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Transmigration, the act of living in two nations, has become an increasingly important global reality for social work practice. Globalization of the labor market, combined with ease in worldwide travel, facilitation of money transfers and the mushrooming growth and accessibility of instant communication such as cell phones and internet are changing the face of immigration (Garreau, February 24, 2008 and Portes, 1997). These factors can prolong the state of “living in two worlds” in a manner that was inaccessible in the past, blurring the definitions of immigration, acculturation and transmigrancy.  
Transmigrancy is an emerging reality in global migration and presents a paradigm shift for social work practice. Transmigrants live directly or indirectly across international borders.  The challenge to social workers is to engage on individual, family, local community well as international levels all at once.   Individual immigrants, who may have daily interaction via cell phone, send remittances to immediate family in their home country and travel back and forth frequently present strengths and challenges that span international borders.  Immigrant families whose members have a mix of immigration statuses present legal and financial issues spanning two governments. As families straddle borders, so do the emotional and social ties that bind them.  As populations of transmigrants come together geographically, local communities face challenges of incorporating newcomers who are partially committed to participating in life somewhere far away.  Social work with transmigrants must move toward addressing human rights, social justice, citizenship, power relationships, interdependence, reciprocity, sustainable development, and the promotion of international understanding and peace as well as psychosocial wellbeing (Dominelli, 2005 and Ife, 1998). 
From the collective experience of academia and direct practice, three presenters will define the global issue of transmigrancy and its implication for social work practice.  Using a case presentation, they demonstrate how a small U.S.A.-based NGO employs the spectrum of intervention levels to work with transmigrants in the promotion social rights on a local community level.   Current examples for international collaboration will be presented as the stimulus for participant discussion on how the profession of social work should evolve to meet the new demands of these global citizens.  
