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Review of the first UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 1997-2006: One Decade Has Passed, Another to Go

The analysis made in the review by the International Council on Social Welfare of the first UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 1997-2006 leads to some fundamental findings and recommendations. They are not new but worth repeating.

The findings show that, despite a decade of poverty eradication, there remains a large gap between the commitments, goals and targets of the Decade and the outcomes of current trends on income and human poverty. 

Poverty cannot be adequately measured, explained or addressed in terms of income or consumption. Poverty is a deprivation of essential productive assets and opportunities to which every human should be entitled. Everyone has a right and, therefore, must have access to basic education and primary health services. The poor should have the ability to sustain themselves by their labour and be adequately remunerated, as well as be entitled to adequate protection from natural and social risks and vulnerabilities.

Notwithstanding income and basic services, people are also poor and tend to remain so if they are not empowered to participate in making the decisions that shape their lives and livelihoods. The poor may not have acquired essential assets because they live in a remote or resource-poor area, or because they are vulnerable on account of age, health, living environment or occupation. They may be denied access to assets because they belong to an ethnic minority or a community considered socially inferior, or simply because they are females or have a disability. At a broader level, poverty stems from situations where gross inequality persists because of vested interests, and entrenched power structures. This situation translates into a lack of political will, inadequate governance and inappropriate public policies and programmes to eradicate poverty in all its forms.

Progress in poverty reduction has been partial. One in five people in the world - more than 1 billion people - still survive on less than $1 a day, a level of poverty so abject that it threatens survival. Another 1.5 billion people live on $1–$2 a day. In effect, after a decade of poverty eradication measures, more than 40 per cent of the world’s population are faced daily with the direct reality or the impending threat of extreme poverty.

The analysis made in this ICSW review of the first UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 1997-2006 leads to some fundamental findings and recommendations. They are not new but worth repeating.

The findings show that, despite a decade of poverty eradication, there remains a large gap between the commitments, goals and targets of the Decade and the outcomes of current trends on income and human poverty. 
Developing country governments must ensure:

· Good governance;

· Social protection for the poorest and most vulnerable;

· Priority on social sector spending, especially primary education and health care; 

· Economic and political empowerment of all citizens, especially the poor; and 

· Efficient, transparent, and accountable institutions. 

Developed country governments must ensure:

· A more open and equitable system of international finance and trade, to increase development assistance and to enhance international commitment to good governance, development and poverty reduction.

Developed country governments must:
· Assist in the development of poorer nations by opening their markets to the exports of developing countries.

· Continue to honour their development-aid commitments.

And multilateral institutions, such as the United Nations’ bodies and regional commissions; the World Bank and regional development banks must:

· Seriously heed the criticisms of their poverty-reduction operations, the resources they consume, and the impact of their programmes on poverty.

· Remain at the front line in international development efforts.

· Ensure that their international, regional, and bilateral assistance be better coordinated, less competitive and more committed to narrow the gap between words and institutional action on poverty eradication.
After this ten-year review, we have another decade to go to change the poverty trends, alter the course and achieve the human-poverty eradication goals.
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