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Purposes
There are three major purposes of this research paper：
To understand the level of life satisfaction of the disabled in Taiwan.

1. To understand how demographic variables and living status variables affect the life satisfaction of the disabled.
2. To generate the disabled life satisfaction scale.

3. The research results could be the important references for the budget and welfare services planning for the disabled.

Research Method


This is a quantitative survey research and the survey questionnaire has been introduced as the tool of collecting the necessary data. Stratified random sampling method has been applied. The samples were either approached by telephone or by mail. We have obtained 1,200 effective questionnaires.   

The questionnaire consists of the demographic variables, the living status variables and the five aspects of life satisfaction scale. The demographic variables are sex, age, education, marital status, major caretaker, the length of disability, the level of disability. The living status includes living arrangement, mobility, major resources of living costs, other resources of living costs, and family expenses status. The life satisfaction scale includes financial situation, medical and rehabilitative care, interpersonal relations, receiving education and employment assistance. 


SPSS 12.0 was the statistical tool for data analysis. The frequency distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t test, one-way ANOVA and stepwise regression analysis were applied as the measurements.
Research findings
1. The disabled life satisfaction in all five aspects and the total life satisfaction are all rather low.

2. The disabled life satisfaction is significantly different due to age, education, marital status and level of disability, and is not significantly different due to sex and the length of disability.

3. The life satisfaction is significantly different due to living arrangement, mobility, and family expenses status.
4. Age, education, living arrangement, mobility and family expenses status are effective factors in predicting life satisfaction for the disabled. The powers of prediction in sequence are mobility, family expenses status, education, living arrangement, and age. This five-variable regression model explained 14.5% of variance, at the .001 significant level. 

At the end, concrete recommendations were proposed.

