4th SOMSWD Recommendations

Paragraphs from the 4th SOMSWD report on their decisions and views on the GO-NGO Forum recommendations  

b. ASEAN GO-NGO Forum, 8-9 September 2006, Bangkok 

23. The Meeting reviewed the Summary Record of the Forum.  The Summary Record with inputs/revisions from the SOMSWD appears as ANNEX 15.  The Meeting considered the recommendations of the Forum (which are attached to Annex 15) and noted that points 8 and 10 were observations and supportive statements made by the Forum, rather than recommendations.  With regard to the recommendations made for ASEAN follow-up, the Meeting provided the following views and decision: 

i. Recommendation 1: The Meeting agreed in principle to the recommendation but was of the view that this recommendation should be optional for follow-up by ASEAN Member Countries. 

ii. Recommendation 2: The Meeting agreed to the recommendation for inclusion of representatives of National Councils of Social Welfare (or their equivalent) as members of SOMSWD delegations, as an option for ASEAN Member Countries at future SOMSWD meetings.  With regard to inviting ICSW as observer to SOMSWD meetings, the Meeting advised that this should be in accordance with ASEAN’s existing guidelines on non-ASEAN participation at ASEAN meetings, and that ICSW’s attendance should be issues-based, for relevant topics.

iii. Recommendation 3: The Meeting advised that since SOMSWD had agreed to include representatives of National Councils of Social Welfare as members of country delegations (recommendation 2 above) it may not be necessary to have separate GO-NGO Forums. Instead, the national council members and the ICSW representatives could consider convening meetings on the sidelines or prior to the SOMSWD meetings, and present relevant suggestions/inputs to the SOMSWD under a structured agenda item.  This would also help address the interest of ICSW to assist/support ASEAN priorities in social welfare. 

iv. Recommendation 4: The Meeting informed the ICSW that this was already taking place in ASEAN through respective coordinating conferences on the ASEAN Security Community and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, and that initial steps made for closer inter-sectoral collaboration would continue. 

v. Recommendation 5: The Meeting agreed that the aim of this recommendation would be addressed through follow-up for Recommendations 2 and 3 above. 

vi. Recommendation 6: The Meeting agreed that this recommendation be included as a regional activity to be undertaken as part of the Strategic Framework and Plan of Action (2007-2010), under the strategic area on documentation of standards and benchmarks.  The Meeting recommended that the activity should document/inventory existing frameworks in ASEAN Member Countries on registration and operation of NGOs, which would provide a basis for developing guidelines for SOMSWD’s references. 

vii. Recommendation 7: The Meeting agreed that this recommendation would be taken up as part of the SOMSWD’s planned region activity on documenting social protection policies in ASEAN, and that ICSW’s expertise/experience could be tapped in implementing the regional activity. 

viii. Recommendation 9: The Meeting informed the ICSW of the monitoring and evaluation (M&E) requirements under the SOMSWD’s Strategic Framework and Plan of Action (2007-2010), and that the SOMSWD focal points taking the lead in developing and implementing regional activities would develop M&E criteria for their respective activities, in consultation with civil society partners as necessary. 

ix. Recommendation 11: The Meeting informed the ICSW that the SOMSWD’s Strategic Framework and Plan of Action (2007-2010) included reference to the forthcoming International Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (PWDs), under the area on capacity-building in human resources.  The Meeting noted that ratification of this Convention by ASEAN Member Countries would go through the normal process of consideration and approval of each country. 
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