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Thanks 
I just cannot think how Prof. Jayadeva Uyangoda lives so simple with such a sharp brain and such a bulk of knowledge with many degrees and titles before and after his name. He once came to the ancient Kuda Katharagama Devalaya in the remote village of Koanwewa in Anuradhapura District where the Peoples Assembly was originated. After listening to me carefully he remarked smilingly “This seems to be an interesting idea. Peoples Assembly…. An alternative to present day politics” Since then he was trying to help the Peoples Assembly in whichever way possible. I feel I should thank him whole heartedly on this occasion. 
Dr. Jehan Perera and Mr. Nimalan Karthikeyan of National Peace Council once came to Samadeepa Centre, Anuradhapura with a team of peace activists from the North. Looking at the work Samadeepa had been doing they asked me whether I was receiving any external support from donors.

“Not a single cent at the moment” I replied.

“Write to UNDP” They suggested and they gave me the contact details. That is how I approached UNDP. I feel I should extend my sincere thanks to them.

Then the story begins with UNDP. One young lady called me several times over the telephone. When I was calling her “Madam” she warned “Don’t call me Madam. Say Doreen” Subsequently I had the opportunity of admiring her simplicity and openness. I feel thanks should go in record to Ms. Doreen Fernando of UNDP for any success we have achieved in this endeavour. I should also sincerely thank Ms. Christine Spoerel, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP and her distinguished staff. 
I can’t forget my colleagues in the Peoples Assembly, particularly Mr. Samson Jayasinghe former Secretary General of the Peoples Assembly and National Secretary of Samasevaya and Mr. Charles Jayasinghe, former General Secretary of Samadeepa and Executive Director, Community Development Research and Training Institute, who were always associated with me in walking along this risky path. My sincere thanks are due to them.

In fine, I should also thank all the activists of the Peoples Assembly who played the role of the driving force behind the curtain, survey team who did the painstaking job of collecting and tabulating data, 495 interviewees who gave their precious time and invaluable ideas during the opinion poll, my son Sathyajith who is always helping me with his computer and Mr Shantha Peris, Secretary, Sampath communication Institute who kindly took the responsibility of publishing this report.

Needless to say, Samadeepa family was always behind me supporting and encouraging in completing this task.
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Foreword    
Existing cease - fire agreement between the government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ealam (LTTE) is being praised on the one hand and criticized on the other. Prime Minister Ranil Wicramasinghe took a bold step (2002) signing the agreement but he had to step down on charges of insecurity of the state alleged by President Chandrika Bandaranaika Kumaranatunge. Prime Minister lost the subsequent election mainly on the allegation that he has betrayed the country giving way to the LTTE. As a result of the election (2004) the opposition parties organized in People’s Alliance formed a new government, though not a very stable one.
Leading political parties in the new government were severely criticizing the cease fire agreement, particularly the role of the Norwegian observers. However, they didn’t do, or they couldn’t do anything to change the situation and cease – fire agreement signed by Mr. Ranil Wickramasingha still continues to be in force.
In the circumstances many tend to believe that the cease – fire agreement was the only remedy that could be sought at the time. But at the same time many criticize it saying that no peace has been achieved after signing the agreement. However, people affected by war and suffering in the conflict still say that “No war, no peace” situation is very much better than a war situation.

Thus the situation is really a complex one. Peace process has come to a stand still. Incidences of violations of cease – fire agreement are reported quiet frequently. Some still believe in a negotiated political solution but others tend to focus on military suppression. In the meantime country is preparing for another presidential election (Sept. 2005)

It is therefore quite timely to look at the peace process with a view to re – activate it. Since both sides are suffering from wounds of war it is also necessary to start a healing process. That is why the program “Re – activating the peace process healing the wounds of war” was originated and implemented through a period of 5 months.
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Report on the Opinion Poll On Peace and Good Governance.
May / August - 2005

01.00. Background

Origin of Samadeepa is linked with communal tension started in 1970s in Jaffna, then in Colombo and then in the whole country. Samadeepa has been advocating peace and non – violence since its inception in 1980 and in the present context it is now focusing on peace, order and good governance.

In 2000 / 02 it was able to conduct five surveys on effects of war on different stake holders in different parts of the country. Out of 24 districts 20 were covered in this program. As a result Peoples Assembly of Sri Lanka came into existence. The program was supported by Canadian International Development Agency. (CIDA) 

Peoples Assembly was working throughout this period (2000 - 2005) without much external assistance but mainly supported by Samadeepa with its own limited resources. With this experience Samadeepa approached United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to implement the program “Re activating the peace process, healing the wounds of war” through the Peoples Assembly of Sri Lanka. UNDP kindly agreed to support the program with a view to strengthen the Peoples Assembly through this endeavor. Accordingly, 5th session of the Peoples Assembly was organized supported by UNDP. (Please see schedule V for the evaluation report on the 5th session of the Peoples Assembly) And this opinion poll was conducted as a part of this programme.
02.00. Objective / Purpose of the survey

 Objective of this Opinion Poll was to build awareness among the different stakeholders on peace, social justice, democracy, transparency, accountability, social responsibility and good governance with a view to empower the civil society strengthening the Peoples Assembly. Opinions of the different stakeholders were planned to be recorded in order to achieve this purpose.

03.00. Methodology  

03.01. Methodology used in the Opinion Poll was based on the principles of participatory surveys.
03.02.  Interviewers were selected from a well experienced category of people. Except two, all the other interviewers (21) were participants in Three Year Diploma Course on Community Development which is conducted by the Community Development Research and Training Institute (CDRTI). One was Mr. D.A.D.N.C Wimalarathne who is a very experienced social development worker. He has worked as vice president of the Central Council of Social Services – Sri Lanka (CCSS) and as a joint secretary of the Peoples Peace Front (PPF). The other was Ms. Nayana Tharangani who is now in her final year following a Diploma Course on Accountancy at the Technical College, Anuradhapura and receiving on the job training at Samadeepa. 
03.03.           Only five questions were included in the questionnaire designed for the opinion poll. Interviewers were trained to ask the questions in such a way that an interviewee should address his mind for sometime and come out with his comments. Loaded questions put forward by the interviewers created a kind of brain storming within the mind of the interviewee (Please see schedule I for the questionnaire) 

03.04.      After training and orientation questionnaires were distributed among the interviewers based on the quota system. Since the programme is based in Anuradhapura 225 questionnaires were allocated for North Central Province. 50 questionnaires were given to Western Province considering the fact that most of the national leaders are based in Colombo. Also 50 places were selected from Central Province and North Western Province each as they are located close to North Central Province. Each of the other provinces was covered with a random sample of 25.
03.05. Attention was focused on selection of interviewees representing different stakeholders. Thus, political parties (15%), religious institutions, (16%) Trade Unions and Farmer Organizations, (22%) private sector (20%) and civil society (21%) were considered as different sectors participating in the opinion poll. Gender, ethnicity, educational level and such other considerations were ignored since the emphasis was more on a political matter, Re – activating the peace process healing the wounds of war (Please see schedule II for geographical and sectoral coverage) At the data processing stage it was found that 6% of the interviewees could not be placed under any of the above sectors and they were treated as a different category named “unidentified” 
03.06. Quite naturally, interviewers entered into dialogue with the participants perhaps taking 1-2 hours for each. Very important ideas were expressed by the people belonging to different sectors. Political leaders, Religious dignitaries, trade union / farmer organization activists, business leaders and civil society activists at different levels from small villages to big cities enthusiastically participated in the opinion poll expressing their views openly, honestly, and independently subject to two reservations. Political activists sometimes had the feeling that they should first take permission from their higher-ups before participating in an exercise of this nature and businessmen at all levels had the time constraint as a problem. However, these two factors did not necessarily affect the results of the survey as the interviewers were clever enough to make alternative arrangements.
04.00. Results of the Opinion Poll

04.01. Do you know in this country, 
· A theft / house braking takes place every half an hour.

· A large theft takes place within every hour

· A rape within every 6 hours

· A murder within every 6 hours

          How do you feel about this situation as a citizen?

The purpose of formulating this question was to draw the attention of the participants in the Opinion Poll to the seriousness of the crimes taking place around us as a result of the socio-economic conditions prevailing in the country. When this question was asked from a leading politician in the North Central Province, a member of the provincial council, he paused for sometime and murmured several times “This is the result we have achieved after years of politics” And he nodded his head. 
495 people interviewed in the survey had given 734 reasons for this phenomenon. There were 302 (41%) mentions alleging that the reason is lack of good governance and 258 (35%) indicated that the reason is decline in moral values. There were 127 (17%) mentions proposing the reason as unfavorable economic conditions and 28 (3%) suggested that lack of education was the reason. Weakness of the civil society and unfavorable media practices had been mentioned but the number was as low as 2%
04.02. President of Sri Lanka has stated that 40% of the money allocated for development is wasted due to inefficiency, bribery and corruption. Don’t you think this is a serious governance issue?
Purpose of formulating this question was to make the participants realize that nearly half of the resources meant for development goes in waste due to lack of good governance. Thus, 495 people interviewed during the survey came out with 672 answers. Out of them 494 (73%) mentions suggested that the reason is nothing but lack of good governance. 89 (13%) mentions indicated decline in moral values as the reason while 39 (6%) mentions proposed unfavorable economic conditions. 47 (7%) mentions suggested weakness of the civil society as the reason and just 3 mentions (Not even 1%) indicated lack of education.
04.03. Let’s calculate honestly the number of people killed during the 50 years prior to independence and 50 years after independence. We can clearly see that Sri Lanka as an independent democratic state has witnessed loss of nearly (Perhaps more than) 100 000 lives during armed uprisings. Don’t you think you have a responsibility towards this unacceptable situation as a citizen?
Purpose of formulating this question was to focus the attention of the interviewees on thousands of Sinhalese youths killed during the insurrections in 1971 and 1989 / 90 in the South, thousands of Tamil youths killed during the last 2 decades in the ethnic conflict and thousands of security personnel and innocent civilians killed during this period both in the South and in the North. We have achieved independence in 1948, thanks to many sacrifices of the pioneers of the independence struggle. Before independence we were under the colonial rule. Did they kill 100 000 people within last 50 years of their regime? No, Certainly not. But we ourselves have killed 100 000 people within the last 50 years. i.e. after independence. Then, is this the outcome of freedom?
The question was widely discussed. 495 people gave 769 answers. Out of 769 mentions 252 (33%) suggested that the situation was mainly due to lack of good governance. 426 (55%) mentions proposed decline in moral values as the reason. Only 72 (9%) mentions were indicating that economic conditions led to this situation. Only a few people had attributed the responsibility to the civil society (13 - 2%) and education (6 – 1%). None had mentioned media as a responsible stakeholder in the issue.
04.04. Prime Minister of Singapore said in 1950s that he would develop his country like Sri Lanka. President of Sri Lanka in 1970s took Singapore as an example for developing the island. How do you view the difference?
Purpose of asking this question was to make the interviewees think of why Sri Lanka’s economy has not been improved comparing with other Asian countries and get their responses. 495 participants gave 664 answers. Out of them 422 (64%) mentions were relating to lack of good governance. 152 (23%) mentions indicated decline in moral values while 90 (13%) mentions were referring to unfavorable economic conditions. None had mentioned about education, civil society or media in relation to this question. 

04.05. If there is peace, good governance and political stability based on a negotiated political solution to ethnic conflict we can have a better tomorrow for the sons and daughters of our next generation. Do you actively support this idea?
After a lengthy discussion of 1 – 2 hours the last question was placed before the participants. Out of 495 people only 1 person replied negatively. Thus, almost 100% of the participants expressed their willingness to support the idea if they have an opportunity.

05.00. Observations
05.01. Great majority of mentions (1470 – 51.7%) had suggested that lack of good   governance is the biggest problem in the country. 

            Lack of good governance included;

· Bribery, corruption and weaknesses in law enforcement 
· Inefficiency and waste

· Unavailability of a national policy

· Inadequate participation of people in development activities 

· War existing for a long time

· Executive presidential system

· Lethargic attitudes of the bureaucracy, nepotism,  favoritism and 
· Sectarian party politics

It is therefore apparent that governance issue has to be addressed carefully and efficiently by the government and other stakeholders, such as; political parties, religious institutions, trade unions, farmer organizations, business community and the civil society.

05.02. Next important issue which received 925 (32.5%) mentions was decline in moral values. Sri Lankan culture has been enriched with four great religions in the world, namely Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. But a culture of distrust has emerged, as the survey reveals; due to lack of discipline, lack of patriotic ideas, selfishness, competition, negative attitudes and complex needs.
05.03. Thirdly, unfavorable economic conditions were mentioned 328 (11.5%) times. Low income, privatization, inflation and increase in population were the reasons included under economic conditions. The participants therefore have not viewed economic conditions as a major reason for inability to solve country’s problems.

05.04. Only 37 (1.3%) mentions have been made suggesting lack of education, level of quality in particular, as a reason for the present situation. The survey therefore clearly reveals that education is not a problem at all in solving the existing problems. In other words, reason for inability to solve the existing problems cannot be attributed to lack of knowledge or lack of awareness.

05.05. Participants have not viewed civil society as a responsible stakeholder for the present problems. Only 70 (2.4%) mentions have been made with reference to the civil society. On the other hand role played by the civil society in the present crisis, in the eye of the participants, seems to be minimal. They do not even feel civil society has a role to play and it has failed in its efforts.
05.06. Although we generally think that media is responsible for many evils, outcome of the survey proves quite the contrary. Out of 2839 ideas mentioned by 495 participants only 9 mentions (0.3%) suggest unacceptable media practices as a reason for the present situation. In other words it reveals that media has yet to play an active role in order to prove its presence in the society with a view to change the present situation. 

            (Please see schedule III for results of the Opinion Poll - Analysis and Summary) 
06.00. Recommendations

 06.01. Government should set up a suitable mechanism from national level to village level for promoting good governance particularly for eradicating bribery and corruption. It may be known as National Anti-Corruption Unit (NACU) at the national level and vice-versa at other levels. Participation of different stakeholders, such as religious institutions, political parties, trade unions, farmer organizations, private sector and civil society should be ensured in the process. There should be a governance component in every programme, meeting, seminar, workshop or any other activity. Awareness should be created at all levels that the existing culture of district should be eradicated in order to achieve peace thus putting an end to the ethnic conflict which has caused enough damage to country’s economy
06.02. Religious education should be promoted with special emphasis on inter-religious understanding, peaceful co-existence and respect for each other. Concept of peace should originate from age old traditional customs and moral values. Inter-religious rituals should be performed at all state functions and all important occasions. Accordingly, a culture of trust, neighborhood and caring for each other should be promoted not only by the government but also by other sectors. Then only a meaningful solution can be achieved for the present conflict.
06.03. Equitable distribution of resources among the citizens and communities should be a part of the national policy of the state. Quite naturally, this is a difficult task in the context of market economy and globalization. However, it should be noted that a sustainable peace can never be achieved and level of governance can never be improved unless equitable distribution of resources is guaranteed at least to a reasonable extent. Need for a national policy which does not change depending on the party in power has clearly emerged. 
06.04. Education system should be designed with a view to cater to the needs of the day. It is advisable to go back to the terminology used in old Westminster constitution (1947) “Peace, order and good government” There is no point in pumping so much of money for peace education unless people are empowered to express their views openly, honestly and independently. Peace should always be coupled with law and order if it is to be accepted by different sectors in the society. Peace, culture should be taught in the class room. But, it will not make any sense unless an enabling environment is created in the rest of the society. 
06.05. Civil society should be strengthened throughout the country. CSOs can surely play a very active role in the peace process. Even if peace is achieved through political settlement their task will not be over. They still have a role to play healing the wounds of war. Again the question of governance surfaces as an important factor. CSOs, NGOs, or CBOs, in whichever names they are known, ordinary people view them as voluntary social services organizations (VSSO). They expect a lot of reliability, honesty, openness and sensitivity from VSSOs. If these qualities cannot be expected from them their preachings on peace will be of no use. People will not listen to them and ultimate result will be that the people will lose confidence in the VSSOs on the one hand and the entire peace process on the other hand. Peoples Assembly of Sri Lanka (PASL) through which this opinion poll was conducted has set an example in this regard. 
Each of its member organizations should take an oath committing to work for,
· Peace and non-violence

· National and religious unity

· Well – being of the less fortunate ones

· Eradication of bribery and corruption always refraining from such misdeeds

· Total social purification

· Political and religions neutrality and

· Honesty and efficiency

(Please see schedule IV for the voluntary pledge of the Peoples Assembly)
This kind of initiatives will surely enhance the capacity of the civil society, both financially and institutionally to actively participate in the peace process. Thus, it is recommended that the civil society should be strengthened in order to play a more active and meaningful role in the peace process, ensuring highest level of people’s participation.
06.06. Media should play a more responsible and more active role in peace building. People’s ability and their capacity to participate in media are minimal. Therefore relevant authorities should take steps to enhance their capacities with a view to encourage them for participating in media. Reading news papers or listening to radio does not mean that people participate in a meaningful way. They should be able to publish their ideas in the news papers and express their views in radio. Then only they can feel they participate in media. Support for local media, for example local news journals or local radio will be important steps in the direction. Training youths and encouraging local initiatives will be equally important.
06.07. Ordinary people both in Sinhala and Tamil communities do not like war. They need peace. Debate on conditions for peace is going on between parties who do not have much personal experience in bloodshed, hunger and suffering. Therefore hair-splitting arguments of certain sections of the middle class have certainly contributed to worsen the situation. Many tend to keep silence being silent observers of the game. They are also responsible for the present state of affairs for silence is sometimes taken as approval. In the circumstances, the whole society, each and every citizen should take responsibility for the crisis. Together we have created all these troubles, together we have suffered enough and together we have to find solutions.
Feeling of togetherness and sharing of responsibility should be promoted at all levels with a view to create an enabling environment for peace, social justice, democracy and good governance. If these issues are not taken together as one, peace will still be a dream. If an election of office-bearers for a cooperative society in the south cannot be held justly and fairly, proposal for power sharing with the North will be just a fiction. It is therefore strongly recommended that all stakeholders who share an interest in the wellbeing of Sri Lanka should work, with specific plans and programmes for peace and good governance openly condemning bribery, corruption, crimes and violence. International community has an important role to play in this regard. They should introduce and implement suitable strategies and mechanisms for ensuring a corruption free and peaceful society in which every citizen will enjoy basic human rights guaranteed by international law.
Schedule I
Questionnaire used in the Opinion Poll. 
1. Do you know in this country, 

· A theft / house braking takes place every half an hour.

· A large theft takes place within every hour

· A rape within every 6 hours

· A murder within every 6 hours

      How do you feel about this situation as a citizen?

2. President of Sri Lanka has stated that 40% of the money allocated for development is wasted due to inefficiency, bribery and corruption. Don’t you think this is a serious governance issue?

3. Let’s calculate honestly the number of people killed during the 50 years prior to independence and 50 years after independence. We can clearly see that Sri Lanka as an independent democratic state has witnessed loss of nearly (Perhaps more than) 100 000 lives during armed uprisings. Don’t you think you have a responsibility towards this unacceptable situation as a citizen?

4. Prime Minister of Singapore said in 1950s that he would develop his country like Sri Lanka. President of Sri Lanka in 1970s took Singapore as an example for developing the island. How do you view the difference?

5. If there is peace, good governance and political stability based on a negotiated political solution to ethnic conflict we can have a better tomorrow for the sons and daughters of our next generation. Do you actively support this idea?

Schedule II
Opinion Poll on Peace and Good Governance

May / August 2005

Geographical and Sectoral Coverage

	No.
	Sector
	NP
	NCP
	NWP
	CP
	UP
	SgP
	EP
	WP
	SP
	Total
	%

	01.
	Religious Institutions
	05
	39
	07
	06
	05
	04
	01
	07
	05
	79
	16%

	02.
	Political Parties
	05
	35
	11
	01
	05
	05
	01
	07
	06
	76
	15%

	03.
	Trade unions / Farmer organizations
	05
	48
	11
	13
	04
	05
	08
	10
	05
	109
	22%

	04.
	Civil Society
	05
	53
	11
	13
	04
	03
	05
	07
	05
	106
	21%

	05.
	Business Community
	05
	43
	09
	09
	07
	08
	05
	06
	04
	96
	20%

	06.
	Unidentified
	-
	06
	-
	08
	-
	-
	05
	10
	-
	29
	6%

	
	Total
	25
	224
	49
	50
	25
	25
	25
	47
	25
	495
	100.

	
	Percentage
	5%
	46%
	10%
	10%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	9%
	5%
	100.
	


Schedule III
Results of the Opinion Poll - Analysis

	No.
	Issue
	Q. 1
	Q. 2
	Q. 3
	Q. 4
	Total

	01.
	Lack of good governance
	302
21%
	494
33%
	252
17%
	422
29%
	1470
100.

	02.
	Decline in moral values
	258
28%
	89
10%
	426
46%
	152
16%
	925
100.

	03.
	Unfavorable economic conditions
	127

39%
	39
12%
	72
22%
	90
27%
	328
100.

	04.
	Lack of education
	28
76%
	03
8%
	06
16%
	-
	37
100.

	05.
	Weakness of the civil society
	10
14%
	47
67%
	13
19%
	-
	70
100.

	06.
	Unacceptable media practices
	09

	-
	-
	-
	09

	
	Total
	734
	672
	769
	664
	2839


Summary

	No.
	Issue
	Q. 1
	Q. 2
	Q. 3
	Q. 4
	Total

	01.
	Lack of good governance
	302

41%
	494

73%
	252

33%
	422

64%
	1470

51.7%

	02.
	Decline in moral values
	258

35%
	89

13%
	426

55%
	152

23%
	925

32.5%

	03.
	Unfavorable economic conditions
	127

17%
	39

06%
	72

09%
	90

13%
	328

11.5%

	04.
	Lack of education
	28

03%
	03

01%
	06

01%
	-
	37

01.3%

	05.
	Weakness of the civil society
	10

02%
	47

07%
	13

02%
	-
	70

02.4%

	06.
	Unacceptable media practices
	09


	-
	-
	-
	09

	
	Total
	734
	672
	769
	664
	2839


Schedule IV
Peoples Assembly of Sri Lanka

Samadeepa Centre, Jayanthi Mawatha, Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka

Tel/fax: 0094 025 2235140   Email cmcbandara@sltnet.lk
Voluntary Pledge
On my honour I pledge and promise 

01. To dedicate for peace and non-violence

02. To stand by national and religious unity

03. To sacrifice for the less fortunate and to live for the sake of others
04. To stand against bribery and corruption and to refrain from such misdeeds

05. To dedicate for a total social purification
06. To be neutral to political and religious issues as a representative, an officer or an activist of the Peoples Assembly and
07. To fulfill whatever the task entrusted to me honestly, assiduously, efficiently and to the best of my ability.
Schedule V
Evaluation Report on the 5th Session of the Peoples Assembly

April –August 2005

	No.
	Planned
	Date(s)
	Achieved
	Remarks

	1
	Conducting religious rituals in 100 places in the North Central Province
	20th 23rd April
	Religious rituals and peace meditations were conducted in 116 places. Nearly 500 people participated. 
	Impact on the rest of the society was not adequate. More results could be achieved if the event could be organized in a more systematic way. Lack of resources and time constraint were the problems.

	2
	Peace tour from Koanwewa Kuda Katharagama Devalaya to Ruhunu Maha Katharagama Devalaya with 100 participants and peace meditations in 15 selected places in Sri Lanka
	24th 25th April
	Peace tour was conducted with 87 participants. Peace meditations were conducted in 14 places of religious worship belonging to different faiths: Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. 1000 leaflets demanding peace and good governance were distributed.
	Participation of the people in the respective areas was minimal. More systematic organizing would have brought more effective results. Problem arose due to resource and time constraints.



	3
	Preparatory workshop with 150 participants to co-incide with the Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Association of Pre-school Teachers 
	24th April
	The programme was conducted at the New Town Hall, Colombo. 135 men and women participated including very distinguished personnel. 5th session of the Peoples Assembly thus became a national event.  


	Comparing with the importance of the programme media coverage was not adequate. Sufficient time had not been allocated for outstation participants.

	4
	Joint meeting of the Peoples Assembly, Action Group for Social Development, and Sri Lanka Chapter of World Association of NGOs (Inaugural Ceremony) with the participation of 100 people
	27th May
	Meeting was held very successfully with the participation of 110 people including representatives from United Nations Development Programme, International and Inter-religious Federation for World Peace, World Association of NGOs, South Asian Network for Social and Agricultural Development, a few NGOs and a Trade Union Centre working at the national level and nearly 30 civil society organizations representing all nine provinces in the country.  
	The programme was a great success. Representatives of the Peoples Assembly decided to go ahead with the programme. Media coverage was given by national radio, national TV and Sirasa TV. Getting together with national and international civil society leaders delegates felt more confident of the programme.

	5
	Peace March with the participation of 600 people
	28th May
	The programme was conducted quite successfully in Koanwewa. 500 community leaders took the voluntary pledge committing themselves to work for peace and good governance. Nearly 1000 people participated in the programme including distinguished representatives from UNDP, IIFWP, WANGO, SANSAD, NGOs working at the national level and CBOs based in the area. 
	The programme was a great success. Awareness was created among the people on peace, social justice, democracy and good governance. Participation of the religious dignitaries belonging to all four major religions in the country set a living example for inter-religious understanding.

	6
	Follow – up -  meeting (N0.1) with the participation of 30  community leaders living in traditional villages
	28th June
	Meeting was held with the participation of 20 people at Samadeepa Hq., Koanwewa. 3 representatives from Future Peace Organization, Trincomalee and others representing 15 traditional (Purana) villagers participated in the programme.
	Attendance was not satisfactory. But the impact created by the meeting was great. Participants from the traditional villages who normally do not take much interest in the subject played a very active role in the subsequent activities.

	7
	Follow – up – meeting (No.2) with the participation of 30 civil society leaders.
	29th June
	Meeting was held at Samadeepa Centre, Anuradhapura with the participation of 22 people representing all nine provinces in the country. 
	Delegates decided to promote the voluntary pledge as a national campaign having a target of 12000 people. Some of the delegates from Trincomalee were not able to attend due to tension in the area. 

	8
	Evaluation Workshop with the participation of 30 delegates of the Peoples Assembly.


	19th July
	Workshop was successfully conducted at Samadeepa Centre, Anuradhapura with 41 participants representing 7 provinces in the country. Peoples Assembly was re-organized. A provisional Executive Council was elected.
	Delegates took over 12000 copies of Voluntary Pledge with a view to organize a national campaign. But, a suitable mechanism for monitoring couldn’t be set up due to financial constraints. 

	9
	Discussions with 500 political leaders, religious dignitaries and civil society activists. (Opinion Poll )
	May - August
	Opinion Poll was Successfully conducted. 495 people were interviewed based on a random sample.5 questions were placed before them for discussion and their responses were quite interesting. (Please see report on the Opinion Poll for details.)   
	Most of the interviewees , particularly NGO/CBO activists asked for opportunities to participate in future activities of the Peoples Assembly aimed at peace, non-violence, social justice, inter-religious understanding , democracy and good governance.

	10
	Publication of news letters and other documents
	April -August
	Mahapotana Declaration  - No 2, Progress Report of Action Group for Social Development (1994/2005), Progress Report of the Peoples Assembly (2000/05) and the voluntary pledge were printed in all three languages; Sinhala, Tamil and English. Samadeepa News Journal was published twice during the period.
	It is a well known fact that language is a major issue in the present conflict. Unavailability of all the documents in all three languages has become an obstacle against progress. Activists of the Peoples Assembly should focus more attention on this issue.  

	11
	15 Days Peace Meditation with the participation of  5000 people


	6th -20th August
	The programme was conducted quite successfully sometimes leading to heated arguments 12 elderly people observed Sil and conducted religious rituals and peace meditations day and night during the whole fortnight. 600 participants were awarded certificates and token gifts for their excellent performances.
	This is a curious mixture of different ethnic and religious cultures based on traditional moral values, customs, and rituals which should be preserved with great respect. It has been and so will be in existence from generation to generation. These poor villagers surely possess something very significant to tell the whole world.

	12
	Follow up action
	Sept.
	Discussions are now going on regarding the future activities of the Peoples Assembly. Letters have been sent to the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition who are contesting in the presidential election scheduled to be held on 17th November.  Peoples Assembly moves ahead but in a very slow motion, mainly due to lack of resources. However, it’s a great achievement that 23 organizations have paid their membership fees Rs. 1000/= each showing their commitment. 
	Writer of this report had the opportunity of participating in two important radio programmes with island-wide coverage; Subharathi and Sahajeewana Sanwadaya on 21st, Sept. International Day for Peace mainly focusing on peace, inter-religious understanding and good governance. Reference was made to the results of the Opinion Poll on appropriate occasions. Arrangements are being made to approach the media after publishing the report  
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