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Europe 2020 Strategy

NGO Campaign to be continued

In its meeting of 25-26 March, the European Council discussed the Commission’s draft for the successor to the Lisbon 2010 Strategy for Growth and Jobs. José Manuel Barroso, president of the European Commission, formally unveiled his 'Europe 2020' strategy proposals on 3 March, proposing a limited set of targets on education, R&D and poverty reduction and "policy warnings" for countries that fail to meet them.

The strategy defines five headline targets at EU level, which member states will be asked to translate into national goals reflecting their differing starting points:

· Raising the employment rate of the population aged 20-64 from the current 69% to 75%
· Raising the investment in R&D to 3% of the EU's GDP

· Meeting the EU's '20/20/20' objectives on greenhouse gas emission reduction and renewable energies

· Reducing the share of early school leavers from the current 15% to under 10% and making sure that at least 40% of youngsters have a degree or diploma

· Reducing the number of Europeans living below the poverty line by 25%, lifting 20 million out of poverty from the current 80 million. 

The Social Platform in consultation with its members called on EU heads of state and of government to:

· Set social cohesion and inclusion as clear objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy, and economic reforms as an instrument at the service of these objectives

· Commit to reduce poverty by 25% by 2020 as an interim target towards the eradication of poverty and use the relative poverty measure (60% median income) as an indicator
· Guarantee that the EU financial and economic framework will prioritise the sustainability of social protection systems and universal access to services of general interest
· Strengthen an autonomous Social Open Method of Coordination to enable it to deliver on social cohesion and inclusion objectives
· Update and renew the European Youth and Gender Pacts as an integral part of the Europe 2020 Strategy and adopt and implement a European Disability Pact
· Focus the employment strategy on generating more quality jobs and take actions to guarantee that labour markets are inclusive and free of discrimination, emphasising active inclusion approaches
· Include regular structured dialogue with civil society organisations at European and national levels in the governance of the Europe 2020 Strategy. 

The European Council agreed that the new strategy will focus on the key areas where action is needed: knowledge and innovation, a more sustainable economy, high employment and social inclusion. National leaders approved the headline target of promoting social inclusion, in particular through the reduction of poverty but thought that further work was needed on appropriate indicators. Member States leaders thought it would be very difficult to agree on common standards for measuring poverty. 

In the light of the headline targets, Member States will set their national targets, taking account of their relative starting positions and national circumstances. They will do so according to their national decision-making procedures, in a dialogue with the Commission in order to check consistency with the EU headline targets. The results of this dialogue will be examined by the Council by June 2010.

During the General Assembly of the Social Platform on 22 April, six proposals on how to ensure that the new strategy delivers on social inclusion were presented to Catherine Day, Secretary General of the European Commission. These guidelines should include a transversal social guideline to guarantee that macro-economic guidelines contribute to support adequate social protection systems and universal access to public services; a specific guideline on social inclusion to provide an effective tool to deliver on the headline poverty target; and a guideline on governance to encourage member states to report separately on the mechanisms they've implemented to ensure the participation of all relevant actors. In addition, proposals focus on how to ensure the employment guidelines deliver more quality jobs, and an inclusive and discrimination-free labour market. 

So social NGOs need to continue to follow this matter closely, also at national – and in some cases regional – levels. Member states, EU institutions and civil society have been given a further two months to work on the poverty indicator. There's an opportunity to generate a deeper consensus on the need to quantify progress in the eradication of poverty. This extra time should also help to increase the ownership of the resulting target by all actors, and ensure that it becomes a real driver for change backed by an effective national strategy and accountability mechanisms. As the director of the European Anti Poverty Network, Fintan Farrel, stated, “the failure to agree the Commission’s proposal of a 25% reduction in poverty, based on the current agreed relative poverty indicator, does raise doubts about EU leaders commitment to go beyond symbolic actions and really commit themselves to achieving a significant reduction in poverty and inequality.”
Expert meeting ICSW Europe

Die Pflege in der Finanzierungsfalle? 

Zukunftsmodelle aus deutscher, österreichischer und schweizerischer Sicht im Vergleich 

The German speaking members of ICSW Europe organise an expert meeting in Berlin on 3 and 4 May in which they look at the future models for financing of care systems. Experts from Austria, Switzerland and Germany will compare their national systems and discuss the options for the future. There are only a few places left, so if you are interested and speak German, you are welcome to participate. Please contact Cornelia Markowski for details. 

Support for Expert meetings 2011

ICSW Europe offers its members possibilities for financial support of international expert meetings organised in the member country. For more information, please look at the application form on the ICSW website. The deadline for applications for 2011 is 30 September 2010.

Social Platform

Recommendations on dialogue with civil society

Participatory democracy and civil dialogue have become fundamental democratic principles of the EU (Article 11 of the Lisbon Treaty). Still there has been only a handful of initiatives at EU level in the last decade to improve the dialogue with civil society. Which structures are necessary in our institutions to make the dialogue with citizens and civil society effective? How can people, via their associations make their voice heard?

The Social Platform underwent a two year process to make concrete recommendations on how article 11 of the Lisbon Treaty could best be implemented. The result is a common position with two parts: 7 recommendations for decision-makers and 7 recommendations for civil society organisations. Each time it is explained why and how this can be concretely become a reality, with a toolbox to assess whether the current system is optimal or not.

The value of civil society organisations was recognised by the European Union in its renewed Lisbon Treaty under article 112, which considers participatory democracy as a fundamental democratic principle of the EU and proposes ways to organise dialogue with “representative associations and civil society”. While participatory democracy is about empowering individuals to engage in public debate in all aspects connected to their lives, civil dialogue is a concrete tool to strengthen the relationship between public decision makers and civil society organisations, complementary to “social dialogue”.

In the social field, civil society organisations were set up to fight for social justice, either by providing services for people in need (e.g. shelters or food banks), or by organising and channelling the voices of those that are often forgotten. These groups usually have less access to decision makers than well-resourced lobbies. Civil society organisations do not currently take part in a structured dialogue like trade unions and employers organisations do (“social dialogue”). And yet, it is these groups who are directly affected by European decisions. To be better heard at EU level, grassroots associations have assembled into national coalitions or platforms, that then come together at European level in transnational networks like Social Platform.

The common position document can be downloaded from the Social Platform website.
UN Millennium Campaign

Wide consultation with NGOs

2010 will be a critical year in determining which development pathways our world will pursue. In 2000, UN Member States agreed to the Millennium Declaration and committed themselves to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.

UN Member States will again come together this September in New York for an "MDG summit" (High-level Plenary Meeting), with the primary objective of accelerating progress towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, taking into account the progress made towards the internationally agreed development goals. As a part of the process leading to the summit, the General Assembly will also convene "Hearings" with representatives of civil society and the private sector from 14-15 June. The outcome of these Hearings will be integrated into discussions at the summit and the outcome document.

In an effort to enhance the participation and inclusiveness of this process, the United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service (UN-NGLS) and the UN Millennium Campaign are undertaking a consultation with civil society groups across the globe, to compile their views into a single report that will be presented to Member States and other interested stakeholders. The report will be issued in conjunction with the aforementioned Hearings.

The NGOs views will be published with results of the General Assembly's "Hearings" with representatives of civil society and the private sector on 14-15 June 2010 in New York, prior to the an "MDG Summit" held during the UN General Assembly in September 2010.

To participate in this consultation, contributions can be submitted via the website of the United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service.
NGOs working with people experiencing poverty and social exclusion

Art Partner Project – European Year 2010
The European Commission is about to launch its Art Partner Project (in the framework of the European Year Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion) with the aim to raise awareness about poverty and social exclusion through art– more precisely photography.

Trios consisting of an art student, a person experiencing poverty and/or social exclusion and an NGO working with people experiencing poverty and social exclusion will be formed in each Member State. The NGO partners will create a link between the student and the person experiencing poverty and will facilitate their first meeting and follow-up. Then, the  student and the person experiencing poverty, in the course of their meetings, will get behind the camera, so the photographs will really be co-produced.

Art cannot eradicate poverty, but it can give dignity and confidence back to people. It can help to recreate social links. Living in precarious circumstances forces people to focus on their basic needs. There is no room for cultural activities. But when a person is excluded from culture, they are pushed to the margins of society. By taking part in an art project, by creating, they can feel more integrated into society. Cultural action makes people exist as human beings without reducing them to social subjects. It confers an identity which allows people to escape from shame, a source of isolation. Furthermore, creative activity can allow people experiencing poverty to convey to others what this experience means to them. 

NGO partners will play a crucial role in establishing links between art students and people experiencing poverty and/or social exclusion. Students have been tasked to get in touch with NGOs for the preparation and follow-up phases of the project in order to ensure the sustainability of the project beyond 2010. 

For more information, contact Yaël Rouach or visit the website.
Family-supporting services in Europe
The Observatory for Sociopolitical Developments in Europe organized an international conference on "Family-supporting Services in Europe: Current Challenges and Developments" in Berlin in January 2010.
In recent years, the discussion about the promotion of family support services in Germany has grown more intense. Family support services create more time for families and lead to more economic growth as well. Families with children and dependent family members require a variety of offers in the domain of support services, in order to reconcile family and working life. Furthermore, economic growth is able to create new jobs, to decrease illegal labour as well as to ensure additional tax and social insurance revenues.

The international conference “Family-supporting Services in Europe: Current Challenges and Developments” provided the opportunity to present and discuss experiences of various European member states regarding central aspects of family support services, e.g. support schemes, conditions of employment and the role of enterprises. The speakers came from Belgium, France, Sweden and Germany.

The 70 participants included representatives from other European states, such as the United Kingdom, Lithuania, Ireland, Italy, Poland and Spain. The goal of the event was to promote the professional exchange between experts across Europe and to receive impulses for the national discussion in Germany.

The conference report summarizes the major results and questions of the international conference. Since the foundation of the European Alliance for Families in 2007, the exchange of family friendly policies in various forums of the European Alliance for Families has grown more intense. 

For the English and German version of the conference documentation, please go to:

English version or German version
A-Future-to-Every-Child-Fund

Europe’s investment banks and financial services companies grouped in the European Financial Services Association (EUFISEAS) are setting up the A-Future-to-Every-Child-Fund. The AFTEC-Fund allows interest-free and hassle-free credits to schools, day-care centres, youth clubs, sports and leisure facilities and many others that work towards the best interest of the child - even parents. The clear objective is to end child poverty and ensure every child enjoys their right to a happy childhood. The funded projects will be evaluated after 3 years and if the performance is judged by an internal evaluation board as “AAA”, the credit will be turned into a non-refundable grant. 

Estimated €120 billion will be collected by EUFISEAS within the 3-year start up period. More funding is planned as the whole programme is based on a “one-generation-to-break-the-cycle-of-poverty” term (30 years). Own measures like tax exemptions for people who want to donate their bonuses are discussed and will flank the AFTEC-Fund. Children will be allowed to receive credits themselves. In opposition to the crisis-evoking “Collateralized Debt Obligations” (CDOs) the EUFISEAS programme offers "Little Micro Credits for the Small Ones" (LMCSOs). Children can just walk up to any bank clerk and ask for their LMCSO, presenting their project. The financing should be granted in “less than 10 minutes” and the only obligation to the child is “leaving a small token to underline their determination”. A toy car or a pacifier should do. 

Eurochild will be promoting the initiative via their on-going campaign to end child poverty.

Publications

Major thinkers in welfare: Contemporary issues in historical perspective

Vic George

Focusing on a range of welfare issues this book examines the views, values and perceptions of a number of theorists from ancient times to the 19th century, including Plato, St Aquinas, Hobbes, Wollstonecraft and Marx. As a study of ideas it offers a broad historical range, using the analysis to show how social context and philosophical approach shape thinking about social provision and society. 
The book is available through the Policy Press website.
Opening the door - The role of social partners in fostering social inclusion

This publication in the Eurofound series Foundation Findings provide pertinent background information and policy pointers for all actors and interested parties engaged in the current European debate on the future of social policy, based on Foundation research. 
The role of the social partners is beginning to extend beyond issues of the economy, the workforce and the enterprise; they are becoming increasingly involved in social policy matters. While in the past, social partners adopted a largely reactive position to the initiatives from the European Commission, they now act as genuine partners in establishing European social standards. Indeed, the European Commission seeks to assist the development of the social partners’ role – in the direction of greater independence.

The publication can be downloaded from the Eurofound website.
Mainstreaming Ageing Newsletter No 2

The second issue of the Mainstreaming Ageing newsletter focuses on women, work and pensions. This is a rather broad topic and the newsletter contributions highlight only some of the issues and related policy areas where the differing experiences of women and men have important implications both in the quest for gender equality and in responding to the new demography.

The newsletter is a product of the Mainstreaming Ageing: Indicators to

Monitor Implementation (MA:IMI) project, an institutionalised collaboration between the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). The Newsletter can be found here 
European Social Observatory Newsletter

The European Social Observatory (OSE) has recently launched the OSE Newsletter, a new electronic publication aimed at a wide audience (researchers, policymakers, stakeholders, journalists), highlighting key products and events that characterize OSE's work. 

The fourth issue of the OSE Newsletter is available at http://www.ose.be/newsletter/. It provides information on recent and forthcoming publications - articles in international journals, books, working papers etc. - as well as on events held in Brussels or elsewhere. From this issue onwards, the Newsletter will be sent only to registered subscribers. You can register through the ‘Subscribe’ link if you wish to receive future issues. The renewed OSE website (bilingual English/French) can also be consulted. 
Health, Wellness and Social Policy

Edited by Juhani Laurinkari and Veli-Pekka Isomäki

This book of essays in honour of Guy Bäckman is the 10th volume of the series "Studies in Comparative Social Pedagogies and International Social Work and Social Policy". It contains among others an essay on "Human Rights, Health and Social Quality - Realisations and Realities" by Peter Herrmann.The book is available via book shop order, via Internet and can also be ordered directly from the publisher.
Report on Equality between Men and Women 2010

The European Commission’s Report on gender equality finds that women face a higher risk of remaining unemployed and are in a generally weaker position on the labour market. Even though considerable progress has been made, eliminating gender inequalities is a slow process. The report also focuses on the need to prevent and combat violence against women. In 2010 the Commission will present a new strategy for gender equality to follow up the current Roadmap for equality between men and women. 

More information can be found at http://ec.europa.eu/social/publications 

Active inclusion of young people with disabilities or health problems

Rather than focusing on what young people with disabilities or health problems cannot do, agencies involved  in labour market policy, employment services and social protection need to find ways to help these young people to realise their potential in working life. This could involve changing the attitudes of social partners, removing barriers in public life and infrastructure and adapting workplaces to facilitate the entry of disabled young people. This Eurofound background paper looks at measures aimed at promoting labour market integration and identifies key factors for economic and social integration.

The background paper can be downloaded here.
Subjective well-being in Europe
A report analysing data from Eurofound’s second European Quality of Life Survey finds that deprivation is the single most important factor negatively impacting on the subjective well-being of individuals across Europe. However, once basic needs are met, it appears that income becomes less important in shaping people’s sense of well-being. The report finds that good-quality public services can act as a buffer and mediate the impact of difficult economic circumstances: the life satisfaction of the poorest citizens is boosted if they perceive the quality of public services to be high.

The report can be found here.
Active Ageing of Migrant Elders across Europe 

The AAMEE project focused on the concerns of migrant elders in Europe. The project report summarises the basic ideas of the project, the goals, activities, successes and recommendations. A second publication presents examples of good practice concerning the voluntary engagement of and for migrant elders from all over Europe and points out the variety of ideas, approaches and projects which are already being realised. These may give impulses to the development of future successful voluntary projects. Both publications are available as pdf documents and can be downloaded from www.aamee.eu
Conferences

18 May 2010
Brescia, Italy
Living the future: housing, sustainable cities and the EU cohesion policy after 2013
E-Mail:
alessandro.cesale@cecodhas.org 
Website:
http://www.cecodhas.org/content/view/903/70/  
This conference will provide exceptional networking opportunities for the representatives of local authorities, energy agencies, and specialists of housing and urban issues, representatives of regional government as well as various European stakeholders. The results will feed into the European Commission debate on “Cities of tomorrow” and the reflection on the future urban priorities of the EU Cohesion Policy after 2013, offering opportunity to exchange views with leaders of the social housing sector in Europe on the challenges facing cities and neighbourhoods of tomorrow.

31 May - 1 June 2010
Maastricht, The Netherlands
seminar: Europe and Developing Countries: The Making of Technical Cooperation in Brussels
E-Mail:
e.hermens@eipa.eu 
Website:
http://seminars.eipa.eu/en/activities09/show/&tid=3639
Target Group

This seminar is designed for public officials, staff of international organizations, Universities, Member States' development agencies, international financing institutions, NGO’s and interested parties involved in EU development programmes.

The seminar will give a broad overview of EU development and technical cooperation policies with particular focus on European Commission financial opportunities and instruments, funds, financial options, tenders and relevant contracting procedures.
3 - 5 June 2010
Helsinki, Finland
“What about me? – Including the most excluded- Improving the quality of life of people with profound disabilities”
E-Mail:
petra.tiihonen@kvps.fi
Website:
http://papunet.net/what-about-me/
Full and effective participation and inclusion in society is recognized in the UN Convention on the Rights of persons with Disabilities, commited to the values of self-determination, empowerment, active inclusion, equal opportunities, lifelong learning and freedom of choice. The UN Convention and all these values should also be a reality for persons with high support needs and this creates challenges for people concerned, families, service providers and local communities.

The conference will explore ways of promoting these principle values and making the UN Convention a reality in the lives of persons with high support needs.

4 June 2010
Brussels, Belgium
5th European seminar on local homeless strategies
E-Mail:
office@feantsa.org 
Website:
http://feantsa.horus.be/code/EN/pg.asp?Page=1250
European seminar on local homeless strategies, called Homelessnes in public and private spaces: Mind the policy gap! Local strategies to address the different faces of homelessness.

The phenomenon of homelessness is often associated with rough sleepers who live in public spaces, yet this is often only the tip of the homelessness iceberg. Homelessness can also manifest itself in private spaces (from a domestic space to a private space in institutions). This seminar draws attention to homelessness as a continuum of living situations, linked to public and private spaces (see ETHOS typology), which require a comprehensive policy. The speakers will give an insight into their local strategies to tackle the different faces of homelessness.
9 - 11 June 2010
Oslo, Norway
Older workers in a sustainable society - great needs and great potentials
E-Mail:
bjorn.willadssen@seniorpolitikk.no 
Website:
http://olderworkers.seniorpolitikk.no/
The main topic at the conference is the potentials of older workers, both individually and as an important part of societies' work force.

The demographic changes in the industrialized world will in the future have an even greater impact on our society’s employment of older workers, retirement and social insurance programs than it has today. Societies can no longer afford policies, employment practices and attitudes that exclude older workers from the working life.

Despite this basic insight, the value of older workers is still in question. Still there is a widespread perception of older workers as worn out, rigid, inadaptable, slow, and in great need of facilitation. At this conference we put a different perception on the agenda; older workers as experienced and mature, a valuable source of talent, skills and knowledge, and ready, willing and able to work. We will explore the social and economic potential in an ageing society and address the question of research contribution to  employment of older workers.

16 - 18 June 2010
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
CRFR International Conference 2010 

Changing Families in a Changing World
E-Mail:
l.marshall@ed.ac.uk 
Website:
http://www.crfr.ac.uk/events/intconference10/intconfindex.html  
What happens to families in this changing word? How do they deal with the way in which global changes impact upon their lives? What do we know about these changes and how they play out in and across different parts of the globe?
16 - 19 June 2010
Berlin, Germany
15th World Congress of Inclusion International - "Inclusion – Transforming Global Rights into Action"
E-Mail:
inclusion@ctw-congress.de 
Website:
http://www.inclusion2010.de/master.php?content=welcome&lang=en&size=medium
The World Congres will focus on: The right of disabled people to make decisions for themselves; The right to be included in the community; The right to inclusive education; The right of families to get the support they need; The right to live without poverty and discrimination. 

21 - 23 June 2010
Copenhagen, Denmark
Transforming Care 2010
E-Mail:
Transformingcare@sfi.dk 
Website:
http://www.sfi.dk/Default.aspx?ID=7250  
The conference explores the dynamics and contexts of restructuring processes and emerging challenges through a number of key themes:

- Quality of care

- Formalisation and informalisation of care (formal, semi-formal and informal care) and the situation of informal carers

- Care staff: Shortage, transnational recruitment, professionalization, hierarchisation between carers

- Changing work organisations: concepts and implementation

- Intersection of different types of inequalities – gender, socio-economic class, ethnicity.
21 - 23 June 2010
Barcelona, Spain
Challenges and Opportunities for Social Services in Europe: Promoting care and inclusion in a difficult economic and social environment
E-Mail:
maria.capozzi@esn-eu.org 
Website:
http://esn-conference.org/ 
The European Social Network conference will look at current trends, challenges and opportunities for local public managers in public finances, the environmental agenda, opportunities provided by ICT, new forms of service partnership, skills development, user and carer participation and selfmanagement of care. Workshops will take place on a wide range of social service, health, employment and educational issues with a particular emphasis on change and innovation in difficult times.

28 - 29 June 2010
Templepatrick, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom
Decisions, Assessment, Risk and Evidence in Social Work
E-Mail:
sa.lucas@ulster.ac.uk 
Website:
http://www.socsci.ulster.ac.uk/spri/dare/  
Decision making is of crucial importance to the social work profession. Lives and liberty depend on decisions undertaken in crises and high risk situations. Social workers support clients in risk-taking decision making. Professional judgements have to be based explicitly on evidence and sound reasoning, utilising robust assessment tools and collaborative (and sometimes contested) decision making processes. This conference is designed to bring together researchers, educators, policy makers and senior practitioners to share current developments and to promote collaborative research, development and teaching initiatives to improve professional knowledge and skills for the ultimate benefit of clients and families.
08 - 11 July 2010
Leeds, United Kingdom
5th International Carers conference: New Frontiers in Caring; 2010 and beyond
E-Mail:
nikki.insley@neilstewartassociates.co.uk 
Website:
http://www.eurocarers.org/CarersUKLeedsInternatConference2010.doc  
The International Carers conference will focus on four key themes: 

- Health, Social Care and Well-being Services 

- Caring and Employment 

- Funding and Financial and Legal Support  

- Technology, Design and the Built Environment. 

19 - 22 July 2010
Belfast, United Kingdom
10th International Conference on Diversity in Organisations, Communities and Nations
E-Mail:
support@ondiversity.com 
Website:
http://ondiversity.com/conference-2010/  
The Conference looks at the realities of diversity today, critically as well as optimistically and strategically. The Conference will be a place for speaking about diversity, and in ways that 
range from the ‘big picture’ and the theoretical, to the very practical and everyday realities of diversity in organisations, communities and civic life. In the realm of civic life, local and national communities daily negotiate the diversity resulting from immigration, refugee movement, settlement and indigenous claims to prior ownership and sovereignty. And at the same time, communities increasingly recognise and negotiate a plethora of other intersecting and sometimes contrary diversities. At the local level this may create a kind of civic pluralism, a new way of living in community. 
Colophon
This Newsletter of ICSW European Region will be published every two months, six times per year. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Jean-Michel Hôte (France)

Members of Executive Committee:
Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website:
www.icsw.org
E-mail:
icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to subscribe to receive this free newsletter, please click here and give us your name, name of organisation and email address.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please click here and give us your name, name of organisation and email address.
10 - 15 June 2010	Hong Kong, China


Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development


E-Mail:	� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@swsd2010.org" ��info@swsd2010.org� 


Website:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.swsd2010.org/en/index.html" ��http://www.swsd2010.org/en/index.html�  


Three international and eight local hosts will jointly organize the conference. This first ever consortium offers a unique platform for more than 2,000 professionals, academics, practitioners, social planners, policy makers and advocates from East and West to meet, exchange, and develop an action agenda for social work and social development in the next decade. 


We invite you to be part of the process of envisioning and shaping the agenda, to set the questions, to start the debates, and to: 


- Share new knowledge and skills, document best practice and development strategies, and empower each other in the pursuit of quality, excellence and innovation in practice and advocacy of social development and social work 


- Create learning opportunities as well as forums to expand the dialogue to find new solutions or new roles for the profession to meet the changing needs and problems 


-  Lead the global debate, engage global institutions and create synergies among professionals to lead the global agenda for people-centered sustainable social progress.
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