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Presentation

Originally elaborated within national frameworks, on the basis of normative references codified at world level, what is labeled “social rights” is changing under the influence of social policies designed on an international scale, and the constitution of the “social dimension of globalization”. The struggle against poverty, the liberalization and flexibilisation of labour markets, as well as strives towards the extension of social protection to non-covered populations all tend to alter, in most countries of the world:

· the mechanisms promoted or set up in the framework of social protection systems, which more and more tend towards hybrid mixtures of assistance and insurance, contributive and conditional based systems;

· the meaning and contents of social rights which underly them, which on one hand tends to make them drift towards a “soft” understanding of human rights, while on the other hand attempts have developed to make social rights justiciable;

· mechanisms of solidarity and responsibility that represent the political and financial foundations of social rights, to drag them towards a local / community understanding of solidarity, supported by international initiatives.

This workshop will discuss the following issues, without restrictions towards closely related themes:

· The becoming of social rights at national scale (mainly in developing or emerging countries), under the influence of policies aimed at struggling against poverty and social exclusion, promoting liberalization and flexibility of labour markets, and extending social protection to uncovered groups;

· References used by international organisations promoting policies or actions related to social protection and development, in terms of rights (social, human, labour, etc.);

· Specific initiatives taken towards improving and promoting justiciability and effectivity of social rights;

· Presentation of specific case studies (devices, systems, programmes, communication, institutions…) in the light of former hypotheses. 

