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An innovative project funded by the Scottish Government from July 2006 to April 2008, enabled a voluntary organisation “Multi-Cultural Family Base” (MCFB) to challenge inequalities, promote social inclusion and social change and overcome barriers to being involved in community life, by listening to the voices of Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) Young people. 

Prior consultation work highlighted the need for further research to identify the issues affecting young BME people, both in and out of school and to enable them to have a voice; such that there is increased inclusion, integration and participation in mainstream school and out of school activities. The project embodied MCFB’s raison-d'être to enhance the lives of vulnerable and disadvantaged children, young people and their families; by promoting human rights, valuing diversity, providing equal opportunities through ways that are flexible, caring, respectful and empowering.

The consultation gave voice to their experiences of exclusion, marginality and difference and racism. It also however highlighted the power of expressing their stories, which was found to be truly empowering for them. This project also enabled us to collect the voices of new migrant children, particularly Polish children: a section of Edinburgh society, with varied vulnerabilities and rapidly growing needs. 

The consultation processes and groups provided the young people an opportunity to celebrate, value and share aspects of their culture; to explore shared experiences and identify issues which affect their lives in and out of school, and to identify barriers to participation in mainstream activities both in and outside school that they would like to participate in and to explore ways to communicate their experiences through different media. 

We believe that the project has made a difference, because, it has given BME young persons an opportunity to speak out and be heard; and because we are hearing their voices: it has helped them to feel more empowered. 

Additionally through the project we fulfilled two main outcomes, namely, less isolation, more confidence and have an increased skill base; and that schools will have a raised level of awareness of barriers of social inclusion and achievement and that there will be an increased awareness of barriers to integration for out of school activities.

