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Welcome to 2010 and the exciting challenges that lie ahead.

In this issue of the ESA Newsletter we focus on:

Showcasing the work of SADC Council of NGOs
Update on the Pan African Libya Conference

2010Joint World Conference, Hong Kong

SADC-CNGO Launches five year strategy

The Southern Africa Development Community - Council of Non Governmental Organizations (SADC-CNGO), recently launched a five year Strategic Plan (2010-2014), running under the theme “Transformation of SADC: Towards equitable, sustainable and people centred regional Integration and development”.  Civil society in the region, international cooperating partners and other stakeholders, have welcomed the Strategic Plan – a result of a two-year consultative process – as a crucial step in unleashing the potential of the organization, while at the same time outlining clear mechanisms and frameworks for engagement between Non Governmental Organizations on the one hand and SADC Secretariat and Member States on the other.

Through this strategy, the Council of NGOs seeks to deepen civil society participation and influence on regional matters through a cluster approach in which civil society organizations will be mobilized and organized according to their sectoral interests such as poverty, democracy, economic justice etc. SADC-CNGO will facilitate sector-wide policy dialogues, research as well as engagement between these clusters with relevant directorates and structures of SADC. Meetings, workshops, advocacy initiatives, capacity building programmes and engagement with SADC will thus be consolidated at cluster or sector levels.  This approach is hoped to enhance ownership, inclusivity and broadened civil society participation in shaping regional policy and practice. 

The strategy is premised on the urgency and imperative of transforming SADC processes and structures for them to be driven by and be responsive to the aspirations and expectations of citizens from the 15 member states. “The transformation of SADC is therefore critical to ensure that SADC fully involves its citizens in the process of integration, implement and achieve the commitments it made, especially those found in the many protocols and declarations signed by member states. Political will on the part of the leaders of the region to implement these commitments is urgent. Civil society will therefore play a critical role in promoting the implementation of the protocols”, said Mr. Boichoko. A. Ditlhake, the Executive Director of SADC-CNGO.

Although the challenges facing the region are multiple and complex, SADC-CNGO stakeholders agreed to focus on five key strategic priorities, around which SADC-CNGO programming will be framed during the strategy period. These are:-

· Governance, Peace and Security 

· Regional Economic Integration

· Poverty and Development

· Civil Society Mobilization and Strengthening

· Cross cutting issues and emergencies

The uniqueness and strength of the Strategic Plan lies in its strategic mix of engagement and mass mobilization strategies in rolling out programmes that contribute to the transformation of SADC to ensure that the process of regional integration and development is equitable, sustainable and people centred. 
CSOs advocate for a pro-poor Poverty Reduction Framework

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in the Southern Africa Region, under the auspices of the SADC-CNGO, have welcomed the decision by SADC to come up with a Regional Poverty Reduction Framework but have clearly indicated that they will not accept a poverty reduction framework which is not pro-poor. The SADC-CNGO is thus galvanizing civil society to articulate the kind of pro-poor framework they would want to see in place, summarized in a Civil Society Poverty and Development Charter and background study on poverty reduction frameworks in the region (These documents are available at SADC-CNGO offices). 

Southern Africa continues to reel from the effects of structural adjustment programmes, market-based and ruthless global economic systems compounded by supply side constraints, corruption and poor governance which have dismally failed to uplift the situation of the poor, let alone changing their fortunes. Already, in a shockingly defeatist attitude, SADC member states are one after the other declaring that they will not meet the Millennium Development Goals.  

The SADC Regional Poverty Reduction Framework seeks to elaborate and translate the Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan’s priority intervention area on poverty eradication into an implementation framework.  This has the effect of fine-tuning the regional agenda for poverty eradication and provides a bridge to align national poverty reduction strategies to regional interventions.  The framework selectively covers critical and high impact areas where a regional approach is expected to complement and bolster the national interventions in the fight against poverty across the region. 

The Framework is being developed at a time when SADC has also proposed to come up with a Regional Poverty Observatory to monitor progress in the attainment of poverty reduction targets by SADC member states.

Poverty remains one of the greatest challenges of SADC. Approximately half of the entire SADC population is living on less than one dollar a day. Hunger, malnutrition, gender inequalities, exploitation, marginalization, high morbidity and HIV and AIDS prevalence rates characterize the SADC region. Southern Africa is the world's most affected region with HIV and AIDS. 

New website launched

The SADC-CNGO launched a new website (www.sadccngo.org), which will act as a knowledge and information portal for civil society in the Southern Africa region. Members and stakeholders are encouraged to visit the website for updates, policy debates and ongoing regional integration issues affecting the SADC Region. 

NGO engagement with SADC set to deepen

In January 2010, the SADC-CNGO opened dialogue with the SADC Secretariat to discuss its concrete proposals to deepen collaboration, engagement and civil society involvement in regional matters as provided for in Article 23 of the SADC Treaty. This follows the realization that the engagement between civil society and SADC had been ad hoc, less structured and consequently less effective. 

First, the SADC-CNGO has proposed an accreditation process that allows NGOs to be observers, or active participants in selected meetings of SADC. The benefits of being accredited will depend on the nature of the meeting and subject under discussion. These will range from access to documents, submission of papers, and presentation of position papers in meetings to participation in discussions as observers.  Secondly, the Council of NGOs is proposing coordinated and thematic/cluster based engagement with the various units or directorates of SADC in line with its Strategic Plan. The CNGO will coordinate cluster meetings, development of policy proposals and will facilitate engagement with the relevant units/ directorates of SADC. 

For the purposes of debriefing, development of common understanding on issues as well as shared priorities, goals and strategies, the SADC-CNGO is further proposing an annual meeting with SADC in which civil society will be addressed by and interact with the SADC Executive Secretary. 

If accepted, the above and other measures being proposed have potential to positively revolutionize the way civil society and SADC relate for the good of the region.

 “Voice and platform for NGOs to positively influence integration and development in SADC”

 For More information Contact

SADC Council of NGOs

Plot 18682, Phase 2

Gaborone,

Botswana

Tel +267-3912982

Fax +267-3912954

Email: bobm@sadc-cngo.org.bw

Website: www.sadccngo.org

Update on the   8th IFSW – Pan African regional conference

The dates for the 8th IFSW – Pan African Regional conference keep changing. The dates have now been moved to March. I continue to urge those who intend to attend the conference to kindly keep checking the Conference website www.swa.org.ly for any developments. The website still has its challenges but so far that is our only other means of getting information unless Charles Mbugua manages to contact the conference organizers. Below is a matrix of abstracts that have so far been received from Central, East and Southern Africa.
	Name of Author
	Country/Region
	Abstract Title
	Paper written

	
	
	
	

	Anastacia K. Ninsau
	Ghana
	Peace building and conflict resolution in Social Work practice
	Yes

	Josepj Yogtiba & Marie A. Sossou
	Ghana
	Western Social Work Vs African Social Work
	Yes

	William Niyuni
	Ghana
	Social Practice – Challenges and Social Work practice
	Yes

	C. Chiteraka & K. Nthomang
	Lesotho/Botswana
	Field work in Social Work Training: The experiences of NUL and UB
	Yes

	L-K Mwansa and D. Holscher
	Botswana & South Africa
	Social Work Education in Africa: The case for an association
	yes

	Linda Smith
	South Africa
	Critical discourse for African Social Work education
	Yes

	H. Strydom & K. Olivier
	South Africa
	A profile of adolescents households infected with or affected by HIV and AIDS
	Yes

	Corinne Strydom
	South Africa
	Reasons why adolescents do not report sexual abuse (Poster Presentation)
	Yes

	C. C. Wessels & M. Motshedi
	South Africa
	Strengths in families and how they survive
	Yes

	A.A. Roux; J.M. Magole & C.C. Wessels
	South Africa
	The role of social workers regarding the first intervention with the sexually abused child
	Yes

	P. Chirambira & P. Bohwasi
	Zimbabwe
	Forging links and partnerships in both social work education and practice
	Paper will be written

	Thuli Chapa
	Swaziland
	Promoting Social Work Education, practice and Social Development in Africa
	Paper will be written

	E. Kanduza
	Zambia
	Fieldwork: A learning experience in social work education and the challenges faced in African Universities
	Paper will be written


2010Joint World Conference, Hong Kong

Kindly visit the conference website www.swsd2010.org and make sure you are not left behind.

Request to readers
We would want to continue showcasing the work that you do towards contributing to development. May I therefore kindly urge you to forward to me or Roselyn Nakirya rnakirya@icsw.org) any news items, work you have been involved in or outcomes of conferences you have recently attended that we can post in our next issue of the newsletter. Hopefully in the next issue we can share information on the East Africa Council of NGOs, an outfit set up to serve similar interests as the SADC Council of NGOs. Let’s continue to celebrate each other’s efforts. 
Happy reading!
The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.


Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
Newsletter Editor: Judith Kaulem – Regional President East and Southern Africa


ICSW Regional Presidents’ Contact Details:
Mrs Judith Kaulem

Executive Director

Poverty Reduction Forum Trust

No. 59 Mendel Road, Avondale, Harare 

Zimbabwe

 Email: jkaulem@yahoo.com
Tel: +263 913068875 or 263 11 860696
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