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The history of a rural town in the remote Northern Cape Province of South Africa is one of industries “coming and going”. At first, the town was important as a harbour for the export of ore, but was later replaced by a bigger and better harbour. This was followed by a fishing period that ended in the closing of the crayfish factory. Diamond mining introduced the next phase, but this is currently being downscaled as the resources in the area run out. These industrial vicissitudes have taken their toll on the quality of life of the local workers and their families.
The Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry at Stellenbosch University is exploring the feasibility of establishing an abalone plant in this town to address unemployment, and to promote sustainable socio-economic development. The Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry approached the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences to contribute to the development a social responsibility programme for a proposed abalone farm in this town.
The paper explains the role social work can play in the empowerment of families and the community. The contribution of social work will be sketched by drawing on both quantitative and qualitative data gathered by staff and students by means of a community household survey, focus group discussions and personal interviews with community members, and service providers regarding the nature and scope of social their social needs and problems, as well as community assets. The paper proposes ways in which social work could constructively contribute to empowerment and social development in this community.
