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The Republic of Macedonia faces the challenge to complete the democratic and economic reforms needed to join the European family and improve the life for its citizens. The essence of the reforms that Macedonia undertook, as many other post-communist countries, lies in making individuals responsible for their own lives and encourages entrepreneurial and proactive attitudes. Empowerment of every individual to feel responsible, decide about and act for their own future, their community and the whole nation is a precondition and key component of democratic transition. 
Citizen participation in a democracy can take a variety of forms. In Macedonia, where democracy is still in its infancy, people did not anticipate a participatory role in society. Community development defined as a concept to engage citizens voluntarily to achieve goals that they desire for themselves, their neighborhood or their community is not commonly practiced in Macedonia. 

There was an effort by the international community from 2000 to 2005 to introduce participatory approach in local problem solving. The empowerment of the communities aimed to increase its strength and improve its capacity to accomplish its goals was the key element of this approach. Within this model, 350 local communities were leaded through participatory process to come up with adequate solutions. The empowerment model was more than just adding some communal services or facilities like roads, sanitation, water, access to education and health care. It focused on increased ability and strength, more skills, more confidence, and more effective organization for communities. 

The comprehensive research that was done during the implementation of the empowerment model, which findings will be presented at the conference, shows that Macedonian communities remained passive after being exposed to the implementation of this model. It shows that when the community groups had the extrinsic motivation, meaning financial assistance at the end of the participatory process, they were active participants. When the financial support stopped, the intrinsic motivation was not strong enough to get the citizens remain active in their local communities. The presented empowerment model did not change the attitude of the citizens that local problems are their own responsibility. 

Just for illustration, the survey that was initiated in 2000, in 2006 showed that 75% of the population has never tried to participate in any local activity, to influence local government to solve problems or to join an NGO and mobilize the available resources in their community. Only 5% of the local population has worked for an NGO on voluntarily basis. (USAID Survey, 2006)          
