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Introduction 

The region consists of 17 countries, namely; Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Georgia, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Out of them 10 countries come under Central Asia and the rest are considered to be in South Asia.

Out of the 7 countries in the South Asian Region only Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka are represented in the ICSW. No organizations from Bhutan and Maldives have come forward to join as members.

Members in the Central Asian Region were working in a separate programme coordinated by ICSW secretariat. Therefore Office of the Regional President had to focus its attention more on the South Asian Region.

When the ICSW was having its Brasilia meetings in July 2006 membership of 5 organizations had been suspended or to be suspended thus decreasing the number of countries represented in the ICSW to just two or three. Payment of membership fees by the affiliate organizations often appears to be irregular and discouraging.

Office of the Regional President wrote to all the member organizations several times but response was minimal.

02. What we have done

In this context ICSW secretariat tried to negotiate with South Asia Partnership International (SAPI) for strengthening the activities in the region. Office of the Regional President did its part getting in touch with SAP - Sri Lanka. However, the outcome seems to be inadequate.

Regional President put forward two proposals for consideration with a view to activate the region. They are;

1. Sustainability Plan - June 2005, Luzern, Switzerland.

2. Programme for promoting CSOs in South Asia - July 2006, Brasilia, Brazil.

The secretariat has approved the second, limiting its scope to Sri Lanka as the first step. Work will be started soon.

03. What is to be done?
It is my view that NGOs in the region should still be strengthened to join the ICSW. In this context ICSW should introduce a package which should be acceptable to the region perhaps based on the following.

1. Needs of the NGOs, in the region
2. Capacities of the NGOs
3. Cultural, social and political environment in the region.

All these will require time, energy and resources. Appointment of a resource person who should work in close association with the Regional President will be sometimes a very good solution. Office of the Regional President is always ready to go ahead with the programme.
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