up by the crisis?

02 - 05 September 2010
Bergen, Norway
Dignity for the Frail Old

E-Mail:

Bergen@dignityold.com 
Website:
http://www.verdighetsenteret.no/?document_id=44 
The conference will look at principles for better care of frail older Europeans, the current situation and possibilities for the future, by analyzing future needs and trends, by open exploration of the main problems and by identifying potential solutions.

6 - 7 September 2010
Leeds, United Kingdom
Re-thinking Global Society

E-Mail:

m.e.davis@leeds.ac.uk 
Website:
http://www.sociology.leeds.ac.uk/bauman/conference/re-thinking-global-society.php 
The Conference aims to bring together international expertise amongst scholars, researchers, practitioners, and postgraduate students, working in a variety of fields across the arts, humanities and social sciences. Central topics are: Consumerism and sustainability; Globalization, risk and uncertainty; Renewing politics and civil society. 

13 - 17 September
St. Julian's, Malta
COURSE: Promoting Equality and Managing Diversity

Website:
http://www.weaveconsulting.eu/courses/promoting-equality-and-managing-diversity/ 
This course aims, on the one hand, at providing participants with sensitivity about all the various facets of diversity and awareness regarding the relevant legal and administrative implications pertaining to equality on the basis of sex, age, religion, race, sexual orientation and disability; whilst on the other hand, providing them with concrete tools which can be implemented within their organisations in order to manage diversity in a positive and pro-active manner. The course fees, as well as costs relating to travel, accomodation and subsistence, can be absorbed in full through the Gruntvig In-service Training programme.

13 - 14 September 2010
Leuven, Belgium
E-Inclusion of Youth at Risk; INCLUSO-2010 conference

E-Mail:

information@incluso.org 
Website:
http://www.incluso.org/conference 
An international conference on eInclusion of Youth at Risk gathering international specialists in the field of social software use and improvement of social inclusion for disadvantaged youngsters.

16 - 17 September 2010
Brussels, Belgium
Alliances to fight poverty

Website:
http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu/calendarofevents/events/event115.html?langid=en 
A European seminar on civil society and poverty. The fight against poverty is not the responsibility of the poor themselves, but is an assignment for the society and all civil organisations. There is a need for a temporary collaboration between poverty organizations and other non-governmental organisations to weigh on policy.

The European seminar organised by Algemeen Christelijk Werknemersverbond (ACW) and Mouvement Ouvrier Chrétien (MOC).will discuss and explore the  "alliances for reducing poverty ".

17 September 2010
Budapest, Hungary
FEANTSA's European Observatory on Homelessness: 2010 European Research Conference

E-Mail:

christine.lambert@feantsa.org 
Website:
http://eohw.horus.be/code/EN/pg.asp?Page=1138 
Research into dimensions of homelessness and housing exclusion in Europe has been geographically uneven, with more published research emanating from Western and Northern Europe to date. This gap is gradually being addressed, and the aim of this conference is to both stimulate and consolidate research exploring homelessness and housing exclusion in Central and Eastern Europe and across Europe.

22 - 25 September 2010
Groningen, The Netherlands
INSIDE OUT: 11th biennial EUSARF conference

E-Mail:

EUSARF@rug.nl 
Website:
http://www.eusarf2010.nl 
The European Scientific Association on Residential and Foster Care for Children and Adolescents looks at how interventions in child and family care work, based on research and practice-based findings on interventions regarding vulnerable and troublesome children and their families.

24 September 2010
Brussels, Belgium
Laying the Foundations for a Fairer Europe

E-Mail:

sian.jones@eapn.eu 
Website:

http://www.eapn.eu/index.php?view=details&id=32%3Aeapnbapn-conference-laying-the-foundations-for-a-fairer-europe&option=com_eventlist&Itemid=32&lang=en 
The central theme of this conference supported by the Belgium EU Presidency, is ensuring an adequate minimum income for all.

26 - 29 September 2010
Honolulu, Hawai, United States of America
XVIII ISPCAN International Congress

"One World, One Family, Many Cultures”

E-Mail:

ispcan@ispcan.org 
Website:
http://www.ispcan.org/congress2010/ 
Subthemes:

1. Cultural Perspectives in Strengthening Families and Protecting Children

2. Identifying, Treating and Preventing Family and Sexual Violence

3. Impact of Armed Conflict on Families and Children

4. Family Strengthening: A Key to the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect

5. Youth Empowerment in the Prevention of Generational Child Abuse and Neglect

29 September - 1 October 2010
Trieste, Italy
Chances for Cultural and Citizenship Education within the Development of Cities and Urban Spaces

E-Mail:

nece-trieste@lab-concepts.de 
Website:
http://www.bpb.de/veranstaltungen/U650DL,0,Chances_for_Cultural_and_Citizenship_Education_within_the_Development_of_Cities_and_Urban_Spaces.html 
NECE is an initiative for networking citizenship education in Europe. Migration and mobility reduce the cohesion within many urban societies. Cities have become complex entities in which ethnic, social and cultural segregated communities have developed. At the same time cities develop the breeding ground for new, mostly cultural expressions of civic participation in order to create new forms of public spheres or civic involvement.

30 September - 01 October 2010
Newcastle, United Kingdom
Cities Against Poverty and Social Exclusion: child poverty

E-Mail:

anna.drozd@eurocities.eu 
Website: http://www.eurocities.eu/minisites/progress/inclusivecities/index.php?view=details&id=35%3Ain-depth-review-seminar-child-poverty&option=com_eventlist&Itemid=5 
This two day international conference will focus on the problems and solutions of child poverty. The particular themes will be the contribution of cities, the roles of local partners and the role of national and international leadership, legislation and resources in tackling the child poverty challenge.

Colophon
This Newsletter of ICSW European Region will be published every two months, six times per year. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Cornelia Markowski (Germany)
Board members: Leta Dromantiene (Lithuania) and Elli Aaltonen (Finland)
Global Office

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website:
www.icsw.org
E-mail:
icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to subscribe to receive this free newsletter, please click here and give us your name, name of organisation and email address.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please click here and give us your name, name of organisation and email address.
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