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This policy study intends to describe and analyze how international migration by Filipinos (both for overseas work and permanent settlement) has prevailed as a social protection mechanism. In general, owing to differences in wages, benefits, and access to social services between the Philippines and other countries, international migration is but a lucrative option for high- and low-skilled Filipinos. As these individual Filipinos have availed of these economic benefits and social perks resulting from their migration overseas, the Philippines has made overseas migration a major social protection mechanism for her workers, families, and communities. The biggest difference-makers here are the billion-dollar remittances from an estimated 8.2 million Filipinos in some 193 countries.
In terms of the social protection field, the Philippines has an array of social security packages for these Filipinos abroad. There are some who avail of these, but there is an observation that many Filipinos abroad and their families are not interested in availing government-run social security packages (Gonzalez, 2007) and would rather hold on to their remittances for emergency purposes. Meanwhile, social services for overseas workers are also a major issue especially since there are agencies that can only do so much in extending services to needy, distressed, or abused Filipino workers. In such situations, Filipinos abroad rely on themselves to extend these needed services to distressed compatriots overseas.
Even Filipinos who did not go overseas are affected by international migration as a social protection mechanism. Those abroad, thanks to their exposure to efficient systems in host countries, pool resources and provide philanthropic help to compatriots back home. These forms of help are not only helping address some of the homeland’s basic needs, but these also provide some forms of social protection to Filipinos who cannot avail social security packages.

But there is a downside to the Philippines’ reliance on international migration as a social protection mechanism: if these flows of remittances, donations, and other forms of social protection assistance from overseas Filipinos decline, and the Philippines isn’t ready for alternatives, it will be difficult to cope with such a situation.

This paper hopes to outline such issues. At the same time, it will feature examples of how overseas Filipinos have helped provide social protection access
 to compatriots at home and in the Philippines, and the groups that are involved in international migration and social protection. The proposed paper ends with outlining the major issues associated with how social protection can be extended to overseas Filipinos and their families, and with how international migration can help improve social protection measures in the Philippines.
Tentative outline of the paper

· International migration and social protection: introduction and review of literature

· Profiles: International migration by Filipinos and social protection in the Philippines

· Filipinos’ international migration as a social protection mechanism

· Economic and psycho-social benefits and vulnerabilities

· Sectoral efforts on international migration and social protection

· Overseas Filipinos as social protection actors for compatriots abroad and in the Philippines (with case studies)

· Socio-economic policy and program issues and implications of international migration as a social protection mechanism
· Recommendations
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� Social protection here does not only refer to economic protection, but also protection from work hazards and immigration-related issues.


� The paper will also be beefed by latest international migration statistics in the Philippines, as well as select socio-economic and demographic data. These data come from the Institute for Migration and Development Issues (IMDI), through its Migration-and-Development Databank.
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