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Mr Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentleman. I make this statement on behalf of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) which represents, through its members in over seventy countries, tens of thousands of civil society organisations. ICSW’s members are involved in service provision and advocacy for social development, social welfare and social justice. 

A major achievement of the World Summit for Social Development was the commitment  by governments to  a broad vision of social development and a process of social development involving governments, international and regional organisations, civil society and the private sector. 
Poverty has become a major international agenda item but the response has been very unequal. The fixation on the dollar-a-day mantra of the Millennium Development Goals while being a worthwhile hook for the discussion of poverty is a limited and constricting concept of poverty. It reflects an economic bias and ignores the broader definition of poverty. The World Summit
 described poverty as “including lack of income and productive resources sufficient to ensure sustainable livelihoods; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack of access to education and other basic services; increased morbidity and mortality from illness; homelessness and inadequate housing; unsafe environments; and social discrimination and exclusion” (Para 19).


There are insidious factors that work against reducing poverty. Long term programmes to remove the causes of poverty suffer every time there is a crisis and resources are diverted. 
The commitment in Copenhagen was to place the creation of employment at the centre of government policies. The Millennium Development Goals give little attention to employment with reference only to youth. It is imperative that the Commission for Social Development retain the goal of “expanding productive employment for all sectors of society” (E/CN.5.2005/6 1 December 2004 Para 31). 

ICSW believes that the UN must maintain its commitment to social integration and social development. Despite social integration being a prominent component of the Copenhagen Declaration it has been omitted in later commitments at the UN. The MDG’s are characterised by perfunctory or mechanistic commitments with the major exception of the commitment to gender equality, empowerment of women and the elimination of gender disparity in primary and secondary education.

ICSW calls for a renewed commitment to the Summit Declaration for “taxation systems that are fair, progressive and economically efficient”. There has been little progress in this area. ICSW said in its statement on the 2004 priority theme of Improving Public Sector Effectiveness, “ECOSOC should request existing bodies or Independent Expert Advisory Panels to develop draft standards in the area of national taxation administration best practice and to investigate ways of harmonising domestic tax systems, which while being respectful of national sovereignty, address economic resource problems exacerbated by devices of tax avoidance and evasion”.

The first commitment in Copenhagen included “creating an economic, political, social, cultural and legal environment that will enable people to achieve social development” ICSW seeks the cooperation of governments at national, regional and international level in furthering the participation of civil society in the path to social development. There is a very uneven evolution of civil society inclusion and involvement in democratic forms of government. Some regional groupings of governments have made provision for civil society involvement in their work but there is an undercurrent of exclusion of civil society by some governments. The proliferation of civil society organisations has not made it easy for governments to know who to work with. Without coherence by civil society, governments will take the easy alternative of involving academics and individuals from civil society rather than representatives of organisations that have taken great pain to be democratic and transparent. 
The UN is the only global organisation with the breadth of responsibilities and membership to provide a balanced framework to meet the challenges of economic and social development. ICSW remains committed to the strengthening of ECOSOC and the Commission. 
The World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization
 supports the call for the strengthening of ECOSOC and improving policy coherence. The World Commission suggests that the “High Level Segment of its (ECOSOC’s) annual session could promote interaction on specific aspects of global macro economic, social and environmental management” (para 534). 
ICSW applauds and supports the Secretary General’s comments to strengthen ECOSOC. This could include, as the Secretary General suggests, ECOSOC being “an ideal forum for regular meetings of finance and trade ministers responsible for labour and social policies in order to review policy coherence among them”
 (para 58) ICSW would add that ECOSOC is also the ideal forum for ministers for income security and health with the same aim of reviewing policy coherence. 
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