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ICSW South Asia regional Co-operation news letter started in September 2008 has completed one year of its existence without any break in publication.

I am proud to share with you all that we now have readers from 19 countries. I would welcome suggestions from all of you to improve this Newsletter.

Also I welcome brief write ups on social development policies or issues from each South Asian country for publication in future issues of Newsletter.

Wish you all a happy and prosperous New Year 

A.S. Shenoy
 - Editor

National Consultative Workshop - Civil Society Participation in Social Development, India 
ICSW SA Regional Working Group organised a National Consultative Workshop on Civil Society Participation in Social Development “on Wednesday, 30th September 2009 at the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Teen Murthi House, New Delhi. 

Objectives of the Workshop were, to prioritise the national issues for civil society participation in social development, to examine the role of ICSW in networking with NGOs at the National and local level for social development, to understand the National plan of action formulated to implement the provisions of the social charter of the South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) and to chalk out the specific role of the different professional associations, the schools of social work in partnering with the Indian Council of Social Welfare in policy formulation and implementation. 
The participants of the workshop (about 30) were the Central Executive Committee members of ICSW India, representatives from the State branches of the ICSW, representatives from the established Schools of Social Work and from the National level organisations.  
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Ms J.K. Grewal, National Vice-President, ICSW, India, in the absence of the National President Dr. J. Alexander presided over the meeting and read the message from the National President. In her presidential address she briefly mentioned the various activities undertaken by the central office and various State Branches of ICSW, India.

The workshop started with a formal inaugural session. In the inaugural session Dr. Mary Joseph, ICSW SA Regional Working Group Chairperson earlier welcomed the gathering and oriented the participants on the objectives and the proposed outcome of the workshop. 
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Dr. Jagannath Pati, Dy. Director, Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), New Delhi inaugurated the work shop. Dr. Jagannath Pati is attached with CARA and is a senior Fulbright (2005-2006) scholar who has worked in the Department of Social Work, California, State University of Long Beach, USA as an honorary faculty and editor of the Book “Adoption – Global Perspectives and Ethical issues”.

In his inaugural address he explained in detail adoption processes presently implemented in India. He pointed out some gaps in adoption and the delay due to the process of adoption.  He explained the ignorance prevailing about adoption by the adoptive parents and the placement agencies.   He emphasised the need for training which could be taken up by the Indian Council of Social Welfare.  He acknowledged the contributions of the ICSW Central office and the few State branches in this direction. 

This was followed by felicitation speeches by Dr. Suriender Jaswal, Professor & Dean, School of Social Work, Tata Institute of Social Sciences and Mr. Rajiv, Head of CR Unit of GMR Foundation North India and Nepal. 
The inaugural session was concluded with vote of thanks by Mr. A.S. Shenoy, Editor International Council of Social SA Regional Cooperation News Letter.  

The first plenary session was on Indian Council of Social Welfare - A Retrospect by Mr. Dasharatha Nandan, Hon. Secretary General, ICSW Central Executive Committee. He presented a brief report highlighting the events of the growth and development of ICSW (India)

This was followed by second plenary session by Dr. Mary Joseph, Chair, ICSW South Asia Working Group and Mr. A.S. Shenoy, Editor, SA Regional Newsletter on eight decades of the International Council on Social Welfare –The Way Forward. They outlined activities of International Council for Social Welfare and membership from various nations. 

Technical Session I   Govt. – NGO Partnership for Social Development.

Moderator of this session was Mr. Gerry Pinto, Adviser, Butterflies, and New Delhi.
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The session started with an introductory note by the moderator.  He identified the contributions to be made by the professional social workers especially at the policy level to liberalised FCRA– Foreign Contributions Regulation Act.   It is to be challenged from a Human Rights perspective.  NGOs are being monitored by the Home Ministry.  This has to be changed. NGOs should be associated for implementation of Government programmes by creating a mutual respect between the two.

He pointed out there is a need for self-regulatory body that would set standards for voluntary organisations for e.g. Credibility Alliance New Delhi and a re-look at the constitution of ICSW, in the context of new challenges and human rights. He suggested having a think tank or working group to suggest changes of ICSW constitution.

The points raised in this session were:
· ICSW (India) should play an active role in National Policy Commissions.  
· The ICSW (India) should have a clear policy. 
· Whether ICSW (India) can take up implementation of MDG’s.
· ICSW (India) as a network that can interact with government. 
· ICSW (India) to act as a pressure group and take up social audit in the development schemes. 
· ICSW as a standard setting organisation having branches in all states and districts in country 

Fr. Prasanth General Secretary of ICSW, Kerala Branch summed up the morning session. The morning deliberations involved: 
a) Understanding ICSW (India) – Its glorious past and its global status. 

b) The need for a vibrant network as self regulatory body for voluntary sector and a representative body to interfere with the state in influencing and guiding policies. 

c) At international level to become a full Category A member of the International Council on Social Welfare. 

Technical Session-II 

Indian Council of Social Welfare as a national body with 60 years existence - living up to the ideals and aspirations of the people of India:  
In this session Dr. Mary Joseph introduced the dynamics and deliberated on the history of ICSW (India’s) 60 years of existence. 
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Prof. Surinder Jaswal, Professor & Dean, School of Social Work, Tata Institute of Social Sciences moderated the session. She requested each participant to use the suggested format enclosed in the workshop folder to make suggestions for strengthening the presence of the Indian Council of Social Welfare. 
Then the participants present expressed their views and suggestions to improve the activities of ICSW (India).
Views expressed by Participants were:
Since ICSW (India) is an international and national level voluntary organisation there is need to integrate activities of the organisation at all levels.

Concentrated efforts are required to obtain substantial grants from the government, corporate sector, charitable trusts, NRI Sources and global funding agencies to fund the programmes of ICSW (India).

ICSW (India) should support and encourage professionalism in state branches and NGO’s to bring sustainable socio economic development.

A Government – NGO partnership is necessary to represent in planning process.

Schools of social work to be involved in taking a leadership role in ICSW (India) and to work jointly to organise planned activities.

Launch an interactive website 

Relook at the constitution and objectives to specify trust areas in the present context 

Communication to be strengthened between state and central offices.

Membership base to be increased with the enrolment of major NGO’s and welfare institutions as members.

Develop a mechanism to reach out by organising consultation workshops, seminars at national level and to undertake advocacy with Central Government and State Governments to implement welfare policies and schemes.
ICSW (India) national office to be affiliated as category ‘A’ member of International Council.


Dr. Ponnu Wignaraja, Director Sapana, Colombo was the chief guest for the concluding session. In his speech he pointed out that the word “WELFARE” has become out-dated in the present context. Perhaps 60 years ago this was acceptable. That may be the reason the social sector could be sustained globally. Since the word “WELFARE” does not adequately express the kind of challenge we are facing today, we must change the concept of welfare to meet the challenges of tomorrow without waiting for political leaders to take decisions. Voluntary organisations have to play an active role in framing national policies. Since ICSW is an international welfare voluntary organisation, it should take the lead to form welfare policies. Another role to be played by ICSW (India) is to strengthen the NGO’s and create a network for the views expressed by ICSW (India) to be heard by political leaders.

A short film produced by Sapana on empowering the rural poor in Nepal was screened.

Country News

Freedom to War Displaced Civilians in Sri Lanka
In a major confidence building measure, the Sri Lankan Government revoked mandatory security clearance for civilians of the Northern Province of Sri Lanka to travel on land routes. By this relaxation citizens of Jaffna Peninsula can move freely without any restriction from Government run camps. The only requirement is that they have to fill a form in duplicate and inform the military of their movements. 

The Sri Lankan Government has announced a package under which each of the resettled people would be provided with Sri Lankan Rs. 5000 in cash, a savings bank account with Sri Lankan rupees 50,000, six months of ration and an emergency kit with roofing materials and bed sheets. The remaining 1, 18,000 internally displaced person’s now in the camp will be resettled before 31st January 2010. 

SAARC initiatives on climate change. 
South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) countries at the Ministerial meeting held in October 2009 in New Delhi issued a statement on cooperation on the environment. 

The SAARC statement highlights the vulnerabilities of member states and action taken by these countries domestically. All SAARC countries are vulnerable to floods, earth quakes, drought and vagaries of weather that have to be tackled together.

It was decided to set up 50 automated weather stations in the region to monitor and measure variations to meet the challenges of climate changes. The stations will be set up in Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan to begin with. Afghanistan and Pakistan would be covered in the 2nd phase and Maldives and Sri Lanka in 3rd phase. 

The Ministers recognised the critical importance of effective planning and management of environmental pollution and conservation of aquatic and marine ecosystem. They also emphasised the need for cooperation in devising measures to develop capabilities for enhanced environmental management. 

Infrastructural Development in Maldives      
Maldives Govt. has signed a MOU with GMR Infrastructure (Global) Ltd. India to upgrade the airport located at Hanimaadhoo in the upper province of Maldives 287 kms from the national capital Male. The Hanimaadhoo with a run way of 4000 feet has been currently handling only about 20 flights a day. 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Meet
In a meeting held in October 2009 in Beijing of the SCO Central Asian Regional Security Group, member countries decided to work together in combating terror and improving financial cooperation among Asian nations to combat the financial crisis. 

The meeting called for SCO to adopt a “Zero” tolerance policy on terrorism and greater cooperation among Central Asian nations in combating the “three forces” of separatism, terrorism and extremism. The meeting also called for coordination of anti-financial crisis measures. 

The SCO was set up in 2001 largely as security organisation with six members, China, Russia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan with India, Pakistan, Iran and Mongolia as regional representatives. 

G8 Countries Initiatives on Agricultural Development 

The G8 countries have promised to increase spending on agricultural development by USD20 billion over the next three years which is less than the USD44 billion that is needed each year to end malnutrition. A clear signal that agriculture urgently needs attention is that India, as the 2nd biggest producer of rice, still had to import two million tons for building 2010 stockpiles. If this happens it would be the first time in over two decades that India has imported grain. 

In the same way recent storms in the Philippines destroyed 1.3 million tons of rice and the South East Asian countries had to buy a record 2.5 million tons in 2009. 

According to FAO Director Grenesel Jacques Diouf this crisis will affect 1/6 of all of humanity which presents a serious risk to world peace and security. More than one billion people have to go hungry every year. Climate change is another factor to be tackled. Climate change is expected to expand dry land by 11% and this will increase the frequency and severity of droughts across the globe. 
Alternative energy resources  
As per a survey conducted in 1998-2000 the world had a capacity of 14000 Mw of wind power. India generated 1080 MW of power through wind resource ranking 5th in the world in wind energy production. By the end of 2006, India’s installed capacity increased by to 648 MW. India is likely to become one of the major players in the global wind energy market by 2020 by which time 12% of world’s power requirement will be produced by wind.  
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