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Women possess half of the society. But they are vulnerable in many conditions, which drop them in poverty. But tribal women concede many of such situations like illiteracy, joblessness, low wage, unsanitary shelter, low voice and no knowledge about getting services from the administration.  UN Declaration of Human Rights describes that "Everyone has the right to work.... Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services.... Everyone has the right to education...." 

This has been rightly responded in a tribal village since 1988 onwards. Mainly the women took the lead role to fight poverty. Poverty has many faces, those are hunger, lack of shelter, suffering in disease, unable for schooling, not knowing how to read, not being able to speak properly, not having a job, fear for the future, getting unclean water, powerlessness, lack of representation, lack of freedom, lack of finance. Volunteers started sharing through continuous visit to the village. After several attempts villagers started to trust on the volunteers and their advise. Initially the women learnt minimum levels of reading, writing in Oriya. Women formed savings and credit groups. Total 4 such groups formed in this village. Sharing among women increased via group meetings. They learnt collective thinking vis-à-vis making strategies for their common goals.
Volunteers only guide the women of the village for their sources of inspiration. In 2003, women were started to help their male counterparts by supporting micro finance to their regular agricultural activities. It minimized dependency on local money lenders. Year after year, the deprived situation changed. These opportunities ensured confidence among women and also among all villagers of all age groups. 

The groups converted to SHGs (Self-Help Groups) in the manner of dealing with banks and government schemes. Tribal women frequently visited offices and learnt many things about their livelihoods and rights. Increased confidence level of women also recharged the male members of the village. Male villagers felt these women groups as real change agents. They involved and supported every activity of these women groups. Women took this advantage and successfully stop the alcoholism among the male villagers. This makes a big change in the productivity and understanding levels of male members and above all among villagers.
__________________________________________________________________________--

Social education for environment and Development (SEED) has responsible for such changes
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