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This paper assesses the social development situation of Dalits (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes of India) both in absolute terms and relative to that of the rest of the society in India. It focuses on the level of social achievements in term of composite Index called Social Development Index (SDI) similar to that of UNDP-HDI.  Further it examined the disparity between the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and other section of population in SDI indicators on one hand and the disparity in progress over the period on the other hand.  The result reveals that lower attainment of SDIs for SCs and STs than the rest of the population in all the states in India. During the year 1990-2000, there has been a progress in SDIs related indicators. Similarly, with some exceptions, the disparities between the SCs and the Others (Non-SCs/STs) and the STs and the Others in terms of absolute index have reduced between 1990 and 2000, although the rate of decline was more for some indicators and less for others with significant variation across states.  Overall, there has been progress in SDIs related indicators, declining trend in disparity between the SCs/STs and the Non-SCs/STs.  Notwithstanding the positive improvement in SDIs indicators, and subsequent narrowing down of disparity in the attainment rates between the SCs, the STs and the Non-SCs/STs, the rate of progress between 1990 and 2000 was not high enough to bridge the gap, which indeed has the focus and objective of the public policies towards the SCs/STs in India.

