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The Way Forward – addressing the social impact of the crisis

Parliamentary Hearing UN

Charles Abbey, Vice President of ICSW and Executive Director African Development Programme, addressed the Parliamentary Hearing at the United Nations in New York on 19 - 20 November 2009. The Hearing examined The Way Forward – Building political support and implementing effective responses to the global economic crisis. The Hearing was opened by the President of the General Assembly, the Secretary General of the UN and the President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. ICSW was invited as the only member-based NGO to speak at the Hearing. 

Charles Abbey both chaired and spoke at the session - Addressing the social impact of the crisis: safety nets, public goods, and workers’ rights. He compared the 1997 Asian financial crisis with the current global financial and economic crisis. The crises did not have similar causes and points of origin. Regardless, the social impact of the crises is the same. “It is a global problem and we need global and local solutions for the localised problems millions are experiencing. At the global level, donor governments, many of whose countries from whence this current crisis originated should have more reasons now to keep to their commitments to assist developing countries in the South. At the national and local levels, especially in the South, governments must take this crisis as yet another opportunity to put in place comprehensive social protection systems for its peoples because it is the moral and economically right thing to do.”

Charles Abbey’s full paper is available on the ICSW website: http://www.icsw.org/publication/pp.htm)

2010 Joint IASSW/ICSW/IFSW World Conference on Social Work & Social Development

10 - 14th June 2010
HongKong

Extension of Early Bird registration deadline to March 31

Abstract vetting for nearly 2000 submissions from 95 countries is almost concluded and the acceptance notification will be sent out by the end of February 2010. Due to this, the early bird deadline has been extended to 31 March 2010. Please click www.swsd2010.org NOW for registration and hotel reservation at discounted rates.

Official Website and contact information of the Conference

Please be warned that a fraudulent website has been identified. It has copied most of the conference information from our official website with an intention to obtain unlawful gain. Please note below the official contact information and website:

Tel:
(852) 2864 2997

Fax:
(852) 2528 4230

Website:
www.swsd2010.org 

General Enquiry:
info@swsd2010.org
Registration:
registration@swsd2010.org
Abstract Submission:
abstract@swsd2010.org
Climate change consequences for social work educators, practitioners and social welfare NGOs 

ICSW International Council on Social Welfare European Region, together with IASSW International Association of Schools of Social Work), and IFSW International Federation of Social Workers Europe, organised a conference on Connecting Climate to social Change, Practice and Training, which took place on 10 December 2009 in Copenhagen. Among the key note speakers were Kanni Wignaraja, Director UNDP, Capacity Development Group (BDP), Prof. dr. Lena Dominelli, Durham University UK, Gordon Vincenti, Ass. Professor, VIA University College, Århus Denmark, Nuria Gollo, Project Coordinator MWADO Women’s participation in development decisions among pastoralists, Marsabit, Kenya, and Gladys Nabiswa, Executive Director CREADIS - Community Research in Environment and Development Initiatives, Kenya. The following statement was approved, indicating principles and actions for social work educators and practitioners and social NGOs.

STATEMENT FROM THE CONFERENCE

Introduction

Energy consumption and industrial pollution today contributes substantially to climate change. The impact of climate change is already affecting low income countries and poor people drastically. And, according to scientific research the earth’s biodiversity and climate stability is seriously threatened. Avoiding this damage requires that global pollution is reduced drastically so that atmospheric warming does not exceed 2ºC.

The Kyoto Agreement that expires in 2012 has attempted to get nation-states to agree to reduce their carbon emissions. The Kyoto Agreement was however weak and did not include major players in the production of industrial pollutants, particularly carbon dioxide, like the USA, China and increasingly India. 

Another problem is the issue of equity between industrialised countries in the Global North and industrialising ones in the Global South. Although the per capita emissions of people living in the Global South are substantially less than those in the Global North, they are the ones who will suffer most from climate change. This has occurred already in countries like Ethiopia that are experiencing unprecedented levels of drought; and Bangladesh where flooding is a regular occurrence. However, the aspirations of low income countries to acquire Western lifestyles will change this ratio. The numbers of people globally who are aspiring to Westernism are significant. India and China have one-third of the world’s population, with almost one billion middle-class people seeking to raise their standards of living to Western levels. Meeting their demands carry profound implications for the climate. Finding new sustainable ways of meeting people’s aspirations and needs are an urgent priority.

These problems indicate the importance of promoting social justice in solutions. All nation-states must work together both to reduce global pollution and raise the standards of living of the world’s poorest peoples. In this scenario, an equitable sharing of resources, substantial reductions in pollution levels and the urgent sharing of clean technologies and renewable energy sources are imperatives. The world must succeed in achieving these aims if humanity and the physical environment of planet earth are to flourish rather than perish.

Social work educators and practitioners as the group of professionals concerned about people’s well-being and their relationship with their physical, spiritual and social environments are together with social welfare NGO’s well-placed to advocate for policies that promote social justice and are rooted in notions of collaboration, reciprocity, mutuality and solidarity. Thus, we propose the following actions to safeguard the interests of those who have the least voice in raising their concerns about the cost they will have to bear if nation-states fail to agree to take the necessary actions immediately.

Principles:

We affirm the following principles in seeking to get nation-states to reach agreement about substantially reducing global pollution:

Interdependence. We live in an interdependent world, thus what happens in one location affects people in all others.

Equity. The inequalities that allow rich nation-states to dictate terms to low-income ones are unacceptable. Enshrining equity in any agreement facilitates the transfer of clean technologies and sharing of endeavours that will ease the threat of climate change.

Collaboration. Nation-states must collaborate with each other to find solutions to the profound problems raised by continuing climate change.

Solidarity. Solidarity between peoples promotes a sharing of resources, skills and knowledge that are needed to address the problems that humanity faces, regardless of whether or not an individual is personally experiencing the problem.

Holistic approaches. Each nation-state faces different problems in relation to climate change and countries and peoples have contributed differentially to the problem. The current position of any one country is likely to change as low income countries industrialise and raise their low standards of living. As Western lifestyles are physically, spiritually and environmentally unsustainable, they cannot be promoted as the way forward for all. Consequently, all nations of the world must work together to find sustainable lifestyles for everyone now living on earth and for the generations to come. This will mean transferring knowledge, skills, and resources more equitably across the world and a holistic approach that encompasses the physical, spiritual and social domains.

Actions:

Individual social work educators and practitioners will have to find their own way of reducing their personal carbon footprints, but as a profession, it can together with social welfare organisations commit to the following actions:

Lobby the United Nations and their national governments for the affirmation of the above principles and commit themselves to undertake urgent action that will: reduce global pollution; encourage the equitable sharing of clean technologies and the world’s resources to create sustainable lifestyles for all peoples.

Mobilise people to raise their concerns and promote solutions at the local, national and international levels and mobilise own organisations and institutions similarly to work for more sustainable solutions.

Research the subject of climate change to develop a social work perspective on the issues raised, and provide the evidence that is needed to support people and proposed plans of action in reducing global pollution and its impact on local, national and international communities.

Train people in understanding the issues linked to climate change and ensuring that these are covered in the social work curriculum. This should include undertaking placements that address sustainability issues and climate change in local communities.

Social NGOs action to improve the EU 2020 Strategy 

The Commission’s preliminary conclusions regarding the responses to the Consultation on the future of the Lisbon Strategy suggest that social NGOs in general support the Commission’s ideas on the future of social Europe. However, this does not do justice to the diversity and the critical content of the social NGOs responses. 

The Social Platform sent a letter to heads of state ahead of the Informal European Council on February 11. The letter outlines the demands regarding the EU 2020 agenda and the frustration at the Commission’s overview of the responses of the EU 2020. The overview document mischaracterises the position of social NGOs, stating that they “broadly support” the Commission’s views when social NGOs have explicitly said the opposite in their common response to the consultation, as well as in the individual responses of their members. This issue has been discussed widely in Brussels and in EU media, and other groups also assert that their positions have been distorted in the overview document. 

The social NGOs united in the Social Platform do not support the EU 2020 Strategy as it stands, and make the following four proposals for improvement:

1. Ensure that the EU economic strategy serves people and planet 

2. Make social cohesion and the fight against poverty a separate pillar of EU 2020 

3. Revise the European Employment Strategy to focus on the care sector, quality of jobs and inclusive labour market 

4. Make the participation of citizens and civil society matter.

The Spring Alliance and many Social Platform members were mobilized to make their views heard directly by Heads of State. It’s hard to assess whether the responses and protests had an impact but some progress seems to have been made. EU 2020 will be called the EU 2020 'sustainable growth and jobs strategy' and there is unanimity (or consensus) on three key objectives: 

· Growth based on knowledge and innovation

· Inclusive high employment society

· Greener growth 

There is unanimity also on the EU 2020's goal of "a new economic model: a sustainable, inclusive, competitive social market economy".

The College of Commissioners meeting will adopt the EU 2020 plans on 3 March and release them together with the full analysis of the responses to the consultation. The full package will be adopted by the Heads of States on June 17 in combination with the validation of the national targets. More information can be found on the Social Platform website.

Social Platform work programme 2010 

The Social Platform intends to play an active role in 2010, which will be a decisive year for the EU. With a newly-elected parliament in June 2009, the appointment of the Commission in the autumn and the positive outcome of the Irish referendum on October 2, the opportunities are there to shape EU priorities for the next decade. But the challenges are large with an economic crisis unrolling across Europe and consequently growing public deficits, unemployment and poverty. 

Social Platform has decided to focus its efforts in 2010 on: 

· a change of paradigm at EU level from “growth and jobs” to “social and sustainable” 

· a renewed EU commitment to prioritise the fight against poverty 

· an effective implementation of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and the provision in the new treaty on civil dialogue, equality, social “mainstreaming” and services of general interest 

· the adoption of European legislation to fight discrimination and to improve work life balance across Europe 

· specific work on improving dialogue between EU institutions and citizen’s associations, access to employment, care for people in need and quality framework for social services.

The Social Platform work plan 2010 can be downloaded from the Platform website here.

Social Platform study visit to Belgium

Impressions from Lithuania

Angele Cepenaite, President of Lithuanian National Committee of ICSW

A Lithuanian ICSW delegation consisting of Angele Cepenaite, Leta Dromantiene and Aiste Stancikiene, participated in the European meeting with Belgian civil society that took place in Brussels from November 30 – December 1 2009, organized by the Social Platform. 

It is well known that Belgium enjoys a high standard of living. Its social protection model shows intrinsic poverty prevention features. This meeting was a good opportunity to understand the main strength of the Belgian social protection system and discuss the actual issues of poverty in economic crisis period as well as the role of NGOs in tackling poverty issues in EU countries. The purpose of the study visit was to prepare an agenda for the Belgium EU Presidency 2010 together.

The main emphasis of the speech of Conny Reuter, President of the Social Platform, was on concrete issues of poverty (what is the social protection system, what can be done in periods of crisis, how to improve social cohesion, how does social dialogue work). Anne Hoel, Policy coordinator of Social Platform, stressed the principles of Social platform organization – equality, solidarity and non discrimination – as well as promotion and respect for fundamental rights for all within Europe, in particular European Union. During discussions on the agenda for the Belgium presidency, we spoke about the tasks of the Presidency, the context of the Belgian Presidency, and the social and employment legislative acts that could be issued. 

We support the issues on which the Belgium presidency wants to advance: child poverty, minimum income, social economy. The Lithuanian Committee of ICSW thinks it is important to tackle the minimum income issue in the EU and to establish general standards, because minimum income figures differ very much in various countries of EU, and in reality they show absolute poverty (for instance in Lithuania the basic social benefit is about 38 Euro per month).

Sian Jones (EAPN) opened the discussion on the Open Method of Co-ordination (OMC) on health issues, combining with long-term care and pensions (OMC on social protection and social inclusion) as well as Social OMC. We agreed with proposals on the important elements of a model of good governance: participation of civil society, people experiencing poverty, multidimensional approach, policy coordination, mobilizing all actors.

During the meeting in Brussels we had an opportunity to be acquainted with Belgian achievements in solidarity, the efforts to find a solution for the minimum income issue, in order to diminish the existing poverty in society, especially paying attention to child poverty reduction by creating a good child care system. 

The main conclusions of our discussions was that participation and volunteering provide the strength of European social model and social dimension has to be strengthened in legal acts. Social Platform representatives assured that they will participate actively in all activities of European year against poverty, especially during the Belgium presidency, in order to tackle the issues the Belgium presidency wants to advance.

The study visit provided opportunity to learn more about the practice of participation and volunteering activities at local community level. We were impressed very much with the example of social coordination in Laeken and its local network of “active participation of civil society” model. It proved the need of cooperation of nongovernmental and public institutions, partnership with local and regional politics. We saw an excellent functioning model of exchange of good practice, ideas, actions with local actors (social workers, doctors, teachers, youth workers) that was implemented through de-clustered elements (politics/workers/public…) to develop and revitalize the neighbourhood by preparing a Global Plan of Revitalisation of Laeken.

Back home we are disseminating the idea of comprehensive measures to reduce poverty, looking at participation (including participation of people living in poverty), volunteering, quality of services, accessibility of services, training of social workers, life long learning, and other issues. 

This meeting organized by Social Platform helped to exchange the ideas and to learn about most recent Belgium ideas and practice of constructive partnership, its resources and results in achieving the goals of the Belgium presidency and the Lisbon strategy. 

Ending Poverty and Social Exclusion across Europe 

Social NGOs across Europe have joined forces to define a common vision for the kind of society we want to create. They share a commitment to building a Europe where women and men of all ages can live free of poverty and social exclusion, should be the legacy of the 2010 Year. This would contribute to a real recovery plan to address the current crisis. The following policy changes would have a real impact on European society:

Access to rights and dignity for all 

It is time once and for all to break the stereotypes in relation to people experiencing poverty: there are no ‘deserving’ or ‘undeserving’ poor. The economic crisis and changes in social protection systems have left more and more people exposed to poverty and insecurity resulting in the reality that poverty can no longer be seen as something distant and remote. Social rights, to health, housing, education, culture and income, are fundamental rights which must be available to all, irrespective of age, gender or legal status. The cycle of intergenerational transmission of poverty must be broken. Principles of solidarity, equality between women and men, equal opportunities for all and non-discrimination must shape policies aimed at ending poverty and social exclusion. 

An economy at the service of people and public interest 

Europe’s economic systems must be redesigned to safeguard people from poverty and social exclusion. Increased public investment and a fairer redistribution of resources and wealth must regain a central place in designing both economic and social policies. Social economy, linking economic activities with the realisation of social goals such as access to health care, decent employment and affordable housing, should be promoted, not only to respond to new needs in the community but also as source of employment, in particular for vulnerable persons and disadvantaged groups.

Mobilising all policies

Poverty has both structural and personal causes, and is generated and perpetuated every day through inadequate policies and lack of political commitment. Poverty cannot be accepted as part of society’s structure. It is time to rethink the system – to put into place policies where solidarity, social rights and the public good comes first. Building a poverty-free Europe requires that all policies – social, economic, employment, health, education, cultural, housing - are mobilised and co-ordinated at all levels and implemented in a mutually reinforcing manner.

Guaranteeing universal services and providing necessary targeted measures 

Accessible universal services for all are essential foundations for redressing the inequalities leading to poverty and social exclusion. In addition, specific measures are necessary, recognising that people facing extreme forms of poverty and social exclusion are particularly vulnerable and that their fundamental rights are extensively violated.

Participation and commitment 

Participation and commitment of everyone is central to building inclusive societies. Strong and well functioning representative democratic institutions are essential to ensure the defence of the public interest. Transparency and accountability in policy-making are needed to foster trust in our democratic processes. Participatory democracy is necessary and must ensure that the voices of people experiencing the poverty and social exclusion are heard and acted upon. The engagement of individuals through voluntary activities should be recognised and promoted. Particular efforts are needed to empower people experiencing poverty and social exclusion to actively engage in their communities. 

Solidarity across the globe 

The European dimension of the fight against poverty and social exclusion cannot be dissociated from global challenges linked to demographic change, migration, climate change, and decent work. The structural causes generating poverty are linked, and increased solidarity between the different struggles to end poverty across the globe is needed. The EU needs to strengthen its role as a global actor for trade justice, debt cancellation, poverty eradication and the effective application of decent work standards for everyone. 
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Zero Poverty campaign 

Sign petition

Zero Poverty is a campaign that aims to ensure decent living conditions for everyone as a right, not a privilege. The campaign, led by Caritas in Europe, has been designed to contribute to pan-European efforts to tackle poverty as part of the European Year of Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, 2010. It is a campaign for everyone who lives in poverty as well as for those who care about this often silent minority.

The Petition Against Poverty is the centrepiece of the campaign. The intention is to present the petition at the end of the year to the EU institutions. With the backing of hundreds of thousands of signatures, the initiators aim to invoke the European Citizens’ Initiative provided for in the Lisbon Treaty and request that the European Commission drafts concrete legislation based on the Zero Poverty proposals and realises lasting change. To sign the petition, go here
Spain takes over the EU Presidency

Spain has taken over the EU Presidency from Sweden for the first 6 months of 2010, against the background of the recently adopted Treaty of Lisbon. A second important development is the formation of ‘trio of presidencies’, i.e. coordination of the Spanish, Belgian and Hungarian Presidency programmes. 

Spain focuses on four main priorities: 

· Jobs and the Economy

· Lisbon Treaty

· Citizenship

· Foreign Affairs

Jobs and the economy: recovering from the current economic crisis and creating jobs and measures on adopting and monitoring the objectives of the new EU 2020 Strategy. Work will begin on planning the new ‘Europe 2020’ strategy, to aid the recovery of the European economy creating growth and quality jobs and avoid future crises. This strategy is based on a set of new targets: building the knowledge society, social issues and fighting climate change with a green recovery plan. A major challenge will be getting all the EU institutions involved: the Parliament, the Commission and the Council, as the Parliament was excluded from drawing up the Lisbon Strategy in 2000.

The Presidency will also be involved in setting up and getting approval for new measures and bodies to supervise Europe’s financial systems. This will involve getting agreement between the Council and the Parliament on the Directives for supervision of the economy at all levels.

Lisbon Treaty: Implementation of the new Treaty and development of the Treaty’s innovations (e.g. the European Citizens’ Initiative). the Spanish Presidency is keen to put the citizens’ initiative into effect, whereby a million signatures collected from a substantial number of countries can trigger a legislative procedure. This is an example of the measures aimed at getting ordinary people to feel that they have a stake in the EU. Another one is the European Convention on Human Rights, which the Presidency wants to demonstrate can work.

Citizenship: to close the gap between Europe and its citizens by driving a more ambitious Social Agenda. the Europe of the 21st century must work closely with its citizens, as the current division of responsibilities between the Member States and the EU means that people do not feel ‘Brussels’ understands their needs and aspirations.

The Spanish Presidency is planning measures to implement the Stockholm Programme for freedom, security and justice in the EU, which is due to be adopted by the December Council meeting. Spain will be pushing for a non-discrimination directive, and for Europe to address one of the worst sins in our societies, violence against women.

Foreign affairs: consolidating the functions of the President of the European Council and High Representative for Foreign Affairs. 

In terms of social policy, equal rights, gender equality and the adoption of the proposed anti-discrimination Directive feature high on the Spanish agenda. Other priorities are social protection and social inclusion - 2010 European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, disability, active ageing and social services of general interest.
For more information on the Spanish Presidency, visit http://www.eu2010.es
Publications

Mainstreaming Ageing-Newsletter

The European Centre has been mandated since 2002 to undertake follow-up activities of the “Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing” (MIPPAA). The work had been undertaken with a formal collaboration and the assistance of the UNECE, Geneva. A new Memorandum of Understanding between UNECE and EC has been signed in March 2009 and is concluded for the period from March 2009 to February 2014. One of the new activities is a quarterly Mainstreaming Ageing newsletter. 

The first issue focuses on health and long-term care, the next issue will focus on women, work and pensions. The newsletters can be found on the Monitoring RIS website that had been relaunched in order to make information better accessible. 

Women's Work and Pensions: What is Good, What is Best?

Bernd Marin and Eszter Zólyomi

This publication aims at exploring difficulties women face in working life and retirement - and what could be done to achieve more gender equality and fairness for women and men alike. Leading pension experts, predominantly women, from East and West, North and South of Europe analyse the basic challenges through single and comparative country studies. The editors provide facts and figures on women's lives, work and pensions and draw theoretical lessons and practical policy conclusions from the studies and gendered statistical indicators.

For more information: http://www.euro.centre.org/detail.php?xml_id=1643
The EU’s Ambivalent Relationship with the BSEC: Reflecting on the Past, Mapping out the Future

ICBSS Policy Brief no. 20, January 2010

This paper undertakes a “reality check” by analysing the key features of both the Black Sea Synergy and the Eastern Partnership while reflecting on the probability of a future upgraded relationship between the Organisation of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) BSEC and the EU especially with the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty.

This Policy Brief is intended to provide food for thought in the discussion regarding the current state of interaction between the Black Sea countries and the European Union and the way forward. 

The full text of the Policy Brief can be downloaded from the website of the International Centre for Black Sea Studies (ICBSS) at www.icbss.org.

Conferences

26 - 29 April 2010
Singapore

4th International Consortium for Intergenerational Programmes Conference 2010

E-Mail:
conference@c3a.org.sg 
Website:
http://www.c3a.org.sg/icip2010/ 
Building upon the objectives and achievements of previous ICIP conferences, the 4th ICIP Conference 2010 gathers stakeholders from around the world to advance a shared understanding of how intergenerational policies, research and programmes act as agents of change to impact the sustainability of ageing societies.

Coinciding with the 2nd European Union (EU) Day of Intergenerational Solidarity on 29 April 2010, the 4th ICIP Conference 2010 also aims to further dialogues on intergenerational issues beyond EU to other parts of the world.

03 - 06 May 2010
Melbourne, Australia

International Federation on Ageing; 10th global conference

E-Mail:
ifa2010@tourhosts.com.au 

Website:
http://www.ifa2010.org/default.asp 

The central theme of this conference is 'Social Inclusion for an Ageing Population'. It aims to discuss ageing, among others, in relation to:

- climate change

- social inclusion
- human rights
- resourcing change
- healthy ageing. 
6 - 7 May 2010
Bergen, Norway

2nd International Conference in Evidence Based Practice

E-Mail:
evidence-bergen@hib.no 

Website:
http://www.hib.no/aktuelt/konferanse/dokumenter/bic/index.htm 

This conference aims to explore how to bring evidence into everyday professional practice, by bringing together practical examples of: 

Strategies for transferring evidence into practice

Strategies for teaching Evidence Based Practice (EBP) in different settings, including clinical practice 

How to evaluate transfer of evidence into clinical practice 

How to evaluate teaching of EBP in different settings, including clinical practice.

17 - 19 May 2010
Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Does Europe Care ? - The Future of Unpaid Care in Europe

E-Mail:
doeseuropecare2010@hfeventmanagement.co.uk 

Website:
http://www.hfevents.co.uk/DoesEuropeCare2010 

More than 100 million people in Europe care for a family member or friend with a disability, long-term illness, addiction or mental health problem, without pay and recognition, and often without support. As Europe's populations grow older, demand for family care will increase steeply in all countries over the next 20 years.

'Does Europe Care?' is a conference aimed at representatives of carers and carer organisations, and planners and policymakers who work in the field of health and social care and politics. Delegations composed of 5 individuals are sought from each of the European Member States.

Colophon

This Newsletter of ICSW European Region will be published every two months, six times per year. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Jean-Michel Hôte (France)

Members of Executive Committee:
Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website:
www.icsw.org
E-mail:
icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to subscribe to receive this free newsletter, please click ‘here’ and give us your name, name of organisation and email address.

If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.
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