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	Regional President’s Visit to MACOSS, Mauritius
From the 27th- 31st of October I visited the Mauritius Council on Social Security. The visit was memorable in many ways. MACOSS Secretariat went out of their way to ensure that I came out of Mauritius with as much information as was possible. This visit was in part in response to the suggestions raised by members at the SADC-CNGO meeting in Lesotho in August that as Regional President, I need to find out from members how best we can bring about more visibility of ICSW in the region, identifying challenges and opportunities that do exist. The second reason was for me to have the handover-takeover from Mr. Dana Chengan whom I hope you are aware, is our outgoing Regional President. 

The visit confirmed some areas that ICSW needs to focus on that had also been raised during my visit to TANGO and TACASODE in June. These include need for training in:
· Proposal writing

· Facilitation skills

· Lobbying and advocacy skills.

Strengthening the capacity of umbrella organizations is a major focus for ICSW. MACOSS are embarking on an interesting Project on Strengthening NGOs in Mauritius with funding from UNDP under the auspices of the Ministry of Social Security, National Solidarity & Senior Citizen Welfare and reform Institutions. I am hoping the project can provide us all with some learning nodes and areas for replication.

MACOSS appreciate the different roles played by development bodies like, ICSW, CIVICUS, SADC-CNGO, ECOSSOC, and NEPAD and how, many of us interact with most if not all at one level or another.  To that end, MACOSS are planning to hold a regional meeting early 2007 where they seek to bring together these organizations and their membership. The conference is hoped to provide a fora for sharing and building synergy among these organizations. If we believe this is a good idea, I would recommend that we share our thoughts and ideas with MACOSS on how best we can make this happen, as they plan for the conference. The World Social Forum is going to be in Nairobi from 20-25 January 2007. I would like to encourage all of us to attend. ICSW is planning to hold its meetings two days before the WSF but this has not been finalized yet. I will keep you informed. I would like to thank those of you who have renewed their members and encourage those who have not to do so that we do not miss out on opportunities. Let us continue to share our experiences.
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