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South Africa

In 1994 South Africa adopted a new Constitution. It contains broad, justiciable socio-economic rights and grants socio-economic entitlements specific to children.  The 1997 White Paper for Social Welfare addressed the welfare reform needed to implement the constitutional mandate and committed government to a ‘developmental welfare model’. This model focuses on interventions, which encourage the economic as well as the social development of the individual, the community and the country.

The paper interprets children’s constitutional rights to social services; to family, parental or appropriate alternative care and to be protected from all forms of abuse and neglect. The welfare system has to address these rights. Children’s inherent dependence means that ‘developmental welfare’ has a specific meaning in relation to their rights. The paper argues that it focuses on interventions, which prevent children’s abuse and neglect.  The socio-economic entitlements of care givers are a crucial aspect of this prevention as are social work type interventions which empower care givers to fulfil their duties towards children. 
An analysis of the policies which followed the White Paper shows that the full spectrum of constitutionally mandated services is not recognized and government relies too much on the Not-for-Profit Organizations for service delivery. Further, many departments have to act in concert with other to give effect to its constitutional obligations. 

The paper looks at the new law for children. Once implemented, will be the overall legal framework. The policies have to be brought in line with the new law. The Children’s Act mandates the roles that judges, educators, social workers and other social work professionals as well as civil society are to play in the implementation of the developmental welfare system for children.  Recommendations on the interpretation and implementation of the Children’s Act are made.

