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Social Integration – the UN Commission for Social Development 

ICSW saw the largest number of national, regional and global organisational representatives speak at UN on the topic of social integration. The occasion was the annual meeting of the UN Commission for Social Development. The Commission has a two year cycle. In the first year the Commission receives statements from governments and NGOs. In the second year it reaches its conclusions. This year was the first year of the cycle. The meeting is always held in February when New York experiences snow, ice and sub- zero temperatures. 
ICSW’s statements on social integration have been widely circulated and are on the UN website as well as at http://www.icsw.org/un/un.htm#2009. 
ICSW’s core members are national umbrella organisations of NGOs. After the Commission meeting we sent each member the statement made by the representative of their country. ICSW is keen for members to know what their governments are saying on behalf of their citizens. Government statements are at http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/2009_stats1.html. 

The UK presented an excellent statement. Some quotes. “while employment still remains the best route out of poverty and is critical to achieving the MDGs, increasing access to employment is not just about income, it is also a route to social inclusion”. Further the UK spoke strongly on the ILO initiative (supported by ICSW) of a “global social floor”. This is a “basic social protection package … which might provide access to basis health care, education, social assistance to the poor or unemployed, and a basic pension”. The UK recognises that a global social floor “if pursued and followed through by the international community, (could) make a significant contribution to facilitating social integration”. The UK suggests that the introduction of a global social floor should be a “country-led and country owned approach”. ICSW supports this initiative and will include the global social floor as part of the national councils’ training programme in global South regions. If you would like more information on the global social floor there were excellent presentations during the Commission meeting by Isabel Ortiz (UN), Michael Cichon (ILO) and Gaspar Fajth (UNICEF). The presentations can be found under the heading “A new deal for people in a global crisis - social security for all” http://www.icsw.org/un/un.htm#2009.
ICSW representatives and representatives of the Hong Kong Council of Social Service met with Mr. Sha Zukang the Under-Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs. Mr Sha has agreed to be the principal guest of the joint global conference of International Association of Schools of Social Work, International Council on Social Welfare and International Federation of Social Workers. The conference is to be held 10th to 15th June 2010 http://www.swsd2010.org.
ICSW representatives at the UN meeting were Christian Rollet, President; Charles Abbey, Vice President and Denys Correll. Hong Kong Council of Social Service representatives were Hoi Wai Chua, Tsang Johnny Wing Keung and Poon Silas Kwong Fai. 
New publication from UNCTAD (UN Conference on Trade and Development)
ICSW has not until now included UNCTAD publications in Global Cooperation. We are pleased to advise you of Policy Brief No. 6 - "Sustaining African Agriculture - Organic Production" Agriculture has returned to the centre of international policy debates. Years of declining investment, inadequate extension services and the availability of subsidized food exports from the developed world have undermined agricultural production in many developing countries, particularly in Africa. This Policy Brief examines the potential contribution of organic agriculture. http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/presspb20086_en.pdf
Free online trial to Sage social work and social policy journals 

Sage is offering access to a large range of Social Work and Social Policy Journals until 31st March 2009. To register, cut and paste this URL to your web browser:

https://online.sagepub.com/cgi/register?registration=SOCIAL09ETOC
Once registered, you will have access to 12 journals. You can browse abstracts, perform quick or advanced keyword searches, and download full-text articles. 
International Social Work 

ICSW is a partner in the journal International Social Work. The latest edition (1st March 2009; Vol. 52, No. 2) has a range of articles relevant to social workers through out the world. You can see the contents and can sign up to receive the table of contents for each issue. http://isw.sagepub.com/content/vol52/issue2/?etoc
In the latest issue ICSW contributed the News and Views section. Denys Correll examines national and international NGOs. He reviews changes that are influencing the directions of non-government organizations both at national and international levels. Countries providing development aid are placing increasing emphasis on recipient countries determining their own development priorities. This increases the importance of civil society being part of policy setting and the budget processes within countries. The article is under International Social Work at http://www.icsw.org/publication/isw.htm.
Human Rights Council
ICSW UN representative in Geneva, Anne Herdt arranged for ICSW to be one of the joint signatories to a statement submitted by international organisations that are in consultative status with the UN. The statement is entitled “Human right to peace versus racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance”. The long statement concludes with the request to the Human Rights Council to further promote the rights of minority groups, African descent people and indigenous peoples suffering from racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia, to social justice and equity, non-discrimination and gender equality, respect of all human rights, cultural diversity, linguistic rights, solidarity, peace and friendly relations among all nations, races, ethnicities or religions. The statement can be found at http://www.dzeno.cz/?c_id=17739
New Research 
Fiscal Reforms, Developmental State Capacity and Poverty Reduction
This paper provides a survey of the variations in taxation systems and processes of tax reform in less developed countries. The purpose is to shed light on how different tax systems and tax reform policies contribute to processes of state-building and how changes in tax policies present specific challenges for Least Developed Countries in mobilising the resources necessary to both finance growth and reduce poverty and meet the Millennium Development Goals. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/18D893883520B6ADC12574FE003A799C?OpenDocument
Labour Market Policies, Poverty and Insecurity
The paper sets out to evaluate the performance in terms of poverty alleviation of conventional labour market and social policies and arrangements in the era of globalised labour markets. It concludes that most of the labour market interventions reviewed have suffered from common failures such as lack of transparency and accountability, high costs, chronic inefficiency in terms of misused resources and ineffective targeting, thus failing most of the time to reach the poorest and to reduce inequalities in labour markets. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/1A798782A702F157C12574FE0039FF8A?OpenDocument
Migration and Social Policy in Asia
The paper addresses the complexities arising from the interaction between both South-South and South-North migration in the sub-region of South Asia and their implications for social service provisioning and social policy. This and the following four papers were prepared for the UNRISD – IOM – IFS project on Social Policy and Migration in Developing Countries. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/FF0CD30FBDCADAB7C12574F000343306?OpenDocument
Migration and Social Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa
The paper focuses on intra-regional migration in sub-Saharan Africa, its root causes and its implications for social policy and social service provisioning in the region. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/AC96A6E2D6C0FF9CC125751200354DDB?OpenDocument
Migration and Poverty: Linkages, Knowledge Gaps, and Policy Implications
This paper identifies links between migration and poverty and implications for social policy http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/9C786E2C1758D90DC12574F00035A639?OpenDocument
International Migration, Risk Management and Social Policy: The Latin America Case
This paper examines several of the issues related to international migration, risk management and social policy in the Latin American context. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/296CB311EAAB2ADDC12574F000329643?OpenDocument
Human Resource Flows From and Between Developing Countries: Implications for Social and Public Policies
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/4957E3C5AD436345C12574F000349E39?OpenDocument
Explaining Ireland's Development: Economic Growth with Weakening Welfare
This paper is divided into three main sections. The first section offers an overview of the principal development strategies used by the Irish state, the social policies associated with them and their impact on poverty. The second section of the paper examines Ireland’s present welfare regime in detail arguing that the nature of Ireland’s policy regimes and the place of welfare within them reflect the nature of the country’s political institutions and the ways interest groups interact with them. The paper’s third section turns to the role of politics and political institutions in accounting for policy regimes that are surveyed in parts 2 and 3. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/D35985C0845ED8F3C12575120031778C?OpenDocument
Social Insurance (Pensions and Health), Labour Markets and Coverage in Latin America
In the last quarter-century, particularly the last 15 years, virtually all 20 countries of Latin America have reformed their social insurance health programmes, and most of them have undertaken structural reforms to privatize totally or partially their pension programmes, albeit with considerable differences in their models, scope, depth and speed. Around 2004, coverage in health programmes averaged 41 per cent of the total population (below the International Labour Organization/ILO minimum norm of 75 per cent), ranging from 7 to 34 per cent in 10 countries, and had stagnated or decreased in nine. Coverage in pension programmes averaged 31 per cent of the labour force—26 per cent in private systems and 39 per cent in public systems (both above the ILO minimum norm of 20 per cent); however, this exhibited a declining trend. The transformation of the labour market toward increasing informality and flexibilization has had an adverse impact on coverage and the above-mentioned reforms, and past and current social insurance policies have not adapted to the changing labour market. This paper, divided into four parts, analyses the relationship between the labour market, social insurance (pensions and health) and coverage of the labour force and the population in Latin America. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/6E08841FF30C8F83C125751200320B25?OpenDocument
New IPC Publications 

Title: Why Aid Does Not Increase Savings in Sub-Saharan Africa? Authors: John Serieux and Terry McKinley Series: One Pager #75 http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCOnePager75.pdf
Title: Aid and Savings in Sub-Saharan Africa: Should we worry about Rising Aid Levels? Author: John Serieux  Series: Working Paper # 50 http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCWorkingPaper50.pdf  In these One Pager and Working Paper, the authors argue that the reason sub-Saharan Africa has the lowest savings and investment rates, despite receiving high levels of aid, is largely explained by capital outflows
New on ICSW Website 
	Upload date
	Content
	Link

	13.02.2009
	ICSW South Asia Regional Newsletter, January 2009 
	www.icsw.org/doc/South_Asia_Newsletter_Jan09.doc

	17.02.2009
	ICSW East and Southern Africa Regional Newsletter, January 2009
	www.icsw.org/doc/ESA_Newsletter_2009_January_Eng.doc

	19.02.2009
	United Nations: A new deal for people in a global crisis - social security for all, February 2009
	www.icsw.org/un/un.htm#2009

	19.02.2009
	Global Social Policy (GSP) Digest 9.1, January 2009
	www.icsw.org/doc/GSP_Digest_9_1.doc

	24.02.2009
	Closing the Gap: Making the Rights-Based Approach Real for People with Disabilities in the ASEAN Region
	www.icsw.org/doc/ClosingTheGapWordDoc_DStubbsICSW_ASEAN_Dec08_19Feb09.doc
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