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Mr Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentleman

The International Council on Social Welfare totally agrees with the importance the Secretary General places on the outcomes of the Copenhagen World Summit for Social Development. Until recently it was as though the commitments and outcomes had been forgotten. The Secretary General in his report “Promoting full employment and decent work for all” makes reference to the global commitment to poverty reduction, employment creation and social integration. 

The International Council on Social Welfare is encouraged that the focus is shifting from the minimalist poverty reduction targets to the realisation that social development is as important as economic development. Yesterday during the panel discussion on “Macroeconomic policy for full employment and decent work for all” Jean Paul Tricart spoke of social policy as investment not a cost. Indeed an insightful comment. Mr Tricart spoke of the need for policy coherence at all levels. Again a sentiment that the International Council on Social Welfare supports and advocates. 
I was less impressed with the discussion on the consequences of market liberalisation and privatisation. The speakers emphasised the benefits of building an effective private sector. Speakers failed to mention that removing public goods is in effect to reduce the social wage. Social goods are now a rare topic of discussion. Low income people have depended on universal services as part of their social wage. Social protection measures have not been adjusted to compensate for the loss of public goods that are now privatised and available at a cost. On the contrary, with the liberalisation of labour markets workers are less protected. 
The International Council on Social Welfare encourages governments to see employment in the context of overall social development. The mistake to date has been to look at social issues in compartments not as a composite social policy. Thus, in the macro economic discussion on privatisation the speakers ignored a major consequence of market liberalisation and privatisation of public services. 

I turn now to Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers as referred to by the Secretary General in paragraph 69 of his report. The Secretary General observes that most Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers do not provide analyses of “labour markets, employment issues or social security and social protection policies”. The secretary general notes with concern the “limited treatment of employment creation in PRSP’s”. He correctly observes that income from work is the most important means of survival for the poorest. I will be asking members of my Council to work with their governments to include employment and decent work in future PRSP’s.

Mr Chairman I draw the attention of distinguished delegates to the release of an important new report “Comprehensive Social and Employment Policies for Development in a Globalizing World”. This report will be released tomorrow at a side event sponsored by the Finnish Delegation. The report is the outcome of a roundtable of experts that met in Finland last December. The degree of consensus reached by the experts was astounding. I conclude with a quotation from the Finnish report – “All policies, including macroeconomic, infrastructure and sector policies, have different social distributional impacts and these impacts have to be understood ex ante and turned into equitable, participatory and non-discriminatory polices that provide more and better formal employment, that strengthen livelihoods, raise incomes, provide universal social protection and foster social inclusion”. We should seek no less.  
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