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Learning Objectives: Participants will . . . 

1. Understand the trafficking in persons definition/process.

2. Understand the risk factors associated with sexual trafficking.

3. Articulate the harms/consequences of sexual trafficking.

4. Review common tactics of coercion and control used by traffickers.

5. Review and brainstorm strategies designed to help individuals, agencies, and institutions develop methods to prevent sexual trafficking, as well as to assist survivors. 

Overview:

There is a trade in human beings euphemistically referred to as "trafficking in persons" (TIP) thriving in our modern world. It is a process by which people are delivered into a condition of slavery. Each year through acts of recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring and receipt of persons, traffickers (i.e. modern-day slave traders) supply hundreds of thousands, possibly millions, of human beings for exploitation in such industries or settings  as domestic service, brick kilns, sweatshops, chicken farms, cocoa plantations, mines, fisheries, rock quarries, and orange groves. Countless others, predominately women and female children, but also boys, are trafficked into the commercial sex industries where they are used in forms of commercial sexual like prostitution, pornography, and nude dancing. Some are sold as brides.



In 2004, some 27 million people may have been enslaved, more than at the height of the transatlantic slave trade. Not all of these persons were necessarily trafficked, and it is unclear exactly how many of these persons are victims of sex trafficking and sexual slavery. Nonetheless, offering or buying sex from persons less than 18 years-of-age is ipso facto sex trafficking. It is reported that throughout the world more than one million children enter the sex trade every year (UNICEF, 2004); thus, this represents one million annual cases of sex trafficking of children alone. 


Moreover, it has been estimated that 600,000 to 800,000 men, women, and children are trafficked across international borders each year; of these approximately 80 percent are women and girls, and the majority of victims are trafficked for purposes of commercial sexual exploitation — sex trafficking. Thus, sex trafficking is the largest, discreet category of human trafficking in the world today and it disproportionately affects women and girls. 


Increasingly communities around the world are discovering that people have been sexually trafficked and exploited in their own, local communities.  This realization makes it imperative that communities and social work professionals understand what trafficking in persons is, learn how to identify trafficked persons and what action to take when a trafficking situation is discovered.  

This workshop will provide some introductory information about TIP, but concentrate on providing much needed insight and expertise for those seeking to equip themselves with the skills necessary to assist sexually trafficked persons.  All abuse and exploitation of human beings is an offense against human dignity. However, the effects of sexual slavery on survivors (serial rape, extreme physical, psychological, and spiritual trauma) result in unique needs that thereby require unique approaches for the restoration of survivors. Accordingly, the material in this workshop will review these areas of learning in an engaging and participatory format.
