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Workshop n°42 - Social Intervention for Environmental Crises 
SOCIAL INTERVENTION IN ENVIRONENTAL CRISES: THE CASE OF COTE D’IVOIRE IN WEST AFRICA
Georges Koko

Surgeon at the Cocody University Hospital (Ivory Coast)
These last few years, we have observed the recurrence of (man made) catastrophes, which have become commonplace. IVORY COAST (C.I.), a country located in West Africa, has known two such crises:
- A political-military crisis, entrenched by a rebellion, which has kept the country divided in two (north-south) since September 2002. 
- The toxic waste crisis due to nightly oil dumpings into Abidjan (the economic capital of C.I.) and its vicinity in August 2006. 
Displaced persons within the governmental zone – mainly in ABIDJAN – add to the already existing groups of (Liberian) refugees. 
Because the country does not have the means to engage in efficient prevention, these tragedies have had immeasurable consequences, on both the human and material levels. The actions of the government and of the governed are both disproportionate and insufficient, relative to the scale of the catastrophes. They consisted of:

- the establishment of an institutional and legal framework, with the creation of a number of ministries: of social affairs; of family and children; of solidarity and victims of war; of the battle against HIV/AIDS, in addition to the ministry of health and public sanitation. 
- the creation of a national solidarity cell, presided by a minister that handles its coordination. It receives and distributes all types of goods and donations. 

- the creation of a national cell for the management of the toxic waste crisis. 

- the authorization for a number of micro-finance structures that allocate very low interest loans. 

- the decentralization of administrative and educational structures, with the introduction of double working hours in the governmental zone.
- the organization of material and financial solidarity at different levels: family, village, region,  and department, as well as through different bodies: social groups, services and unions.

- a toxic waste management workshop in Cote d’Ivoire in the sub-region, with new preventive strategies against catastrophes (June 16, 2008)

- the organization of a Solidarity General Assembly in February 2008, whose main goal was to ascertain the means and conditions necessary for a policy leading to the empowerment of social cohesion, which would serve as the foundation for Sustainable Human Development in a Post-crisis Cote d’Ivoire. 

- A skills-reinforcement workshop for health professionals, allowing them to be equipped to deal with the medium and long term effects of mass intoxication due to toxic waste.  
It should be noted that there is no health or other type of coverage for 75 to 80% of the population. No coverage exists either for self employed and independent workers (70 to 90% of the population)
In light of this, the government and NGOs have a major role to play in developing social welfare, while citizens must also be involved in the advancement of new social strategies. 
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